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	The Tuesday Digest
Issue # 29						       March 16, 2021
The Tuesday Digest is information complied by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts concerning long-term services, support, living options, and care issued each Tuesday.

	Funding Opportunity
	1. U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
Older Adults Home Modification Grant Program
 HUD’s Office of Lead Hazard Control and Healthy Homes has announced $30 million in grant funds and training resources to non-federal entities to establish the Older Adults Home Modification Grant Program. The grant program will assist experienced nonprofits, state and local governments, and public housing authorities in programs that make home modifications and limited repairs to meet the needs of low-income older adult homeowners.
The goal of the program is to help these homeowners "age in place" through low-cost, low barrier, high impact home modifications that:
· Reduce the risk of falls.
· Improve general safety.
· Increase accessibility.
· Improve older adults' functional abilities in their homes.
Grant Opportunity: FR-6400-N-69
Application deadline: May 4, 2021
Details and Application: https://tinyurl.com/HomeModificationGrantProgram 

	Surveys
	2. American Association on Health and Disability
COVID-19 and Vaccine Survey for Adults with Disabilities
Deadline: Friday, March 26, 2021
The American Association on Health and Disability is concerned about the impact of COVID-19 on persons with disabilities and has launched a cross disability survey to look at vaccine hesitancy and access challenges people with disabilities are encountering. The purpose of the survey is to better understand the reasons adults with disabilities have or will take the vaccine, are not sure about taking the vaccine, or have decided not to take the vaccine. This information will be shared with the disability community, health and public health professionals, policymakers, and researchers.  The average completion time is less than 8 minutes. The survey asks a series of disability-specific and general questions about vaccine decisions. You may freely share the survey.
https://tinyurl.com/Covid19DisabilitySurvey 

	Call for Volunteers

	3. Administration on Community Living
American Dental Association (ADA): Call for Elder Care Committee Volunteers
The ADA Council on Dental Practice is seeking subject matter experts on geriatrics, dental treatment in long-term care facilities, mobile dentistry care delivery, or tele-dentistry for access to care of geriatric patients, to volunteer for the National Elder Care Advisory Committee
https://tinyurl.com/DentalVolunteers 

	Request for Comments
	4. Health and Human Services Office of Civil Rights
Extension of the Public Comment Period for Proposed Modifications to the HIPAA Privacy Rule
The HHS Office for Civil Rights (OCR) has announced a 45-day extension of the public comment period for the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) to modify the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) Privacy Rule.
The proposed changes to the HIPAA Privacy Rule include:
· strengthening individuals’ rights to access their own health information, including electronic information,
· improving information sharing for care coordination and case management for individuals;
· facilitating greater family and caregiver involvement in the care of individuals experiencing emergencies or health crises;
· enhancing flexibilities for disclosures in emergency or threatening circumstances, such as the Opioid and COVID-19 public health emergencies; and
· reducing administrative burdens on HIPAA covered health care providers and health plans, while continuing to protect individuals’ health information privacy interests.
OCR encourages and will carefully consider comments from all stakeholders, including patients and their families, consumer advocates, HIPAA covered entities (health plans, health care clearinghouses, and most health care providers) and their business associates, health care professional associations, health information management professionals, health information technology vendors, and government entities.
The new deadline to submit comments is May 6, 2021
To review the proposed rule and submit comments: https://tinyurl.com/ModificationsHIPAA 

	Reports
	5. The Gerontology Institute Blog
March 12, 2021
New Report Ranks Elder Economic Insecurity in 100 Largest U.S. Metro Areas
https://tinyurl.com/EconomicInsecurity100 

	Public Policy Proposals
	6. Executive Office of Health and Human Services
Roadmap for Behavioral Health Reform
Ensuring the right treatment when and where people need it
Text: https://tinyurl.com/BehavioralRoadmapMA 
Presentation Slides: https://tinyurl.com/BehvioralRoadmapSlides 

