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AARP ACROSS THE NATION AND IN MASSACHUSETTS

AARP is the nation’s largest nonprofit, nonpartisan organization 
dedicated to empowering people 50 and older to choose how they live 
as they age. With a nationwide presence and nearly 38 million 
members, AARP strengthens communities and advocates for what 
matters most to families: health security, financial stability and 
personal fulfillment. AARP also produces the nation's largest 
circulation publications: AARP The Magazine and AARP Bulletin. To 
learn more, visit www.aarp.org, www.aarp.org/espanol or follow 
@AARP, @AARPenEspanol and @AARPadvocates, @AliadosAdelante 
on social media.

In the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, AARP has more than 
750,000 members; 9 staff and hundreds of volunteers.  AARP’s work is 
at the federal, state and local levels.

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http://www.aarp.org/&data=04|01|BWalsh@aarp.org|8285ea83df5d4b5da75d08d89c49b2ee|a395e38b4b754e4493499a37de460a33|0|0|637431187745022907|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|1000&sdata=PdOmA8wQaye/9WkFLYynvFLj1XKy6DVqivmEaigFmG8%3D&reserved=0
http://www.aarp.org/espanol


AARP PURPOSE, VISION & VALUES

Our Purpose
Empower people to choose how they live as they age.

Our Vision
A society in which all people live with dignity and purpose and 
fulfill their goals and dreams.

Our Values
Our values — Impact, Innovation, Humanity, Empowerment, 
Honesty — express what we stand for and what we believe. They 
reflect how we treat each other as well as those we serve. 



The Basics – Massachusetts vs. Federal WHAT DO POLICYMAKERS SEE?



HOW AN IDEA BECOMES A LAW



HOW A BILL BECOMES A LAW IN MASSACHUSETTS 
1. AN IDEA EMERGES
2. PETITION IS FILED
3. HEARING IS HELD AND TESTIMONY HEARD
4. COMMITTEE REPORT DIRECTS THE MEASURE’S PATH - REJECTION OR ON TO FIRST 
READING AND SECONDARY COMMITTEE
5. BILL READ A SECOND TIME, DEBATE BEGINS
6. BILL PROCEEDS TO THE COMMITTEE ON BILLS IN THE THIRD READING
7. BILL IS REVIEWED BY THE COMMITTEE ON BILLS IN THE THIRD READING
8. BILL READ A THIRD TIME, FLOOR DEBATE CONTINUES
9. BILL PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED BY ONE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
10. SECOND LEGISLATIVE BRANCH CONSIDERS BILL
11. AMENDMENTS PRODUCE CONFLICTING VERSIONS
12. BILL ENACTED AND SENT TO GOVERNOR
13. THE IDEA BECOMES LAW

https://malegislature.gov/ClerksOffice/Senate

https://malegislature.gov/ClerksOffice/Senate


192nd General Court 7210 139

191st General Court 8218 505

190th General Court 7723 605

189th General Court 7302 607

188th General Court 6947 687

187th General Court 7007 650

186th General Court 6437 163

MASSACHUSETTS LEGISLATION INTRODUCED AND COMPLETED



LAWS BY CATEGORY – AS OF JANUARY 6, 2021

Source:  MassTrac



BILLS 
INTRODUCED 
AND PASSED 

Source:  MassTrac



The Basics – Massachusetts vs. Federal SPINNING PLATES WITH THE MASSACHUSETTS BUDGET

• Massachusetts State Budget 
passes every year

• One of the most important 
bills passed every year

• July 1 start

• Funding for important 
programs and services

• Outside section – new 
policies, not necessarily 
budget related



The Basics – Massachusetts vs. Federal HOW MUCH TIME DO WE REALLY HAVE IN MA?

730 (Total Days)

522 (-Weekends)

498 (-Holidays)

192nd Massachusetts General Court
January 6, 2021 – January 4, 2023

345 (-Formal Sessions Deadline)



KEY LEGISLATIVE DATES

https://malegislature.gov/ClerksOffice/House/Deadlines



ROLL CALL 
VOTES

Source:  MassTrac



TOP 10 LOBBYIST EXPENDITURES



INTERCONNECTED AND PART OF A CYCLE

Pre-
election

Election

Post-
election

• Goals Setting
• Strategy 

Development
• Planning
• Training
• Budgeting



Think 
Strategically 
Before You 
Act Tactically



https://malegislature.gov/StateHouse/EducationalOpportunities/CitizensL
egislativeSeminar

CITIZENS’ LEGISLATIVE SEMINAR

The Citizens' Legislative Seminar(CLS) is a citizen program, organized 
by the Senate Office of Education and Civic Engagement, which aims 
to better educate the public on the functions of the Massachusetts 
State Legislature. CLS was originally established in 1976 through a 
joint effort of the Massachusetts State Senate and the University of 
Massachusetts, Boston. This seminar is offered twice a year, Spring 
and Fall.

https://malegislature.gov/StateHouse/EducationalOpportunities/CitizensLegislativeSeminar


Jessica Costantino
Director of Advocacy
AARP Massachusetts

617.305.0538
jcostantino@aarp.org

Thank You!
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