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	The Tuesday Digest
Issue # 27						       March 2, 2021
The Tuesday Digest is information complied by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts concerning long-term services, support, living options, and care issued each Tuesday.

	Survey
	1. National Survey: Person-Centered, Trauma-Informed Care
The Center on Aging and Trauma of The Jewish Federations of North America’s Holocaust Survivor Initiative invites organizations to participate in a national survey on Person-Centered, Trauma-Informed (PCTI) Care. This ACL grantee is working to build the capacity of aging service providers to provide PCTI care to older adults with a history of trauma as well as their family caregivers. They are conducting this survey to collect information on the current capacity of organizations to provide this type of care.
Responses are anonymous. Only one survey should be submitted by an organization. Takes 15 minutes to complete
Endorsed by the Administration on Community Living
Survey available at: https://tinyurl.com/TraumaInformedNationalSurvey 

	Advocacy
	2. AARP – Call to Congress
This week last year, the first nursing home resident died of COVID-19, kicking off a horrific situation that continues to this day. One year of fear, illness, and death in our country’s nursing homes is far too long, and we must end this national disgrace.
There continues to be a lack of transparency around the cases and deaths in our country’s long-term care facilities — and now information about how many residents and staff have been vaccinated. Infection control remains a chronic problem, personal protective equipment is still lacking, and staffing shortages persist — while families face ongoing visitation restrictions.
To access advocacy tool to send email message to your representatives in Congress:
https://tinyurl.com/AARPCallToCongress 

	Reports
	3. Manatt
February 25, 2021
COVID-19 State Resource Guide: Leveraging Federal and State Authorities to Ensure Access to LTSS
https://tinyurl.com/ManattResourceGuide 
4. LeadingAge Long Term Services and Support Center
February 25, 2021
A Blueprint to Guide Research and Actions for Better Dementia Care
A new report from the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine presents a framework for future research and action around dementia care.
https://tinyurl.com/LTSSCenterDementiaBlueprint 
5. Center for Consumer Engagement in Health Innovation
January 2021
Tracking Progress on Person-Centered Care for Older Adults: How Are We Doing?
Person-centered care is essential for health systems and providers to emphasize a holistic approach oriented around individuals’ goals and preferences. Using Health and Retirement Study data, we measure if older adults experience receiving person-centered care, showing  differences by race, income, and other factors, and how receiving person-centered care affects satisfaction and use. One-third of older adults report that their preferences were only rarely or sometimes taken into account with large variations by race. When preferences are ignored, older adults are more likely to forgo medical care and report lower satisfaction. New efforts are needed to strengthen and advance person-centered care, particularly for people of color and those with low incomes.
https://tinyurl.com/PersonCenteredCareReport 
6. CMS: Center for Clinical Standards and Quality/Quality, Safety & Oversight Group
Guidance: Visitation at Intermediate Care Facilities for Individuals with Intellectual Disabilities (ICF/IIDs) and Psychiatric Residential Treatment Facilities
https://tinyurl.com/VisitationGuidanceCongregate 