	[bookmark: _Hlk51342130]Current Webinars / Online sessions
	7. Traumatic Brain Injury Technical Assistance and Resource Center
Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) Tuesdays Webinar Series in March and April
In observance of Brain Injury Awareness Month this year and in lieu of the Administration for Community Living’s annual in-person Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) Stakeholder Day, the TBI Resource Center is hosting virtual TBI Tuesdays (1:00 - 4 pm ET) during the months of March and April.
· March 16, 2021, 1:00 - 4:00 pm ET
Sustainable Partnerships: Forging Relationships that Last
https://tinyurl.com/TBIMarch16
· March 23, 2021, 1:00 - 4:00 pm
Return to Learn: Equal Access to Education for Students with Brain Injury
https://tinyurl.com/TBIMarch23
· March 30, 2021, 1:00 - 4:00 pm
Justice for All: Serving Individuals with Brain Injury Across the Justice System
https://tinyurl.com/TBIMar30 
· April 6, 2021, 1:00 - 4:00 pm
Maximizing the Effectiveness of Advisory Boards Through Full Participation
https://tinyurl.com/TBIApril6 
8. U. S. Access Board
Public Forum on Inclusive Design of Autonomous Vehicles
Self-driving or “autonomous” vehicles stand to revolutionize road transportation in the U.S. and around the world. Their cutting-edge technologies and engineering innovations have the potential to dramatically expand transit options for many people, including those with disabilities. It is important that autonomous vehicles (AVs) are designed to be inclusive of everyone. This spring, the U.S. Access Board will host a four-part series of virtual meetings on making AVs accessible to passengers with disabilities. The Board will provide an open forum where members of the public and stakeholders can discuss considerations, challenges, and solutions in designing accessible AVs. The sessions are free and open to the public. Attendees will be able to pose questions and share comments, suggestions, and information.
The Board is undertaking this initiative jointly with other agencies, including the Department of Labor’s Office of Disability Employment Policy and the Department of Health and Human Service’s Administration for Community Living.  Each 1.5-hour webinar discussion will be recorded and supplemented by an online crowdsourcing discussion platform (ePolicyWorks) that will be active for two weeks after each session. Each session will focus on a different type of accessibility (e.g., mobility, communication, cognitive). A final session will review findings and recommendations, identify areas for further study, and recommended next steps.
Program Schedule
· Accessibility for Passengers with Mobility Disabilities: Maneuvering and Securement in Vehicles
March 24, 2021, 2:00 – 3:30 (ET)
· Communication Accessibility for Passengers with Sensory or Cognitive Disabilities
April 7, 2021, 2:00 – 3:30 (ET)
· Findings, Recommendations, Future Research, and Suggested Next Steps
April 21, 2021, 2:00 – 3:30 (ET
Meeting links and other details will be posted later.
Sign up to receive updates: https://tinyurl.com/USAccessBoardInfo 
9. National Council on Aging
Thursday, March 18, 2021 2:00 p.m.
The nation’s top policy leaders offer straight talk about what needs to change to ensure that every American can age with health and financial security.  Our nation has a new Administration, a new Congress, and an ongoing health and economic crisis. Now is the time for bold policy action.
Registration: https://tinyurl.com/NCOAMarch18 
10. National Guardianship Association
Thursday, March 18, 2021 1:00 p.m.
Aging Life Care Associates and the Guardianship Process
Webinar about membership in the professional association of guardians (www.aginglifecare.org)
Registration:  https://tinyurl.com/ALCWebinarMar18 
11. Administration on Community Living
Thursday, March 18, 2021 3:00 to 4:30 p.m.
Bridging the Digital Divide for HCBS Beneficiaries (Part II)
The COVID-19 Public Health Emergency (PHE) has left many older adults and people with disabilities grieving the loss of close relationships and a sense of community due to physical distancing orders, staffing shortages, and the closing of day programs. All this takes a considerable toll on their physical and mental well-being.  Topics covered in this session:
· Internet: access and affordability
· Hardware (smart phones, tablets) / software (apps): affordability, setup, technical supports
Registration:  https://tinyurl.com/DigitalDivideHCBS 
12. A Faith that Does Justice
Tuesday, March 23, 2021 7:00 p.m. 
Be an Agent of Change: Achieve Health Justice
Join A Faith That Does Justice and Healthcare for All for a conversation about the actions you can take as an individual to work towards justice, equity, and inclusion in health care. We learned at our most recent community meeting how disparities are impacting the health of communities of color. Now join us for a hands-on discussion about how you can put your faith into action to be an agent for change. The workshop will be led by Peter Gyves, SJ, MD with Chris Noble, Health Justice Campaign Organizer at Health Care for All.
Registration: https://tinyurl.com/AHJAgentOfChange 
13. Northeast Independent Living Program
Tuesday, April 6, 2021 10:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
Disability Awareness and Cultural Competence
Facilitated by trainers with lived experience, this interactive workshop breaks down disability stigmas and provides participants with a deeper understanding about the systemic issues many in the disability community must overcome to maintain their independence.  
More information and registration: https://tinyurl.com/DisabilityStigmaTraining 
14. Justice in Aging
Wednesday, April 7, 2021 2:00 p.m.
Consumer Rights in Nursing Facility Admissions
This webinar will explain how the federal law provides protections for consumers, but also how the law falls short in some instances. A discussion of admissions discrimination will include presentation of a recent study that develops evidence of payment-source and care-needs discrimination through analysis of data from the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services.  
https://tinyurl.com/ConsumerRightsNF 
15. National Center on Advancing Person-Centered Practices and Systems 
Monday, April 26, 2021 3:00 to 4:30 p.m.
Strengths-Based Planning for Worst-Case Scenarios: Person-Centered Planning in Disaster Preparedness
The events of 2020 and early months of 2021 have upended and disrupted everyone’s lives, but the impact on the lives of people with disabilities and older adults is particularly pronounced. It is now clear that planning for emergencies is a must-do, particularly for those who rely on long-term services and supports for their daily wellbeing. What does person-centered planning for disasters look like? And how do we ensure that disaster responses are as person-centered as possible? In this panel, experts will describe what we have learned from recent events so we can be better equipped to respond to future disasters in a person-centered manner. Experts will also weigh in on the difference between personal planning and community planning, and why personal planning is never a substitute for comprehensive whole-community emergency preparedness, disaster response and recovery, and truly inclusive community resilience.
https://tinyurl.com/PersonCenteredDisasterPlanning 

