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	The Tuesday Digest
Issue # 33						       April 13, 2021
The Tuesday Digest is information complied by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts concerning long-term services, support, living options, and care issued each Tuesday.

	Voluntary nursing home closures
	1. Halcyon House, Methuen
Closure date: July 16, 2021
Public hearing: Wednesday, April 14, 2021, 6:00 p.m.
Dial-in number: 888-390-5007; passcode: 7794318
Notice of Intent to Close and Draft Closure Plan: https://tinyurl.com/HalcyonClosure 
2. Agawam Healthcare
Closure date: July 27, 2021
Public hearing: Tuesday, April 20, 2021, 6:00 p.m.
Dial-in number: 888-390-5007; passcode: 1404312
Notice of Intent to Close: https://tinyurl.com/AgawamIntentClose 
Draft Closure Plan: https://tinyurl.com/AgawamClosurePlan 
3. Wareham Healthcare
Closure date: July 28, 2021
Public hearing: Wednesday, April 21, 2021, 6:00 p.m.
Dial-in number: 888-390-5007; passcode: 8108064
Notice of Intent to Close: https://tinyurl.com/WarehamIntentClose 
Draft Closure Plan:  https://tinyurl.com/WarehamClosurePlan 
4. Massachusetts Department of Public Health
Information about nursing home closures
https://tinyurl.com/InformationNursingHomeClosures 

	Careers in Aging Week
	5. Careers in Aging Week
April 18 to 24, 2021
Careers in Aging Week is held every year to raise awareness about the diverse careers available in the field of aging.
People are living longer and populations are aging worldwide. The demand for professionals with expertise in aging is growing rapidly. Careers in Aging Week (CIAW) is observed every year by businesses, clinics, coalitions, organizations, universities, colleges, and other parties across the world. The goal of CIAW is to bring greater awareness and visibility to the wide-ranging career opportunities in the field of aging.
Find resources to spread the word such as career tip sheets, online resources from our partner organizations and The Real Faces of Careers in Aging—a series of audio vignettes featuring interviews with professionals currently working in the field of aging at: https://tinyurl.com/CIAWResources.
The Erickson School of Aging Studies, a Careers in Aging Week partner, is hosting a series of online programs:
Careers in Aging Week Kickoff - Register
Monday, April 19, 2021, 12:00 to 1:00 p.m.
Catching the Wave of Opportunity - Register
Tuesday, April 20, 2021, 4:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Keynote Speaker: Susan Ryan, M.A. - Senior Director, The Green House Project
Tips for a Successful Job Search - Register
Wednesday, April 21, 2021, 12:00 to 1:00 p.m.
Amy Bauer, Managing Principal, CA Search Advisors
Katie Becker, Managing Principal, CA Search Advisors
Professions with a Purpose: Meet our Heroes - Register
Thursday, April 22, 2021, 12:00 to 1:00 p.m.
Moderated by Gary Hibbs - Executive Director, Riderwood
Guest Alumni:
Kevin Heffner, M.A. - CEO, LifeSpan Network
Val Walker, M.A. - Founder & CEO, Doula by Destiny, LLC
Steve Gurney, M.A. - Founder, Positive Aging Sourcebook and the ProAging Network

	AARP Home and Community-Based Services Convening Session
	6. AARP Home and Community-Based Services Convening Session
April 7, 2021
Access the recording of the session: 
https://tinyurl.com/AARPHCBSConvening Passcode: zi@eg?1b

	Featured broadcast reports
	7. Last Week Tonight with John Oliver
April 12, 2021
Long Term Care
John Oliver explains the industry behind nursing homes and assisted living facilities, and why long-term care needs fixing.
Penny Shaw, nursing home resident and advocate and member of Dignity Alliance Massachusetts, has a cameo appearance.
https://tinyurl.com/JohnOliverLongTermCare 
8. Sunday Today (NBC)
April 11, 2021
Man walks Appalachian Trail after Parkinson’s diagnosis
One piece of advice Parkinson’s disease patients often hear from their doctors is that they need to keep their bodies moving. On this World Parkinson’s Day, meet a man who is taking the advice to the extreme. “I feel like as long as I stay on top of the disease that I'm going to win. I'm not going to let Parkinson's interrupt my journey,” Dan Schoenthal says.
https://tinyurl.com/AppalachianParkinsons 

	Reports
	9. The National Consumer Voice for Quality Long-Term Care
2016
Successful Transitions: Reducing the Negative Impact of Nursing Home Closures
https://tinyurl.com/ReducingNegativeImpact 
10. Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services
Minimum Data Set (MDS) 3.0 Frequency Report
The MDS 3.0 Frequency Report summarizes information for active residents currently in nursing homes. The source of these counts is the resident's MDS assessment record. The MDS assessment information for each active nursing home resident is consolidated to create a profile of the most recent standard information for the resident.
https://tinyurl.com/MDS30Frequency 