	[bookmark: _Hlk51342130]Webinars / Online sessions
	7. Massachusetts Housing and Shelter Alliance
Housing: The Only Thing to Really End Homelessness
A virtual discussion with Dr. Sam Tsemberis, CEO of the Pathways Housing First Institute. The discussion will focus on national and international strategies around the implementation of housing to end homelessness.
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 2:00 p.m.
Registration: https://tinyurl.com/MHSAMarch3
8. Office of Consumer Affairs and Business Regulations
Consumer Protection Panel Presented by OCABR, BBB, and AARP
This one-hour forum will feature experts from each of the partner organizations as they discuss a gamut of frauds targeting seniors and others throughout the Commonwealth. Attendees will leave with information and resources for identifying and combatting common scams.
Wednesday, March 3,2021, 3:00 p.m.
Registration: https://tinyurl.com/ConsumerProtectionPanel 
9. American Health Law Association
Virtual Conference: Long-Term Care and the Law 2021 
Covering legal issues faced by long-term care providers.  on March 3–4. Sessions will cover regulatory changes, compliance, and other cutting-edge topics in the long-term care continuum
Registration: https://tinyurl.com/AHLA2021Conference 
10. National Institute on Aging
Social Isolation and Loneliness Q&A – Facebook Live
Many older adults feel socially isolated and lonely, which leaves them vulnerable to related health problems such as cognitive decline, depression, and heart disease. Join NIA experts for a Facebook Live Q&A to learn how social isolation impacts your health and how to stay more connected.
Thursday, March 4, 2021, 2:00 p.m.
https://tinyurl.com/SocialIsolationFacebookLive 
11. U. S. Access Board
Medical Care and Long-Term Care Facilities
This session will cover requirements in the ADA and ABA Accessibility Standards for medical care and long-term care facilities, including hospitals, rehabilitation centers, nursing homes, and other facilities. The presenters will review scoping and technical requirements for exam rooms, patient bedrooms, bathrooms, accessible routes, accessible parking, and other spaces and elements. They will also provide a brief overview on the Board’s voluntary Medical Diagnostic Equipment Standards.
Thursday, March 4, 2021 2:30 to 4:00 p.m.
Registration:  https://tinyurl.com/USAccessLTCF 
12. Executive Office of Health and Human Services
Roadmap for Behavioral Health Reform
View the presentation from the February 24, 2021 stakeholder call: 
https://tinyurl.com/BehavioralRoadmap 
Two virtual Q&A sessions to respond to feedback and engage with state officials:  Monday, March 8, 2-3PM and  Monday, March 15, 2-3PM
To register: https://tinyurl.com/BHRoadmapQAndA Passcode: 775023
13. Traumatic Brain Injury Technical Assistance and Resource Center
Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) Tuesdays Webinar Series in March and April
In observance of Brain Injury Awareness Month this year and in lieu of the Administration for Community Living’s annual in-person Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) Stakeholder Day, the TBI Resource Center is hosting virtual TBI Tuesdays (1:00 - 4 pm ET) during the months of March and April.
· March 9, 2021, 1:00 - 4:00 pm 
Outreach to All: Brain Injury within Underserved Populations
https://tinyurl.com/TBIMarch9
· March 16, 2021, 1:00 - 4:00 pm ET
Sustainable Partnerships: Forging Relationships that Last
https://tinyurl.com/TBIMarch16
· March 23, 2021, 1:00 - 4:00 pm
Return to Learn: Equal Access to Education for Students with Brain Injury
https://tinyurl.com/TBIMarch23
· March 30, 2021, 1:00 - 4:00 pm
Justice for All: Serving Individuals with Brain Injury Across the Justice System
https://tinyurl.com/TBIMar30 
· April 6, 2021, 1:00 - 4:00 pm
Maximizing the Effectiveness of Advisory Boards Through Full Participation
https://tinyurl.com/TBIApril6 
14. Harvard Law School Project on Disability
Fernald’s Legacy: Ensuring We Never Forget Disability Rights History