	Recorded webinars
	16. Massachusetts Association for Mental Health
Undated webinar
Working with Older Adult Trauma Survivors
Joan Cook, Ph.D., a nationally-recognized expert in geriatric traumatic stress at the Yale School of Medicine’s Department of Psychiatry, discusses the impact of trauma as a risk factor for older adult well-being and offers strategies for more effectively supporting older adults with a history of trauma.
https://tinyurl.com/OlderAdultTrauma 
17. Massachusetts Association for Mental Health
September 30, 2020 (Recorded webinar: 46 minutes
Caregiving Conversations: Reflecting on Race, Older Adults, and Implications for Behavioral Health
This webinar conversation explores answers to the question: What would it look like if we acknowledged and addressed the impact of racism and disparities in providing services to older adults? Presenters include Sandra Best Bailly, MSW (Simmons University School of Social Work), Lynda Phillips, LICSW, MA (BIO 1 Healthcare Consulting), and Emmanuelle Renelique (Awakening Excellence Adult Day Health Center).
https://tinyurl.com/RaceImplications 
18. Massachusetts Association for Mental Health
August 27, 2020 (Recorded webinar: 46 minutes)
COVID: Supporting Frontline Staff and Caregivers
MA Health & Human Services Secretary Marylou Sudders kicks off MAMH’s Well Being in the Time of COVID series by acknowledging the important contributions of frontline staff and caregivers supporting people most at risk during the pandemic.
https://tinyurl.com/WellbeingTimeCovid
19. Massachusetts Association for Mental Health
August 27, 2020 (Recorded webinar: 104 minutes)
Substance Use, Co-Occurring Conditions, and Older Adults
This webinar training with Karen Fortuna, Ph.D. introduces MAMH's REACH with Older Adults approach to supporting older adults who may have problems with substance use.
https://tinyurl.com/CoOccuringConditions 

	Featured websites
	20. The Consumer Voice:  A Year of Lockdown and Loss
Through two special video presentations, Consumer Voice honors and remembers those who have died this past year and hears directly from residents and family members about their experiences during the lockdown.
https://tinyurl.com/YearOfLockdown 

	Featured articles
	21. New York Times via Yahoo News
March 13, 2021
Maggots, Rape and Yet Five Stars: How U.S. Ratings of Nursing Homes Mislead the Public
Nursing homes have manipulated the influential star system in ways that have masked deep problems — and left them unprepared for Covid-19.
https://tinyurl.com/MaggotsRapeYetFiveStars 
22. Politico
March 11, 2021
Nursing homes need fixing. Here’s where to start.
The most dangerous job in America is nursing home caregiver, but a few key policy changes could make senior homes safer for everyone in the post-Covid era.
Author is David Grabowski, Professor of Health Care Policy, Department of Health Care Policy, Harvard Medical School.
https://tinyurl.com/NHNeedFixing 
23. Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services
March 10, 2021
Nursing Home Visitation - COVID-19 Revised Recommendations
https://tinyurl.com/NHVisitationRevised 