	Current Webinars / Online sessions
	11. ADA National Network Americans with Disabilities Act State of the Science Conference
Tuesday, April 13 through Thursday, April 15, 2021
To celebrate the 30th Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), this State of the Science Conference will highlight research related to successes and challenges in fulfilling the promise of the ADA.
Each day the virtual conference will feature a keynote speaker and research presentations focusing on a unique theme. Day 1 will focus on Employment and Economic Self-Sufficiency, Day 2 will focus on Community Development and Planning, and Day 3 will focus on Access and Inclusion. Days will last for 3 hours and 30 minutes and feature researchers from the ADA Regional Centers as well as external researchers.
Conference registration is now closed.
For daily agenda and speakers, see:
https://tinyurl.com/ADAStateOfScienceAgenda 
12. U. S. Access Board
Public Forum on Inclusive Design of Autonomous Vehicles
Self-driving or “autonomous” vehicles stand to revolutionize road transportation in the U.S. and around the world. Their cutting-edge technologies and engineering innovations have the potential to dramatically expand transit options for many people, including those with disabilities. It is important that autonomous vehicles (AVs) are designed to be inclusive of everyone. This spring, the U.S. Access Board will host a four-part series of virtual meetings on making AVs accessible to passengers with disabilities. The Board will provide an open forum where members of the public and stakeholders can discuss considerations, challenges, and solutions in designing accessible AVs. The sessions are free and open to the public. Attendees will be able to pose questions and share comments, suggestions, and information.
The Board is undertaking this initiative jointly with other agencies, including the Department of Labor’s Office of Disability Employment Policy and the Department of Health and Human Service’s Administration for Community Living.  Each 1.5-hour webinar discussion will be recorded and supplemented by an online crowdsourcing discussion platform (ePolicyWorks) that will be active for two weeks after each session. Each session will focus on a different type of accessibility (e.g., mobility, communication, cognitive). A final session will review findings and recommendations, identify areas for further study, and recommended next steps.
Program Schedule
· Findings, Recommendations, Future Research, and Suggested Next Steps
April 21, 2021, 2:00 – 3:30 (ET
Meeting links and other details will be posted later.
Sign up to receive updates: https://tinyurl.com/USAccessBoardInfo 
13. Housing is a Human Right
Thursday, April 15, 2021, 7:00 p.m.
Resident Owned Communities: One Housing Answer
Resident Owned Communities (ROC) are one answer to the affordable housing crisis. We will focus on resident owned communities (ROC). There are approximately 1000 ROCs across the country, and more than 200 in Massachusetts. The focus is on four themes in this workshop: First, an overview of what they are including how homeowners get organized to buy and what it means to be a member in a ROC. Second, consumer protections: what to look for when buying in to a ROC, and what to do if there are problems. Third, how to buy a home in a ROC. And fourth, opportunities for new ROCs; how to start one.
Registration and more information: https://tinyurl.com/ROCHousingAnswer 
14. Long Term Care Discussion Group
Tuesday, April 20, 2021, 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Vaccine Hesitancy in the LTC Workforce: Improving Vaccine Uptake
Even after LTC providers were federally prioritized for COVID-19 vaccination, with onsite clinics offered through the CDC Pharmacy Partnership for LTC, only 50% of staff have been willing to be vaccinated. At the request of colleagues in CMS, Sigal Barsade convened a Behavioral Science Task Force to integrate insights and concrete/practical recommendations on how to increase vaccine uptake among employees in LTC. Tina Sandri will talk about how she succeeded in moving from 50% staff acceptance in her organization’s first Pharmacy Partnership clinic to 79% of staff vaccinated by the third clinic. The story of how she did it was featured in the New York Times on March 28 – “Getting to Yes: A Nursing Home’s Mission to Vaccinate its Hesitant Staff.” The goal of the session will be to encourage participants to think about the complexities of the challenge and policy actions that could encourage greater rates of staff acceptance of vaccines. 
 About the Speakers:
Sigal Barsade is a Professor of Management at the Wharton Business School at the University of Pennsylvania. The focus of Professor Barsade’s research, speaking, and consulting practice is emotional intelligence, organizational culture, unconscious bias, teamwork, leadership, and organizational change. She has recently focused her work on the pandemic and helping people cope with the emotional burden of COVID-19. 
Tina Sandri is the CEO and Administrator of Forest Hills of DC, an aging services provider organization in Washington, DC that offers assisted living, skilled nursing care, short term rehabilitation and memory care. Prior to joining Forest Hills, she was the Administrator of Knollwood Military Retirement Community in Washington, DC. Tina invites a teaching orientation from her experience as an Adjunct Professor at George Washington University and as a certified yoga instructor.
Access the Zoom session at:
https://tinyurl.com/LTCCCVaccine Meeting ID: 978 5119 8665
15. National Association of State Head Injury Administrators
Wednesday, April 21, 2021, 12:00 to 1:15 p.m.
Building Partnerships That Last: Working with TBI Model Systems 
Participants will learn:
· An overview of the history, funding mechanisms, components, and research efforts of NIDILRR and the TBI Model Systems grants. 
· The work of the TBI MS National Data and Statistical Center (TBINDSC), the central resource for researchers and data collectors within the program that provides technical assistance, training, and methodological consultation to 16 TBIMS; and the work of the TBI MS Knowledge Translation Center (MSKTC), a national center that facilitates the translation of TBI research and products for a wide range of stakeholders. 
· Specific partnerships between TBI MS and state programs to collaborate on initiatives, from research to practice.
https://tinyurl.com/NASHIAPartnerships 
16. National Information and Referral Support Center
Thursday, April 22, 2021, 4:00 to 5:00 p.m.
One Year In: COVID-19 Information Resources for Aging and Disabilities Programs
Join the webinar to enhance your understanding of risks for populations you serve, learn about vaccine distribution nationally, and consider what lies ahead. See data on the impacts COVID-19 has had on I&R/A programs. Hear from the Georgia Institute of Technology Center for Inclusive Design and Innovation about accessible materials and resources from existing CDC COVID-19 guidance developed for disability audiences. Leave with real-time resources for you to access as the field collectively works to distribute vital health information to those who need it most.
Presenters:
• Martha Roherty, Executive Director, ADvancing States
• Liz Persaud, Program and Outreach Manager, Tools for Life, Georgia’s Assistive Technology Program, Center for Inclusive Design and Innovation, Georgia Institute of Technology
• Nanette Relave, Senior Director, National I&R Support Center, ADvancing States
• Elaine Sawyer, Senior Policy Associate, ADvancing States
https://tinyurl.com/Covid19IAndR 
17. Resources for Integrated Care
Thursday, April 22, 2021, 1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Promoting Disability-Competent Care during COVID-19
This webinar will begin with an overview of Resources for Integrated Care’s Disability Competent Care model. Next, two health plans will share promising practices for addressing the unique needs of dually eligible individuals with disabilities during the COVID-19 public health emergency. Finally, a participant will share firsthand experiences and recommendations on providing care to individuals with disabilities during COVID-19.
Registration: https://tinyurl.com/DisabilityCompetentCare 