In 2020's waning months, activists rallied to oppose the decision of the City of Waltham, MA to approve using the grounds of the Walter E. Fernald Developmental Center, the oldest institution for persons with disabilities in the United States, for a holiday light show. Read more about those efforts here: https://www.rightsnotlights.com. Waltham's decision shone a light on how society may choose to forget the lurid legacy of such institutions rather than critically and publicly interrogate the role they played in shaping today's services, systems, and attitudes for persons with disabilities.
Join for a conversation with self-advocates and institution survivors Reggie Clark, Woody Gaw, and Donna Jay about the legacy of the Fernald State School and other institutions alongside Alex Green, an historian, journalist, fellow at the Harvard Law School Program on Negotiation, and adjunct lecturer in public policy at the Harvard Kennedy School.
Wednesday, March 10, 2021 12:00 p.m.
Registration: https://tinyurl.com/FernaldConversation 
15. U. S. Access Board
Public Forum on Inclusive Design of Autonomous Vehicles
Self-driving or “autonomous” vehicles stand to revolutionize road transportation in the U.S. and around the world. Their cutting-edge technologies and engineering innovations have the potential to dramatically expand transit options for many people, including those with disabilities. It is important that autonomous vehicles (AVs) are designed to be inclusive of everyone. This spring, the U.S. Access Board will host a four-part series of virtual meetings on making AVs accessible to passengers with disabilities. The Board will provide an open forum where members of the public and stakeholders can discuss considerations, challenges, and solutions in designing accessible AVs. The sessions are free and open to the public. Attendees will be able to pose questions and share comments, suggestions, and information.
The Board is undertaking this initiative jointly with other agencies, including the Department of Labor’s Office of Disability Employment Policy and the Department of Health and Human Service’s Administration for Community Living.  Each 1.5-hour webinar discussion will be recorded and supplemented by an online crowdsourcing discussion platform (ePolicyWorks) that will be active for two weeks after each session. Each session will focus on a different type of accessibility (e.g., mobility, communication, cognitive). A final session will review findings and recommendations, identify areas for further study, and recommended next steps.
Program Schedule
· Accessibility for Passengers with Mobility Disabilities: Entering and Exiting Vehicles
March 10, 2021, 2:00 – 3:30 (ET)
· Accessibility for Passengers with Mobility Disabilities: Maneuvering and Securement in Vehicles
March 24, 2021, 2:00 – 3:30 (ET)
· Communication Accessibility for Passengers with Sensory or Cognitive Disabilities
April 7, 2021, 2:00 – 3:30 (ET)
· Findings, Recommendations, Future Research, and Suggested Next Steps
April 21, 2021, 2:00 – 3:30 (ET
Meeting links and other details will be posted later.
Sign up to receive updates: https://tinyurl.com/USAccessBoardInfo 
16. Administration for Community Living
Thursday, March 11, 2021 3:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Food Insecurity and Malnutrition – Webinar# 2
In celebration of the March anniversary of the Older Americans Act Nutrition Program, the Administration for Community Living (ACL) is hosting weekly webinars throughout the month of March.  The webinar series will focus on understanding the intent of the Older Americans Act and address nutrition, socialization, and health and well-being.
Registration: https://tinyurl.com/ACLFoodInsecurity 
17. National Council on Aging
Thursday, March 18, 2021 2:00 p.m.
The nation’s top policy leaders offer straight talk about what needs to change to ensure that every American can age with health and financial security.  Our nation has a new Administration, a new Congress, and an ongoing health and economic crisis. Now is the time for bold policy action.
Registration: https://tinyurl.com/NCOAMarch18 
18. National Guardianship Association
Thursday, March 18, 2021 1:00 p.m.
Aging Life Care Associates and the Guardianship Process
Webinar about membership in the professional association of guardians (www.aginglifecare.org)
Registration:  https://tinyurl.com/ALCWebinarMar18 