	[bookmark: _Hlk58150571]Nursing homes
	24. The Gerontology Institute Blog
March 15, 2021
Nursing Home Reimbursement: A case study
https://tinyurl.com/NHReimbursement-CaseStudy 
25. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report
March 15, 2021
Effectiveness of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine Among Residents of Two Skilled Nursing Facilities Experiencing COVID-19 Outbreaks — Connecticut, December 2020–February 2021
https://tinyurl.com/EffectivenessPfizer 
26. *New York Times
March 13, 2021
Maggots, Rape and Yet Five Stars: How U.S. Ratings of Nursing Homes Mislead the Public
Nursing homes have manipulated the influential star system in ways that have masked deep problems — and left them unprepared for Covid-19.
https://tinyurl.com/MaggotsYetFiveStars 
27. CNN Health
March 12, 2021
With new nursing home guidelines, card games with grandpa are back, regardless of your vaccination status
https://tinyurl.com/CardGamesGrandpa 
28. ProPublica
March 10, 2021
Cuomo’s Nursing Home Scandal Raises Questions for One of His Senior Aides
https://tinyurl.com/ScandalRaises 
29. *New York Times
March 9, 2021
Elderly, Vaccinated and Still Lonely and Locked Inside
“Right now, they aren’t living. They are existing.” As nursing homes in Canada grapple with the balance between protecting residents while preserving their rights and autonomy, time is running out for many.
https://tinyurl.com/StillLonelyAndLocked 
30. Kaiser Family Foundation
January 14, 2021
Factors Associated With COVID-19 Cases and Deaths in Long-Term Care Facilities: Findings from a Literature Review
https://tinyurl.com/Covid19CasesDeaths 
31. IntegraMed
August 25, 2020
Underreporting in Nursing Home Quality Measures
https://tinyurl.com/UnderreportingNH 
32. Skilled Nursing News
April 27, 2020
The Spotlight on Nursing Homes Has Never Been Brighter. Let’s Keep It That Way
https://tinyurl.com/SpotlightOnNursing 
33. Health Services Research
December 29, 2019
Assessment of nursing home reporting of major injury falls for quality measurement on nursing home compare
https://tinyurl.com/MajorInjuryFalls  
34. Office of Inspector General – U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
June 12, 2019
Incidents of Potential Abuse and Neglect at Skilled Nursing Facilities Were Not Always Reported and Investigated
https://tinyurl.com/PotentialAbuseNeglect 

	[bookmark: _Hlk64284513]Housing
	35. Senior Housing News
March 10, 2021
Medicaid Could Help Unlock Middle-Market Senior Living — But Policies, MCOs May Not Favor Providers
https://tinyurl.com/MedicaidUnlockSeniorLiving 
36. National Academy of State Health Policy
March 8, 2021
How States Use Federal Medicaid Authorities to Finance Housing-Related Services
https://tinyurl.com/MedicaidHousingServices 

	Home and Community
	37. STAT News
March 9, 2021
Barriers keep many primary care practices from vaccinating seniors
https://tinyurl.com/BarriersKeep 
38. Massachusetts Association for Mental Health
August 27, 2020 (Recorded webinar: 46 minutes)
COVID: Supporting Frontline Staff and Caregivers
MA Health & Human Services Secretary Marylou Sudders kicks off MAMH’s Well Being in the Time of COVID series by acknowledging the important contributions of frontline staff and caregivers supporting people most at risk during the pandemic.
https://tinyurl.com/WellbeingTimeCovid 

	Behavioral Health
	39. Executive Office of Health and Human Services
Roadmap for Behavioral Health Reform
Ensuring the right treatment when and where people need it
Text: https://tinyurl.com/BehavioralRoadmapMA 
Presentation Slides: https://tinyurl.com/BehvioralRoadmapSlides
40. Massachusetts Association for Mental Health
Undated webinar
Working with Older Adult Trauma Survivors
Joan Cook, Ph.D., a nationally recognized expert in geriatric traumatic stress at the Yale School of Medicine’s Department of Psychiatry, discusses the impact of trauma as a risk factor for older adult well-being and offers strategies for more effectively supporting older adults with a history of trauma.
https://tinyurl.com/OlderAdultTrauma 
41. *Wall Street Journal
March 8, 2021
Covid-19’s Lasting Effects on Mental Health—for Good and Bad
https://tinyurl.com/CovidLastingImpact 
42. U. S. Department of Justice
November 17, 2021
Justice Department Alleges Conditions at Massachusetts Department of Corrections Violate the Constitution
In the report, DOJ found significant constitutional violations and chronicled findings from an investigation into treatment for prisoners under "mental health watch" in MA Department of Corrections (MDOC) facilities. Investigators noted that MDOC failed to provide mental health services to prisoners on mental health watch and cited numerous incidents in which staff failed to remove self-harm instruments and sometimes cruelly taunted prisoners to engage in self-harm. In addition, MDOC violated its own policies that limit mental health watch - which is severely restrictive and almost entirely isolating - to a maximum of four days. From July 2018-August 2019, MDOC held 106 prisoners experiencing a mental health crisis on mental health watch for 14 consecutive days or longer.
https://tinyurl.com/JusticeAllegesMDOC 
43. Massachusetts Association for Mental Health
September 30, 2020 (Recorded webinar: 46 minutes)
Caregiving Conversations: Reflecting on Race, Older Adults, and Implications for Behavioral Health
This webinar conversation explores answers to the question: What would it look like if we acknowledged and addressed the impact of racism and disparities in providing services to older adults? Presenters include Sandra Best Bailly, MSW (Simmons University School of Social Work), Lynda Phillips, LICSW, MA (BIO 1 Healthcare Consulting), and Emmanuelle Renelique (Awakening Excellence Adult Day Health Center).
https://tinyurl.com/RaceImplications 
44. Massachusetts Association for Mental Health
August 27, 2020 (Recorded webinar: 104 minutes)
Substance Use, Co-Occurring Conditions, and Older Adults
This webinar training with Karen Fortuna, Ph.D. introduces MAMH's REACH with Older Adults approach to supporting older adults who may have problems with substance use.
https://tinyurl.com/CoOccuringConditions

