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Summary of This bill requires the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to implement a pilot program
legislation: establishing a working group in the Office of Mental Health and Suicide Prevention to collect

and analyze data regarding on-campus (i.e., on VA property) suicides and on-campus
attempted suicides by veterans. The working group is authorized to implement improvements
to the process by which the VA collects data related to on-campus suicides to unify the
disparate sources of such data.
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Dignity Alliance Massachusetts is a state-wide, grass-roots coalition of aging and disability service and advocacy organizations and supporters dedicated to
systemic transformation to ensure the dignity of older adults, people with disabilities, and caregivers. We are committed to advancing new ways of providing
long-term services, support, living options, and care while respecting choice and self-determination. Dignity Alliance works through education, legislation,
regulatory reform, and legal strategies to realize this vision throughout the Commonwealth.
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The VA must annually brief Congress regarding the progress and findings of the working
group.

The bill requires the VA to (1) annually evaluate the statistical trends of suicides and
attempted suicides by veterans that occur on VA property, and (2) determine
recommendations for preventing such suicides and attempted suicides.

Finally, the bill requires the Government Accountability Office to submit a report on (1) the
actions the Office of Mental Health and Suicide Prevention has taken to meet the priority
objective of the VA with respect to preventing veteran suicide, (2) the challenges the office

has faced in making such actions, and (3) recommendations for improvements.
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Endorsed by 22 Dignity Alliance Massachusetts participants including:

Kathryn Burns, Salem

Center for Living & Working Inc., Worcester
COP Amputee Association-COPAA, Wenham
Judi Fonsh, Leverett

John J. Ford, Quincy

Lachlan Forrow, MD, Newton

Arlene Germain, co-founder, Dignity Alliance
Massachusetts and MA Advocates for Nursing,
Home Reform, Medford

e Margaret M. Gullette, Newton

e Jerry Halberstadt Stop Bullying Coalition, Peabody

Chris Hoeh, Boston

Independence Associates Inc., East Bridgewater
Paul J. Lanzikos, Beverly

James Lomastro, PhD, Conway

Former State Senator Richard T. Moore, Uxbridge
Sandy A. Novack, MBA, MSW, Brookline

Brian O'Grady, Williamstown

Joan O’Mara, Jamaica Plain

Susan Rorke, Medway

Norma Swenson, Newton

Dorothy Weitzman, Newton
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