	Featured websites
	Long Term Care Discussion Group
https://tinyurl.com/LTCDiscussion 
The Long Term Care Discussion Group is a voluntary, independent group that meets for the purpose of educating the policy community on all facets of long term care. The group convenes monthly presentations exploring long term care policy, research, and advocacy issues. Membership is free and open to all. Participants span the entire spectrum of the long term care policy community, including federal agency and congressional staff, researchers, and representatives of a wide variety of stakeholder organizations.  The new co-chair of the LTC Discussion Group is Pamela Nadash, Associate Professor of Gerontology at University of Massachusetts Boston, in the McCormack School of Policy & Global Studies and Fellow of the LeadingAge LTSS Center at UMass Boston.
For more information or to be included on the distribution list, email: 
LTCDiscussionGroup@gmail.com.
19. Administration on Community Living
Commit to Connect
Resources for the aging and disability networks
Combating social isolation and loneliness in all communities
https://tinyurl.com/CommitToConnect 
20. National Strategy for the Covid-19 Response and Pandemic Preparedness
Issued by The White House January 21, 2021
https://tinyurl.com/WHNationalPandemicResponse  

	Featured article
	21. Administration on Community Living
February 24, 2021
ACL Advocacy: Visitation in Congregate Settings
https://tinyurl.com/VisitsCongregateSettings  

	Information about The Father and I Care A Lot
	22. The New Yorker
February 26, 2021
“The Father” and “I Care a Lot,” Reviewed
https://tinyurl.com/NewYorkerFatherReview 
23. Yahoo! Life
February 24, 2021
The Reactions to Netflix’s I Care a Lot Are Both Horrified and KInda Thirsty
https://tinyurl.com/YahooICareALot 
24. *Wall Street Journal
February 24, 2021
How Movies like ‘The Father’ Helped Me Understand My Mother’s Alzheimer’s
https://tinyurl.com/UnderstandMothersAlzheimers 
25. Esquire
February 23, 2021
I Care A Lot Shows a Very Real Legal System Ripe for Exploitation
Guardianship scams are ransacking the wealth and autonomy of countless older Americans.
https://tinyurl.com/EsquireICareALot 

	[bookmark: _Hlk58150571]Nursing homes
	26. CNBC
February 26, 2021 (updated)
CDC study finds nursing home residents who appear to have recovered from Covid were reinfected with an even worse case
https://tinyurl.com/CNBCReinfected 
27. *Wall Street Journal
February 26, 2021
Sustained Drop in Covid-19 Nursing-Home Deaths Points to Vaccinations
https://tinyurl.com/SustainedDrop 
28. STAT News
February 26, 2021
Andrew Cuomo’s Covid-19 nursing home fiasco shows the ethical perils of pandemic policymaking
https://tinyurl.com/NursingHomeFiasco 
29. AP News
February 25, 2021
Tennessee lifts restrictions on nursing home visits
https://tinyurl.com/TNLifts 
30. Squared Away Blog – Center for Retirement Research at Boston College
February 25, 2021
Diverse Population Uses Nursing Homes Less
https://tinyurl.com/SquaredDiversePopulation 
31. *New York Times
February 25, 2021
Nursing Homes, Once Hotspots, Far Outpace U.S. in Covid Declines
https://tinyurl.com/NHOnceHotspots 
32. The Hill
February 25, 2021
New COVID-19 cases among nursing home residents fell 80 percent in a month
https://tinyurl.com/TheHill80Percent 
33. *Boston Globe
February 25, 2021
Hot spots no more: Nursing homes far outpace nation in COVID declines
https://tinyurl.com/HotSpotsNoMore 
34. Kaiser Health News
February 9, 2021
Vaccine Hesitancy vs. Vaccine Refusal: Nursing Home Staffers Say There’s a Difference
https://tinyurl.com/HesistancyVsRefusal 

	[bookmark: _Hlk64284513]Housing
	35. Massachusetts Housing and Shelter Alliance
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 2:00 p.m.
Housing: The Only Thing to Really End Homelessness
A virtual discussion with Dr. Sam Tsemberis, CEO of the Pathways Housing First Institute. The discussion will focus on national and international strategies around the implementation of housing to end homelessness.
Registration: https://tinyurl.com/MHSAMarch3 
36. *Boston Globe
February 25, 2021
Underutilized hotels can help curtail homelessness
https://tinyurl.com/UnderutilizedHotels 
37. LeadingAge Long Term Services and Support Center
February 23, 2021
LTSS Center and Urban Institute to Study Older Adults in Public Housing
The study aims to inform a policy and practice agenda for addressing the needs and interests of public housing residents who are older or have a disability.
https://tinyurl.com/LTSSCenterHousingStudy 