	Covid-19
	45. American Association on Health and Disability
COVID-19 and Vaccine Survey for Adults with Disabilities
Deadline: Friday, March 26, 2021
The American Association on Health and Disability is concerned about the impact of COVID-19 on persons with disabilities and has launched a cross disability survey to look at vaccine hesitancy and access challenges people with disabilities are encountering. The purpose of the survey is to better understand the reasons adults with disabilities have or will take the vaccine, are not sure about taking the vaccine, or have decided not to take the vaccine. This information will be shared with the disability community, health and public health professionals, policymakers, and researchers.  The average completion time is less than 8 minutes. The survey asks a series of disability-specific and general questions about vaccine decisions. You may freely share the survey.
https://tinyurl.com/Covid19DisabilitySurvey
46. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
COVID-19 Resources on Vulnerable Populations for Consumers and Patients
https://tinyurl.com/CovidResourcesVulnerable 
47. Mln Connects - Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
March 15, 2021
Biden-Harris Administration Increases Medicare Payment for Life-Saving COVID-19 Vaccine
https://tinyurl.com/IncreasedMedicarePayment 
48. NBC News
March 13, 2021
Blind Americans face roadblocks booking online vaccine appointments
“This has been a real rough year for folks with the kinds of disabilities that affect computer and internet use,” one expert said.
https://tinyurl.com/BlindFaceRoadblocks 
49. PEW Podcast
March 12, 2021
Misinformation and the Coronavirus Vaccines
https://tinyurl.com/PEWCovidMisinformation 
50. Administration on Community Living
March 11, 2021
Guest blog on vaccine advocacy: "We are not expendable. We are people first."
https://tinyurl.com/NotExpendable 
51. The Atlantic
March 11, 2021
People Are Keeping Their Vaccines Secret
COVID-19 vaccinations have become a public spectacle, but they touch intensely private questions.
https://tinyurl.com/VaccineSecret 
52. STAT News
March 10, 2021
‘Then the world caved in’: 9 experts describe the day they realized Covid-19 was here to stay
https://tinyurl.com/WorldCaved 
53. FiveThirtyEight
March 10, 2021
Why A Staggered Vaccine Rollout Is Better Than First Come, First Served
https://tinyurl.com/StaggeredVaccine 
54. Alaska Public Media
March 9, 2021
Alaska will be first in U.S. to offer COVID-19 vaccines to all adults
https://tinyurl.com/AlaskaFirst 
55. National Academy on State Health Policy
March 8, 2021
State Strategies for Vaccinating Individuals Experiencing Homelessness against COVID-19
https://tinyurl.com/VaccinatingHomeless 
56. U. S. Census Bureau
March 8, 2021
Initial Impact of COVID-19 on U.S. Economy More Widespread Than on Mortality
Pandemic Impact on Mortality and Economy Varies Across Age Groups and Geographies
https://tinyurl.com/EconomyMoreThanMortality 
57. Center for Disease Control and Prevention
February 28, 2021 (updated)
What Older Adults Need to Know about COVID-19 Vaccines
https://tinyurl.com/OlderAdultsCovidVaccine 

	[bookmark: _Hlk57621833]Other
	58. The Gerontology Institute Blog
March 12, 2021
New Report Ranks Elder Economic Insecurity in 100 Largest U.S. Metro Areas
https://tinyurl.com/EconomicInsecurity100 
59. LGBTQ Nation
March 10, 2021
New Jersey passes groundbreaking LGBTQ “Senior Bill of Rights”
https://tinyurl.com/LGBTQSeniorBillOfRights 
60. The Harvard Gazette
February 1, 2021
Doctors share views on patients with disability
Survey says most physicians associate disabilities with worse quality of life, a finding that may contribute to care disparities.
https://tinyurl.com/DoctorViewsDisability 

	
	*May require registration before providing article.