18. Administration for Community Living and the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
Thursday, April 22, 2021, 3:00 to 4:30 p.m.
Forming Strategic Partnerships Between Housing, Medicaid HCBS Payers, and Community-Based Services
This webinar provides strategies and best practices to form partnerships between housing, Medicaid HCBS payers, and community-based services to successfully address housing challenges. These partnerships can enable stakeholders to leverage the unprecedented influx of COVID related funding (CARES Act, Omnibus, and American Rescue/Recovery Plan) for rental assistance and pre/post housing related services and supports, ensuring Medicaid HCBS beneficiaries are housed securely and can actively participate in their community.
Panelists:
· Marcella A. Maguire, Ph.D., Director, Health Systems Integration, Center for Supportive Housing
· Michelle Missler, President and CEO, American Association of Service Coordinators
· Susan Henderson, Team Support Director, Hope House Foundation
· Ashley Mancine, Manager, Housing Strategy, Community HealthChoices, UPMC Health Plans
· Alicia Anderson, Management and Program Analyst, Office of Interagency Innovation, Center for Integrated Programs, Administration for Community Living
Registration: https://tinyurl.com/PromisingPracticesHCBSHousing 
19. National Center on Advancing Person-Centered Practices and Systems
Monday, April 26, 2021 3:00 to 4:30 p.m.
Strengths-Based Planning for Worst-Case Scenarios: Person-Centered Planning in Disaster Preparedness
The events of 2020 and early months of 2021 have upended and disrupted everyone’s lives, but the impact on the lives of people with disabilities and older adults is particularly pronounced. It is now clear that planning for emergencies is a must-do, particularly for those who rely on long-term services and supports for their daily wellbeing. What does person-centered planning for disasters look like? And how do we ensure that disaster responses are as person-centered as possible? In this panel, experts will describe what we have learned from recent events so we can be better equipped to respond to future disasters in a person-centered manner. Experts will also weigh in on the difference between personal planning and community planning, and why personal planning is never a substitute for comprehensive whole-community emergency preparedness, disaster response and recovery, and truly inclusive community resilience.
https://tinyurl.com/PersonCenteredDisasterPlanning 
20. National Alzheimer’s and Dementia Research Center
Tuesday, April 27, 2021, 1:00 to 2:00 p.m.
Community Health Workers: A Key Support for People Living with Dementia and Their Caregivers
Community health workers provide support services to people living with dementia and their caregivers. Services may include home wellness and safety checks, help understanding and accessing services, and dementia-focused interventions. Studies have shown many benefits to using community health workers, such as improved health outcomes and a decrease in hospitalizations. In this webinar, participants will learn about two programs that use these workers to help achieve program goals. 
Speakers:
· Alicia a licensed clinical social worker at the WellMed Charitable Foundation in San Antonio, Texas. Alicia currently is assisting on the CODE: SALSA grant, aiding the dementia community living alone in San Antonio. 
· Constantina Mizis is the founding executive director of The Latino Alzheimer's and Memory Disorders .
Register: https://tinyurl.com/CommunityHealthorkersDementia 
21. ADA National Network
Tuesday, April 27, 2021, 2:00 to 3:30 p.m.
Building Local Capacity for ADA Implementation
This interactive session will provide an overview of the ADA Trainer Leadership Network (TLN), a program that equips and supports stakeholders to increase ADA understanding and implementation in local communities. Participants will learn about how diverse membership of vocational rehabilitation professionals, self-advocates, municipal representatives, healthcare educators and others, use a specifically designed, nationally vetted curriculum to provide training and guidance on disability inclusiveness.
https://tinyurl.com/ADALeadership 
22. Administration on Community Living
Wednesday, April 28, 2021, 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
RAISE Family Caregiving Advisory Council Upcoming Virtual Full Council Meeting
The RAISE Family Caregivers Act, which became law on Jan. 22, 2018, directs the Secretary of Health and Human Services to develop a national family caregiving strategy. The strategy will identify actions that communities, providers, government, and others are taking and may take to recognize and support family caregivers, and will include:
· Promoting greater adoption of person- and family-centered care in all healthcare and long-term service and support settings, with the person and the family caregiver at the center of care teams\
· Assessment and service planning (including care transitions and coordination) involving care recipients and family caregivers
· Information, education, training supports, referral, and care coordination
· Respite options
· Financial security and workplace issues
The RAISE Family Caregiving Advisory Council will hold their eighth meeting on April 28, 2021 from 12:30 pm to 4:30 pm ET. The webinar link will be live for access at 12:15 pm ET, on the day of the meeting. No registration is required to join the webinar.
For more information: https://tinyurl.com/RAISECouncil 
23. Interagency on Autism Coordinating Committee and the Office of Autism Research Coordination
Wednesday, April 28, 2021, 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.
The Federal Response to COVID-19 - Addressing the Needs of the Autism and Disability Communities
Presenters from NIH, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and the Departments of Education and Labor will discuss issues related to health, education, and employment of people with disabilities during the pandemic, followed by a discussion with leaders from the autism advocacy community. The event is free and no registration is required.
https://tinyurl.com/AutismCovid19 
24. National Association of State Head Injury Administrators
Wednesday, April 28, 2021, 12:30 to 2:00 p.m.
Traumatic Brain Injury & Substance Use Disorder: Effective Strategies for Group Therapy
https://tinyurl.com/TBISUD 
25. Leonard Davis Institute of Health Economics – University of Pennsylvania
Friday, April 30, 2021, 12:00 to 1:00 p.m.
Balancing Innovation and Access: Can We Lower Drug Prices in a Pandemic?
Speaker:  Dr. Stacie Dusetzina, Associate Professor in the Department of Health Policy and Ingram Associate Professor of Cancer Research at Vanderbilt University School of Medicine.
Access options: https://tinyurl.com/BalancingInnovation 
26. Massachusetts Senior Medicare Patrol Program
Ninth Statewide Conference
Friday, May 7, 2021, 8:30 a.m. 
Keynote Speaker is Dr. Donald Berwick.  This year’s MA SMP Program's Ninth Statewide Conference will highlight and explore the vital importance of engaging and including diverse perspectives and voices in the healthcare system. Only through effective engagement and inclusion can equitable and quality healthcare be achieved.
Registration: https://tinyurl.com/SMSPMay7 ($25 fee).
27. Leonard Davis Institute of Health Economics – University of Pennsylvania
Friday, May 7, 2021, 10:00 a.m. to 1:45 p.m.
The Promise of Health Reform and a Public Option in a Biden Administration
Virtual conference
· Keynote Conversation: "Health Reform in this Political Moment", Tom Daschle, Former Senate Majority Leader, Interviewed by Ezekiel Emanuel.
· Panels: “Expanding Coverage through Medicaid” and “Improving Private Health Insurance Markets”
For more information and registration:  https://tinyurl.com/UPennHealthReform
28. National Association of State Head Injury Administrators
Wednesday, May 12, 2021, 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.
Traumatic Brain Injury & Substance Use Disorder: Effective Strategies for Individual Therapy
https://tinyurl.com/TBISUDPart2 
29. National Association of State Head Injury Administrators
Wednesday, May 26, 2021, 12:30 to 2:00 p.m.
Traumatic Brain Injury & Substance Use Disorder: Criminal Justice
https://tinyurl.com/TBISUDCriminalJustice 

