
 
 
 

 
Dignity Alliance Massachusetts is a state-wide, grass-roots coalition of aging and disability service and advocacy organizations and supporters dedicated to 
systemic transformation to ensure the dignity of older adults, people with disabilities, and caregivers.  We are committed to advancing new ways of providing 
long-term services, support, living options, and care while respecting choice and self-determination.  Dignity Alliance works through education, legislation, 
regulatory reform, and legal strategies to realize this vision throughout the Commonwealth. 

 

 

Congressional Legislative Endorsement 
Bill No. and Title: H. R. 9478  The Veterans Supporting Prosthetics Opportunities and 

Recreational Therapy (SPORT) Act 
Committee: Veterans’ Affairs 
Sponsor: 
Co-Sponsors: 

Rep. Mariannette Miller-Meeks (R-IA-1) 
Rep. Juan Ciscomani (R-AZ-6) 

Legislative 
history: 

House – 09/106/2014 Introduced 
House - 09/17/2024 Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.  

Summary of 
legislation: 

The Veterans Supporting Prosthetics Opportunities and Recreational Therapy (SPORT) Act 
would include adaptive prostheses and terminal devices in the VA medical services package 
for disabled veterans participating in sports and other recreational activities. 
This bill would guarantee that certain veterans can obtain specialized prostheses for sports 
and recreation to include: customized limbs for activities like running, swimming, golfing, skiing 
and cycling. This support would allow them to engage in sports and recreational activities that 
are crucial for their fitness, independence and good mental health. 
VA would not only furnish these devices, but also deliver training and support to assist veterans 
in effectively utilizing their new prostheses. Moreover, the legislation has the potential to 
promote research and the development of new adaptive technologies, guaranteeing veterans 
have access to state-of-the-art prosthetic and adaptive devices. 
DAV supports this draft bill in accordance with Resolution No. 429, which supports sufficient 
funding for VA prosthetics and sensory aids; promotion of physical activity and overall well-
being among ill and injured veterans; and engagement in sports and recreational activities 
using adaptive equipment. 

Link to text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/9478/text  
Contact:  Richard Moore, Dignity Alliance Massachusetts Legislative Chair 

Rmoore8743@charter.net  
 
 
Endorsed by 21 members of Dignity Alliance Massachusetts including: 
• Frank E. Baskin, LICSW 
• Boston Center for Independent 

Living 
• Center for Living & Working Inc., 

Worcester 
• COP Amputee Association, Inc.-

COPAA, Wenham 
• Judi Fonsh MSW, Leverett 
• John J. Ford, Quincy 
• Wynn Gerhard, Plymouth 

• Arlene Germain, co-founder 
Dignity Alliance MA and MA 
Advocates for Nursing Home 
Reform, Medford 

• Margaret Morganroth Gullette, 
Newton 

• Jerry Halberstadt, Peabody 
• Steven Higgins, Independence 

Associates, Inc., East 
Bridgewater 

• Paul J. Lanzikos, Beverly 
• Richard Levasseur 
• James A. Lomastro PhD, Conway 
• Former Senate President Pro Tem 

Richard T. Moore, Uxbridge 
• Sandy Novack, MBA, MSW, Brookline 
• Carmen Rosado, Amherst 
• Dr. Patricia P. Shopland, Marshfield 
• Dorothy Weitzman, Newton 
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