	Websites of Dignity Alliance Massachusetts Members
	Alzheimer’s Association of Massachusetts and New Hampshire
https://www.alz.org/manh 
Boston Center for independent Living
https://bostoncil.org/
Massachusetts Advocates for Nursing Home Reform
https://manhr.org/
MetroWest Center for Independent Living
https://mwcil.org/ 
Mystic Valley Elder Services
https://www.mves.org/ 
National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys (NAELA)-Massachusetts Chapter
https://massnaela.com/ 

	Recommended websites
Text highlighted in red font: site added this issue.
	AARP Long-Term Services & Supports State Scorecard
https://tinyurl.com/y5xk6eha  
Massachusetts scorecard can be found at:
https://tinyurl.com/y3ryfzua   
Long-Term Services & Supports State Scorecard
The fourth edition of the LTSS State Scorecard, released in fall 2020, takes a multi-dimensional approach to measure state-level performance of LTSS systems that assist older adults, people with physical disabilities, and family caregivers. Unlike many other rankings that focus on a particular aspect of LTSS system performance, the Scorecard compares state LTSS systems across multiple dimensions, reflecting the importance and interconnectedness each has on the overall LTSS system.
AARP Massachusetts
https://states.aarp.org/massachusetts/ 
Administration on Community Living
https://tinyurl.com/ACLCovid19 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Website
Website with timely Covid 19 information regarding older adults and persons with disabilities and extensive links
The Atlantic Covid-19 Data Tracking Project
Massachusetts Specific Data
https://tinyurl.com/yd4q89za 
Massachusetts reports long-term care data for Nursing Homes, Skilled Nursing Facilities, and Rest Homes. Massachusetts reports cumulative data. Data on residents and staff are reported combined. Cases and deaths include probables. Massachusetts defines as probable cases as "patients with a positive serology/antibody test and either COVID-like symptoms or likely exposure to COVID-19," and probable deaths as, "patients who did not have a laboratory test but whose death certificate listed COVID-19 as a cause of death are counted as probable deaths." Data is updated daily.
Bloomberg Vaccine Tracker
https://tinyurl.com/BloombergVaccineTracker 
Presents data on Covid-19 vaccination rates by state and related information.
The Claude Pepper Center
https://claudepeppercenter.fsu.edu/ 
Using information and data from multiple sources to help inform policy makers, researchers, teachers, the media and the public about the health, long term care and income security challenges confronting the nation's older citizens.
Coalition for Serious Medical Care
Massachusetts e-MOLST Web Portal
The e-MOLST Web Portal supports providers in engaging in advance care planning with patients in the current, largely virtual care world. On the portal, clinicians and patients or surrogates can remotely complete and digitally sign MOLST forms.
To sign up for the portal, send full name, licensure/role, institution, work address, work email, and phone number to: masssupport@vyncahealth.com. You will receive an email invitation to create a password and log in within two business days. This is a work in progress; feedback is requested. http://maseriouscare.org/emolst  
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
https://tinyurl.com/MACovidVaccine 
COVID-19 Vaccine in Massachusetts
Gateway page to vaccination information for Massachusetts residents
Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of Public Health
https://tinyurl.com/DPHCovid19Dashboard 
COVID-19 Interactive Data Dashboard
https://tinyurl.com/y9a64rxw 
Covid-19 Vaccination Information and Distribution Timeline
Commit to Connect
https://tinyurl.com/CommitToConnect 
Administration on Community Living
Resources for the aging and disability networks
Combating social isolation and loneliness in all communities
Convergence Center for Policy Resolution: Care for Older Adults
https://tinyurl.com/y9fpom8h 
The Conversation Project
https://tinyurl.com/MattersToMe
What Matters to Me: A Guide to Serious Illness Conversations
A workbook designed to help people with a serious illness get ready to talk to their health care team (doctor, nurse, social worker, etc.) about what is most important to them — to make sure that they get the care they want.
Conversations for Caring
https://tinyurl.com/ConversationsCaring 
Conversations for Caring offers regional training for both professional and volunteer providers, who serve older persons, Veterans, persons living with disabilities of all ages, and their families. Monthly trainings  address some of the most challenging issues facing providers who serve in community services settings and include but are not limited to presentations on addiction, mental/behavioral health, trauma, provider self-care, and homelessness. Trainings are offered by area service providers as well as professional members of medical establishments, regional colleges, and universities. Class participants can earn Continuing Education Credits in Social Work, Nursing, Licensed Alcohol and Drug Abuse Counselor (LADC), and Northeast Emergency Medical Services (NEEMS).
Coronavirus Updates - Washington Post
https://tinyurl.com/t2nv2swg 
Get the most important developments in the coronavirus outbreak straight to your inbox every day. All stories in the newsletter are free to access.
Disability Health Research Center at Johns Hopkins University
https://tinyurl.com/DisabilityHealthRC 