	Biden Proposal
	30. Kaiser Health News
April 12, 2021
Biden Seeks $400 Billion to Buttress Long-Term Care. A Look at What’s at Stake.
https://tinyurl.com/BillionToButress 
31. Kaiser Health News
April 8, 2021
KHN’s ‘What the Health?’: Health Care as Infrastructure (Podcast)
https://tinyurl.com/KHNWhatTheHealth 
32. *The Washington Post
April 8, 2021
How Biden stimulus bill will target homelessness
The president wants to get 130,000 people off the street in the next 12 to 18 months.
https://tinyurl.com/TargetHomelessness 

	World Elder Abuse Awareness Day
	33. National Center on Elder Abuse
World Elder Abuse Awareness Day (WEAAD) was launched on June 15, 2006 by the International Network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse and the World Health Organization at the United Nations.
The purpose of WEAAD is to provide an opportunity for communities around the world to promote a better understanding of abuse and neglect of older persons by raising awareness of the cultural, social, economic, and demographic processes affecting elder abuse and neglect.
 In addition, WEAAD is in support of the United Nations International Plan of Action acknowledging the significance of elder abuse as a public health and human rights issue. WEAAD serves as a call-to-action for individuals, organizations, and communities to raise awareness about elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation.
https://tinyurl.com/WEAADJune15 

	[bookmark: _Hlk58150571]Nursing homes
	34. Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services
Minimum Data Set (MDS) 3.0 Frequency Report
The MDS 3.0 Frequency Report summarizes information for active residents currently in nursing homes. The source of these counts is the resident's MDS assessment record. The MDS assessment information for each active nursing home resident is consolidated to create a profile of the most recent standard information for the resident.
https://tinyurl.com/MDS30Frequency 
35. Worcester Business Journal
April 12, 2021
Long-term care facilities begin rebound toward normalcy
https://tinyurl.com/WBJLTCNormalcy 
36. Spectrum News 9
April 9, 2021
Long-Term Care Advocates Push for Wage Increase for Certified Nursing Assistants
https://tinyurl.com/PuskForWageIncrease 
37. Skilled Nursing News
April 8, 2021
CMS Proposes $444M Medicare Boost for Nursing Homes, Calls Out ‘Unintended’ $1.7B PDPM Gain
https://tinyurl.com/444MedicareBoost 
38. Skilled Nursing News
April 7, 2021
For True Nursing Home Reforms, Operators and Experts Agree: ‘Invest in CNAs’
https://tinyurl.com/InvestInCNAs  
39. Skilled Nursing News
April 4, 2021
Infection Control Immediate Jeopardy Citations Tripled in 2020 — and Nursing Homes Should Expect Even More
https://tinyurl.com/CitationsTripled 