Shifting the paradigm from ‘living with a disability’ to ‘thriving with a disability’ and maximizing the health, equity, and participation of people with disabilities.
The Green House Project
https://tinyurl.com/1pqf1djb 
The Green House Project partners with senior living providers to create homes for older adults that demonstrate more powerful, meaningful, and satisfying lives, work, and relationships. They implement culture change as well as dementia education and training to create person-directed, relationship-rich living environments.
The Guardian / Kaiser Health News partnership
https://tinyurl.com/LostFrontline
Lost on the frontline
Thousands of US healthcare workers have died fighting Covid-19. The Guardian and Kaiser Health News count them and investigate why.
Honoring Choices Massachusetts
https://tinyurl.com/HonoringChoicesGuide 
Health Care Planning Guide: A Road Map for Good Care Over Your Lifetime
Johns Hopkins Disability Health Research Center
https://tinyurl.com/CovidVaccinePrioritization
COVID-19 Vaccine Prioritization Dashboard
This dashboard was created as a partnership between the Johns Hopkins Disability Health Research Center and the Center for Dignity in Healthcare for People with Disabilities as a starting point for understanding how each state is prioritizing the disability community in COVID-19 vaccine distribution and intends to help people with disabilities determine when they qualify for a COVID-19 vaccine in their state.
Joint Center for Housing Research of Harvard University – Aging
https://tinyurl.com/9ps33ydo 
With the rapid aging of the US population, the need for affordable, accessible, and supportive housing suitable for older adults is set to increase. Research in this area focuses on the demographics of the older population; the supply of housing available to adults with functional limitations and disabilities; affordability problems; the links between housing, health, and community services; and the public and private responses to these challenges.
Joint Project of The Guardian and Kaiser Health News
Lost on the frontline
https://tinyurl.com/y393ndr2 
Daily reporting and interactive database on Covid-19 impact on healthcare workforce 
US healthcare worker deaths are under investigation by the Guardian and Kaiser Health News. This is the most comprehensive count in the nation, and the year-long series of investigative reports into this tragedy poses a disturbing question:  Did they have to die?
Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI)
Requires free registration:  https://tinyurl.com/y4768fxw 
COVID-19 Rapid Response Network for Nursing Homes
The Institute for Healthcare Improvement, with support from The John A. Hartford Foundation, offers the COVID-19 Rapid Response Network for Nursing Homes to support nursing home leadership, staff, residents, families, and communities impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Access to webinars, online and print resources, links to relevant sites.
Kaiser Family Foundation
State COVID-19 Data and Policy Actions
https://tinyurl.com/y7f7re8a 
Explore state-level data on a variety of COVID-19 metrics, including the latest hotspots, cases and deaths by race and ethnicity and at long-term care facilities. Find up-to-date information on state policy actions on social distancing measures and reducing barriers to COVID-19 testing and treatment.
Jump to:
Metrics by State | Cases and Deaths by Race/Ethnicity | Cases and Deaths at Long-term Care Facilities
Explore State COVID-19 Policy Actions:
Social Distancing Actions | State COVID-19 Health Policy Actions | Telehealth | Additional State-Level Data
Kaiser Health News
Look Up Your Hospital: Is It Being Penalized by Medicare?
https://tinyurl.com/y5lry648  
You can search by hospital name or location, look at all hospitals in a particular state and sort penalties by year. Under programs set up by the Affordable Care Act, the federal government cuts payments to hospitals that have high rates of readmissions and those with the highest numbers of infections and patient injuries. For the readmission penalties, Medicare cuts as much as 3 percent for each patient, although the average is generally much lower. The patient safety penalties cost hospitals 1 percent of Medicare payments over the federal fiscal year, which runs from October through September.  
LeadingAge
https://tinyurl.com/ydf26jbm
Coronavirus Information for Affordable Housing
Long Term Care Discussion Group
https://tinyurl.com/LTCDiscussion 
The Long Term Care Discussion Group is a voluntary, independent group that meets for the purpose of educating the policy community on all facets of long term care. The group convenes monthly presentations exploring long term care policy, research, and advocacy issues. Membership is free and open to all. Participants span the entire spectrum of the long term care policy community, including federal agency and congressional staff, researchers, and representatives of a wide variety of stakeholder organizations.  The new co-chair of the LTC Discussion Group is Pamela Nadash, Associate Professor of Gerontology at University of Massachusetts Boston, in the McCormack School of Policy & Global Studies and Fellow of the LeadingAge LTSS Center at UMass Boston.
For more information or to be included on the distribution list, email: LTCDiscussionGroup@gmail.com. 
Long-Term Services and Supports Rebalancing Toolkit
https://tinyurl.com/y5exrdgd 
Issued by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