	Assisted Living
	40. HealthDay
April 8, 2021
Assisted Living Centers Can Do More for Dementia Patients, Experts Say
https://tinyurl.com/AssistedLivingDementia 

	Housing
	41. Administration for Community Living and the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
Thursday, April 22, 2021, 3:00 to 4:30 p.m.
Forming Strategic Partnerships Between Housing, Medicaid HCBS Payers, and Community-Based Services
This webinar provides strategies and best practices to form partnerships between housing, Medicaid HCBS payers, and community-based services to successfully address housing challenges. These partnerships can enable stakeholders to leverage the unprecedented influx of COVID related funding (CARES Act, Omnibus, and American Rescue/Recovery Plan) for rental assistance and pre/post housing related services and supports, ensuring Medicaid HCBS beneficiaries are housed securely and can actively participate in their community.
Panelists:
· Marcella A. Maguire, Ph.D., Director, Health Systems Integration, Center for Supportive Housing
· Michelle Missler, President and CEO, American Association of Service Coordinators
· Susan Henderson, Team Support Director, Hope House Foundation
· Ashley Mancine, Manager, Housing Strategy, Community HealthChoices, UPMC Health Plans
· Alicia Anderson, Management and Program Analyst, Office of Interagency Innovation, Center for Integrated Programs, Administration for Community Living
Registration: https://tinyurl.com/PromisingPracticesHCBSHousing 
42. Politico
April 10, 2021
How Biden hopes to fix the thorniest problem in housing
https://tinyurl.com/ThorniestProblem 
43. *The Washington Post
April 8, 2021
How Biden stimulus bill will target homelessness
The president wants to get 130,000 people off the street in the next 12 to 18 months.
https://tinyurl.com/TargetHomelessness

	Home and Community
	44. Administration for Community Living and the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
Thursday, April 22, 2021, 3:00 to 4:30 p.m.
Forming Strategic Partnerships Between Housing, Medicaid HCBS Payers, and Community-Based Services
This webinar provides strategies and best practices to form partnerships between housing, Medicaid HCBS payers, and community-based services to successfully address housing challenges. These partnerships can enable stakeholders to leverage the unprecedented influx of COVID related funding (CARES Act, Omnibus, and American Rescue/Recovery Plan) for rental assistance and pre/post housing related services and supports, ensuring Medicaid HCBS beneficiaries are housed securely and can actively participate in their community.
Panelists:
· Marcella A. Maguire, Ph.D., Director, Health Systems Integration, Center for Supportive Housing
· Michelle Missler, President and CEO, American Association of Service Coordinators
· Susan Henderson, Team Support Director, Hope House Foundation
· Ashley Mancine, Manager, Housing Strategy, Community HealthChoices, UPMC Health Plans
· Alicia Anderson, Management and Program Analyst, Office of Interagency Innovation, Center for Integrated Programs, Administration for Community Living
Registration: https://tinyurl.com/PromisingPracticesHCBSHousing 

	Behavioral Health
	45. Harvard Pilgrim Health Care
Undated
The Importance of Prioritizing Mental Health During COVID-19
https://tinyurl.com/PrioritizingMentalHealth 
46. STAT News
April 12, 2021
On a limb: Despite resistance, a group of researchers is investigating the possibility of a new mental health disorder
https://tinyurl.com/OnALimbMentalHealth    
47. *Wall Street Journal
April 10, 2021
What Covid-19 Taught Us About the High Cost of Isolation
Let’s take the lessons of the past year and apply them to the post-pandemic world
https://tinyurl.com/High-CostOfIsolation 
48. AP News
April 8, 2021
US suicides dropped last year, defying pandemic expectations
https://tinyurl.com/SuicidesDropped 
49. BBC News
April 7, 2021
Covid-19 linked to depression and dementia, study suggests
https://tinyurl.com/CovidLinkedDepression 

	Covid-19
	50. National Center on Advancing Person- Centered Practices and Systems (NCAPPS)
Undated
Health Care Person-Centered Profile
NCAPPS subject matter experts have created a tool – the Health Care Person-Centered Profile – to communicate a person’s wants and needs if they are hospitalized without the direct support of their caregivers, family, neighbors, or friends.  The tool has two pages. The first page can be used to capture brief and vital information about the person’s health status. The second page contains the Person-Centered Profile, a one-page brief description of the things that can assist medical staff in providing more tailored and person-centered care. You can use the accompanying instructions to fill out the template for yourself, someone you love, or someone you are caring for.
https://tinyurl.com/HCPersonCentered 
51. *The Washington Post
April 11, 2021
Opinion: The deadly covid-19 pandemic is obscuring another — obesity
https://tinyurl.com/ObscuringObesity 

	[bookmark: _Hlk57621833]Other
	52. U. S. Department of Justice
April 9, 2021
Justice Department Moves to Intervene in Disability Discrimination Suit Against City of Chicago Regarding Pedestrians with Visual Disabilities
https://tinyurl.com/USDOJVisualImpairment 
53. STAT News
April 9, 2021
Autism: awareness, acceptance, and the places in between
https://tinyurl.com/AutismAwarenessAcceptance 
54. Michigan Medicine
April 6, 2021
Despite pandemic, less than half of older adults have formally recorded healthcare wishes
Risk of severe COVID-19 in people over 50 offers chance to have discussions and complete documents to be used in case of difficult medical decisions
https://tinyurl.com/RecordedHealthcareWishes 

	
	*May require registration before providing article.

	Websites of Dignity Alliance Massachusetts Members
	Alzheimer’s Association of Massachusetts and New Hampshire
https://www.alz.org/manh 
Boston Center for independent Living
https://bostoncil.org/
Massachusetts Advocates for Nursing Home Reform
https://manhr.org/
MetroWest Center for Independent Living
https://mwcil.org/ 
Mystic Valley Elder Services
https://www.mves.org/ 
National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys (NAELA)-Massachusetts Chapter
https://massnaela.com/ 

	Recommended websites
Text highlighted in red font: site added this issue.
	AARP Long-Term Services & Supports State Scorecard
https://tinyurl.com/y5xk6eha  
Massachusetts scorecard can be found at:
https://tinyurl.com/y3ryfzua   
Long-Term Services & Supports State Scorecard
The fourth edition of the LTSS State Scorecard, released in fall 2020, takes a multi-dimensional approach to measure state-level performance of LTSS systems that assist older adults, people with physical disabilities, and family caregivers. Unlike many other rankings that focus on a particular aspect of LTSS system performance, the Scorecard compares state LTSS systems across multiple dimensions, reflecting the importance and interconnectedness each has on the overall LTSS system.
AARP Massachusetts
https://states.aarp.org/massachusetts/ 
Administration on Community Living
https://tinyurl.com/ACLCovid19 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Website
Website with timely Covid 19 information regarding older adults and persons with disabilities and extensive links
Annual Disability Statistics Compendium
https://tinyurl.com/DisabilityCompendium 
The Annual Disability Statistics Compendium, Annual Disability Statistics Supplement, and State Reports for County-level Data are web-based tools that pool disability statistics published by various federal agencies together in one place. When working on legislative and other matters relating to persons with disabilities, the Compendium, Supplement, and State Reports make finding and using disability statistics easier. The Annual Disability Statistics Supplement provides hundreds of additional tables breaking down the content found in the Compendium by age, gender, and race-ethnicity. The State Reports for County-level Data provide county-level statistics for each state complimenting the content found in the Compendium and Supplement.
The Atlantic Covid-19 Data Tracking Project
Massachusetts Specific Data
https://tinyurl.com/yd4q89za 
Massachusetts reports long-term care data for Nursing Homes, Skilled Nursing Facilities, and Rest Homes. Massachusetts reports cumulative data. Data on residents and staff are reported combined. Cases and deaths include probables. Massachusetts defines as probable cases as "patients with a positive serology/antibody test and either COVID-like symptoms or likely exposure to COVID-19," and probable deaths as, "patients who did not have a laboratory test but whose death certificate listed COVID-19 as a cause of death are counted as probable deaths." Data is updated daily.
Bloomberg Vaccine Tracker
https://tinyurl.com/BloombergVaccineTracker 
Presents data on Covid-19 vaccination rates by state and related information.
The Claude Pepper Center
https://claudepeppercenter.fsu.edu/ 
Using information and data from multiple sources to help inform policy makers, researchers, teachers, the media and the public about the health, long term care and income security challenges confronting the nation's older citizens.
Coalition for Serious Medical Care
Massachusetts e-MOLST Web Portal
The e-MOLST Web Portal supports providers in engaging in advance care planning with patients in the current, largely virtual care world. On the portal, clinicians and patients or surrogates can remotely complete and digitally sign MOLST forms.
To sign up for the portal, send full name, licensure/role, institution, work address, work email, and phone number to: masssupport@vyncahealth.com. You will receive an email invitation to create a password and log in within two business days. This is a work in progress; feedback is requested. http://maseriouscare.org/emolst  
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
https://tinyurl.com/MACovidVaccine 
COVID-19 Vaccine in Massachusetts
Gateway page to vaccination information for Massachusetts residents
Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of Public Health
https://tinyurl.com/DPHCovid19Dashboard 
COVID-19 Interactive Data Dashboard
https://tinyurl.com/y9a64rxw 
Covid-19 Vaccination Information and Distribution Timeline
Commit to Connect
https://tinyurl.com/CommitToConnect 
Administration on Community Living
Resources for the aging and disability networks
Combating social isolation and loneliness in all communities
Convergence Center for Policy Resolution: Care for Older Adults
https://tinyurl.com/y9fpom8h 
The Conversation Project
https://tinyurl.com/MattersToMe
What Matters to Me: A Guide to Serious Illness Conversations
A workbook designed to help people with a serious illness get ready to talk to their health care team (doctor, nurse, social worker, etc.) about what is most important to them — to make sure that they get the care they want.
Conversations for Caring
https://tinyurl.com/ConversationsCaring 
Conversations for Caring offers regional training for both professional and volunteer providers, who serve older persons, Veterans, persons living with disabilities of all ages, and their families. Monthly trainings  address some of the most challenging issues facing providers who serve in community services settings and include but are not limited to presentations on addiction, mental/behavioral health, trauma, provider self-care, and homelessness. Trainings are offered by area service providers as well as professional members of medical establishments, regional colleges, and universities. Class participants can earn Continuing Education Credits in Social Work, Nursing, Licensed Alcohol and Drug Abuse Counselor (LADC), and Northeast Emergency Medical Services (NEEMS).
Coronavirus Updates - Washington Post
https://tinyurl.com/t2nv2swg 
Get the most important developments in the coronavirus outbreak straight to your inbox every day. All stories in the newsletter are free to access.
Disability Health Research Center at Johns Hopkins University
https://tinyurl.com/DisabilityHealthRC 
Shifting the paradigm from ‘living with a disability’ to ‘thriving with a disability’ and maximizing the health, equity, and participation of people with disabilities.
The Green House Project
https://tinyurl.com/1pqf1djb 