The toolkit provides background information, resources, and promising practices that support state efforts to rebalance Medicaid long-term services and supports (LTSS) in favor of home-and community-based services (HCBS). 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health
https://tinyurl.com/y3b6nlh7
Crisis Standards of Care Planning Guidance for the COVID-19 Pandemic
This Guidance provides direction for the triage of critically ill patients in the event that the public health emergency caused by the COVID-19 pandemic creates a demand for in-patient critical care resources that outstrips supply. It seeks to ensure that every patient has equitable access to care from which they might benefit, and that tragically difficult decisions about the allocation of scarce in-patient care resources must be grounded only on evidence-based criteria that are clear, transparent, and objective; biological factors related only to the likelihood and magnitude of benefit from the medical resources; and should always minimize inequitable outcomes.
Massachusetts Healthy Aging Collaborative
https://tinyurl.com/MAHealthyAging
Working to make Massachusetts a national leader in vibrant and age-friendly communities.  The Collaborative has identified a two-part model to promote healthy aging and the delivery of elder services in Massachusetts through evidence-based programs and other health promotion programs to support healthy communities. Programs and services should reflect the diversity and heterogeneity of older adults across the state.
National Association of Social Workers
https://www.naswma.org/page/Housing 
COVID-19 & Housing Resources
Resources and information
The National Consumer Voice for Quality Long-Term Care
https://theconsumervoice.org/
Leading national voice representing consumers in long-term care issues.
National Strategy for the Covid-19 Response and Pandemic Preparedness
https://tinyurl.com/WHNationalPandemicResponse 
Issued by The White House January 21, 2021
Next Avenue
https://tinyurl.com/NextAvenueCovid
The Coronavirus Pandemic: What You Need to Know
This website provides reliable timely reporting to keep readers informed, safe and prepared.
Older Adults Technology Services
https://tinyurl.com/OATSAgingConnected
Find Low-Cost Internet Service in Your Area
Peterson-Kaiser Family Foundation Health System Tracker
https://tinyurl.com/ycrqmnrf 
How well is the U.S. health system performing? Explore a variety of indicators of health spending, quality of care, access, and health outcomes.
PHI Workforce Data Center
https://tinyurl.com/PHIWorkforceData                                                                 
From wages to employment statistics, across states and nationwide, find the latest data on the direct care workforce.
Pioneer Network
https://www.pioneernetwork.net/ 
Pioneer Network is the national leader of the culture change movement, helping care providers to transition away from a medical, institutional model of elder care to one that is life affirming, satisfying, humane and meaningful. Pioneer Network advocates for a culture of aging in which individual voices are heard and individual choices are respected.
Pro Publica – Nursing Home Inspect
https://tinyurl.com/3aca77l5
How Safe Are Nursing Homes Near Me? This Tool Will Help You Find Out.
Nursing Home Inspect searches through thousands of nursing home inspection reports to find problems and trends.  The latest update includes data on infection control violations, and notations for facilities that have had a coronavirus case.
U. S. Food and Drug Administration
https://tinyurl.com/y93oezdf
Beware of Fraudulent Coronavirus Tests, Vaccines and Treatments
Up to date consumer information.
Visitability.org
https://tinyurl.com/Visitability 
Basic Access to Homes
Voices from the Pandemic - Washington Post
https://tinyurl.com/yxdg63g2 
A collection of accounts from people who have been sharing their personal stories about covid-19.  As told to Eli Saslow.
Voices for Seniors
https://tinyurl.com/VoicesForSeniors 
The mission of VoicesForSeniors is to significantly improve the quality of life for our most vulnerable, elderly communities through grassroots initiatives and advocacy for protective legislation and reform.
VoicesForSeniors uses online resources and social media to change the public’s perspective on senior citizens, and to educate others about the shortcomings of nursing homes and current protective legislation.
World Health Organization (WH0) – Ageing
https://tinyurl.com/ymgo3ud4
Comprehensive website with these components:  Factsheets; Guidelines; Databases; WHO Resolutions; WHO Teams

	Dignity Alliance Massachusetts is a broad-based coalition of organizations and individuals pursuing fundamental changes in the provision of long-term services, support, and care for older adults and persons with disabilities.  
Our guiding principle is the assurance of dignity for those receiving the services as well as for those providing them.
The information presented in “The Tuesday Digest” is obtained from publicly available sources and does not necessarily represent positions held by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts. 
Previous issues of The Tuesday Digest are available at:  https://dignityalliancema.org/the-tuesday-digest/ 
For more information about Dignity Alliance Massachusetts, please visit www.DignityAllianceMA.org. 
To contact us or to request weekly receipt of The Tuesday Digest, email to info@DignityAllianceMA.org. 
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