The Green House Project partners with senior living providers to create homes for older adults that demonstrate more powerful, meaningful, and satisfying lives, work, and relationships. They implement culture change as well as dementia education and training to create person-directed, relationship-rich living environments.
The Guardian / Kaiser Health News partnership
https://tinyurl.com/LostFrontline
Lost on the frontline
Thousands of US healthcare workers have died fighting Covid-19. The Guardian and Kaiser Health News count them and investigate why.
Honoring Choices Massachusetts
https://tinyurl.com/HonoringChoicesGuide 
Health Care Planning Guide: A Road Map for Good Care Over Your Lifetime
Johns Hopkins Disability Health Research Center
https://tinyurl.com/CovidVaccinePrioritization
COVID-19 Vaccine Prioritization Dashboard
This dashboard was created as a partnership between the Johns Hopkins Disability Health Research Center and the Center for Dignity in Healthcare for People with Disabilities as a starting point for understanding how each state is prioritizing the disability community in COVID-19 vaccine distribution and intends to help people with disabilities determine when they qualify for a COVID-19 vaccine in their state.
Joint Center for Housing Research of Harvard University – Aging
https://tinyurl.com/9ps33ydo 
With the rapid aging of the US population, the need for affordable, accessible, and supportive housing suitable for older adults is set to increase. Research in this area focuses on the demographics of the older population; the supply of housing available to adults with functional limitations and disabilities; affordability problems; the links between housing, health, and community services; and the public and private responses to these challenges.
Joint Project of The Guardian and Kaiser Health News
Lost on the frontline
https://tinyurl.com/y393ndr2 
Daily reporting and interactive database on Covid-19 impact on healthcare workforce 
US healthcare worker deaths are under investigation by the Guardian and Kaiser Health News. This is the most comprehensive count in the nation, and the year-long series of investigative reports into this tragedy poses a disturbing question:  Did they have to die?
Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI)
Requires free registration:  https://tinyurl.com/y4768fxw 
COVID-19 Rapid Response Network for Nursing Homes
The Institute for Healthcare Improvement, with support from The John A. Hartford Foundation, offers the COVID-19 Rapid Response Network for Nursing Homes to support nursing home leadership, staff, residents, families, and communities impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Access to webinars, online and print resources, links to relevant sites.
Kaiser Family Foundation
State COVID-19 Data and Policy Actions
https://tinyurl.com/y7f7re8a 
Explore state-level data on a variety of COVID-19 metrics, including the latest hotspots, cases and deaths by race and ethnicity and at long-term care facilities. Find up-to-date information on state policy actions on social distancing measures and reducing barriers to COVID-19 testing and treatment.
Jump to:
Metrics by State | Cases and Deaths by Race/Ethnicity | Cases and Deaths at Long-term Care Facilities
Explore State COVID-19 Policy Actions:
Social Distancing Actions | State COVID-19 Health Policy Actions | Telehealth | Additional State-Level Data
Kaiser Health News
Look Up Your Hospital: Is It Being Penalized by Medicare?
https://tinyurl.com/y5lry648  
You can search by hospital name or location, look at all hospitals in a particular state and sort penalties by year. Under programs set up by the Affordable Care Act, the federal government cuts payments to hospitals that have high rates of readmissions and those with the highest numbers of infections and patient injuries. For the readmission penalties, Medicare cuts as much as 3 percent for each patient, although the average is generally much lower. The patient safety penalties cost hospitals 1 percent of Medicare payments over the federal fiscal year, which runs from October through September.  
LeadingAge
https://tinyurl.com/ydf26jbm
Coronavirus Information for Affordable Housing
Long Term Care Discussion Group
https://tinyurl.com/LTCDiscussion 
The Long Term Care Discussion Group is a voluntary, independent group that meets for the purpose of educating the policy community on all facets of long term care. The group convenes monthly presentations exploring long term care policy, research, and advocacy issues. Membership is free and open to all. Participants span the entire spectrum of the long term care policy community, including federal agency and congressional staff, researchers, and representatives of a wide variety of stakeholder organizations.  The new co-chair of the LTC Discussion Group is Pamela Nadash, Associate Professor of Gerontology at University of Massachusetts Boston, in the McCormack School of Policy & Global Studies and Fellow of the LeadingAge LTSS Center at UMass Boston.
For more information or to be included on the distribution list, email: LTCDiscussionGroup@gmail.com. 
Long-Term Services and Supports Rebalancing Toolkit
https://tinyurl.com/y5exrdgd 
Issued by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
The toolkit provides background information, resources, and promising practices that support state efforts to rebalance Medicaid long-term services and supports (LTSS) in favor of home-and community-based services (HCBS). 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health
https://tinyurl.com/y3b6nlh7
Crisis Standards of Care Planning Guidance for the COVID-19 Pandemic
This Guidance provides direction for the triage of critically ill patients in the event that the public health emergency caused by the COVID-19 pandemic creates a demand for in-patient critical care resources that outstrips supply. It seeks to ensure that every patient has equitable access to care from which they might benefit, and that tragically difficult decisions about the allocation of scarce in-patient care resources must be grounded only on evidence-based criteria that are clear, transparent, and objective; biological factors related only to the likelihood and magnitude of benefit from the medical resources; and should always minimize inequitable outcomes.
Massachusetts Healthy Aging Collaborative
https://tinyurl.com/MAHealthyAging
Working to make Massachusetts a national leader in vibrant and age-friendly communities.  The Collaborative has identified a two-part model to promote healthy aging and the delivery of elder services in Massachusetts through evidence-based programs and other health promotion programs to support healthy communities. Programs and services should reflect the diversity and heterogeneity of older adults across the state.
National Association of Health Care Assistants
https://tinyurl.com/NAHCACNA 
The mission of the National Association of Health Care Assistants is to elevate the professional standing and performance of caregivers through recognition, advocacy, education, and empowerment while building a strong alliance with health care providers to maximize success and quality patient care.
National Association of Social Workers
https://www.naswma.org/page/Housing 
COVID-19 & Housing Resources
Resources and information
The National Consumer Voice for Quality Long-Term Care
https://theconsumervoice.org/
Leading national voice representing consumers in long-term care issues.
National Strategy for the Covid-19 Response and Pandemic Preparedness
https://tinyurl.com/WHNationalPandemicResponse 
Issued by The White House January 21, 2021
New England ADA Center
https://www.newenglandada.org/ 
The New England ADA Center is one of 10 regional ADA Centers comprising the ADA National Network.  Since 1991, the ADA National Network has provided information, guidance, and training on the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), tailored to meet the needs of business, government, and individuals at local, regional, and national levels.  It is not enforcement or regulatory agency, but a helpful resource supporting the ADA’s mission to “make it possible for everyone with a disability to live a life of freedom and equality.
New England ADA Center's ADA and COVID-19 Webpage
https://tinyurl.com/NEADACovid19
People with disabilities have the right to participate in the programs, services and activities offered by municipalities, non-profit organizations, state agencies or businesses. This right of participation remains even during a pandemic, and this principle is even more critical. This website provides information about how the ADA relates to programs and services provided during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Next Avenue
https://tinyurl.com/NextAvenueCovid
The Coronavirus Pandemic: What You Need to Know
This website provides reliable timely reporting to keep readers informed, safe and prepared.
Older Adults Technology Services
https://tinyurl.com/OATSAgingConnected
Find Low-Cost Internet Service in Your Area
Peterson-Kaiser Family Foundation Health System Tracker
https://tinyurl.com/ycrqmnrf 
How well is the U.S. health system performing? Explore a variety of indicators of health spending, quality of care, access, and health outcomes.
PHI
https://phinational.org/ 
PHI works to transform eldercare and disability services by fostering dignity, respect, and independence—for all who receive care, and all who provide it. As the nation’s leading authority on the direct care workforce, PHI promotes quality direct care jobs as the foundation for quality care.
PHI Workforce Data Center
https://tinyurl.com/PHIWorkforceData                                                                 
From wages to employment statistics, across states and nationwide, find the latest data on the direct care workforce.
Pioneer Network
https://www.pioneernetwork.net/ 
Pioneer Network is the national leader of the culture change movement, helping care providers to transition away from a medical, institutional model of elder care to one that is life affirming, satisfying, humane and meaningful. Pioneer Network advocates for a culture of aging in which individual voices are heard and individual choices are respected.
Pro Publica – Nursing Home Inspect
https://tinyurl.com/3aca77l5
How Safe Are Nursing Homes Near Me? This Tool Will Help You Find Out.
Nursing Home Inspect searches through thousands of nursing home inspection reports to find problems and trends.  The latest update includes data on infection control violations, and notations for facilities that have had a coronavirus case.
U. S. Food and Drug Administration
https://tinyurl.com/y93oezdf
Beware of Fraudulent Coronavirus Tests, Vaccines and Treatments
Up to date consumer information.
Visitability.org
https://tinyurl.com/Visitability 
Basic Access to Homes
Voices from the Pandemic - Washington Post
https://tinyurl.com/yxdg63g2 
A collection of accounts from people who have been sharing their personal stories about covid-19.  As told to Eli Saslow.
Voices for Seniors
https://tinyurl.com/VoicesForSeniors 
The mission of VoicesForSeniors is to significantly improve the quality of life for our most vulnerable, elderly communities through grassroots initiatives and advocacy for protective legislation and reform.
VoicesForSeniors uses online resources and social media to change the public’s perspective on senior citizens, and to educate others about the shortcomings of nursing homes and current protective legislation.
White House Official Site
https://www.whitehouse.gov/
This commitment to accessibility for all begins with this site and our efforts to ensure all functionality and all content is accessible to all Americans.
Our ongoing accessibility effort works towards conforming to the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) version 2.1, level AA criteria. These guidelines not only help make web content accessible to users with sensory, cognitive and mobility disabilities, but ultimately to all users, regardless of ability. Ongoing accessibility efforts work toward making WhiteHouse.gov as accessible as possible. The White House welcomes comments on how to improve the site’s accessibility for users with disabilities.
World Health Organization (WH0) – Ageing
https://tinyurl.com/ymgo3ud4
Comprehensive website with these components:  Factsheets; Guidelines; Databases; WHO Resolutions; WHO Teams

	Dignity Alliance Massachusetts is a broad-based coalition of organizations and individuals pursuing fundamental changes in the provision of long-term services, support, and care for older adults and persons with disabilities.  
Our guiding principle is the assurance of dignity for those receiving the services as well as for those providing them.
The information presented in “The Tuesday Digest” is obtained from publicly available sources and does not necessarily represent positions held by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts. 
Previous issues of The Tuesday Digest are available at:  https://dignityalliancema.org/the-tuesday-digest/ 
For more information about Dignity Alliance Massachusetts, please visit www.DignityAllianceMA.org. 
If you have submissions for inclusion in The Tuesday Digest or have questions or comments, please submit them to paul.lanzikos@gmail.com. 
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