	Home and Community
	38. Manatt
February 25, 2021
COVID-19 State Resource Guide: Leveraging Federal and State Authorities to Ensure Access to LTSS
https://tinyurl.com/ManattResourceGuide
39. LeadingAge Long Term Services and Support Center
February 24, 2021
Caregivers Voice Their Concerns in New Report
A new report shares the perspectives of family caregivers and the organizations that work with and serve them.
https://tinyurl.com/LTSSCenterCaregiverConcerns 
40. Kaiser Health News
February 22, 2021
Countless Homebound Patients Still Wait for Covid Vaccine Despite Seniors’ Priority
https://tinyurl.com/CountlessHomebound 
41. Cal Matters
January 25, 2021
‘How am I going to keep this up?’ COVID intensifies plight of family caregivers
https://tinyurl.com/IntensifiesPlight 
42. The California Report Magazine
November 24, 2021
With COVID-19 Concerns, Anxious Families Eye In-Home Senior Care
https://tinyurl.com/InHomeSeniorCare 

	Behavioral Health
	43. National Institute on Aging
Social Isolation and Loneliness Q&A – Facebook Live
Many older adults feel socially isolated and lonely, which leaves them vulnerable to related health problems such as cognitive decline, depression, and heart disease. Join NIA experts for a Facebook Live Q&A to learn how social isolation impacts your health and how to stay more connected.
Thursday, March 4, 2021, 2:00 p.m.
https://tinyurl.com/SocialIsolationFacebookLive 
44. Administration on Community Living
Commit to Connect
Resources for the aging and disability networks
Combating social isolation and loneliness in all communities
https://tinyurl.com/CommitToConnect
45. Sixty + Me
February 27, 2021
5 Ways to Enjoy Solitude Instead of Feeling Lonely
https://tinyurl.com/5WaysSolitude 
46. Kaiser Health News
February 26, 2021
New California Law Makes It Easier to Get Care for Mental Health and Substance Abuse
https://tinyurl.com/NEWCAMHSULaw 
47. *New York Times
February 26, 2021
The Loneliest Room, for My Sister in a Nursing Home  
https://tinyurl.com/LoneliestRoom 
48. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report
February 26, 2021
Changes in Suicide Rates — United States, 2018–2019
https://tinyurl.com/Suicides20182019 
49. LeadingAge Long Term Services and Support Center
February 25, 2021
A Blueprint to Guide Research and Actions for Better Dementia Care
A new report from the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine presents a framework for future research and action around dementia care.
https://tinyurl.com/LTSSCenterDementiaBlueprint 
50. Executive Office of Health and Human Services
February 24, 2021
Roadmap for Behavioral Health Reform
View the presentation from the February 24, 2021 stakeholder call: 
https://tinyurl.com/BehavioralRoadmap 
Two virtual Q&A sessions to respond to feedback and engage with state officials:  Monday, March 8, 2-3PM and  Monday, March 15, 2-3PM
To register: https://tinyurl.com/BHRoadmapQAndA Passcode: 775023
51. LeadingAge Long Term Services and Support Center
February 24, 2021
Journal Focuses on Substance Use and Abuse Among Older Adults
The LTSS Center’s Verena Cimarolli offers a helpful guide to the research shared in the latest issue of Generations.
https://tinyurl.com/LTSSCenterSubstanceUse 
52. LA Times
February 23, 2021
Editorial: Treating mentally ill accused felons will save money and prevent new crimes
https://tinyurl.com/MentallyIllFelons 
53. Health Day
February 23, 2021
Why Some 'Super Ager' Folks Keep Their Minds Dementia-Free
https://tinyurl.com/HDDementiaFree 

	Covid-19
	54. Kaiser Health News
March 1, 2021
Connecticut Is Doling Out Vaccines Based Strictly on Age. It’s Simpler, but Is it Fair?
https://tinyurl.com/CTDoling 
55. Tampa Bay Times
February 28, 2021
DeSantis order expands coronavirus vaccine options for high-risk people under 65
An executive order stamped late Friday appears to expand vaccination access for medically vulnerable populations.
https://tinyurl.com/FLExpansion 
56. NPR
February 28, 2021
Obesity Specialist Says BMI Is A 'Good Measure' For Vaccine Priority Group
https://tinyurl.com/ObesityPriority 
57. *Wall Street Journal
February 26, 2021
Nearly Half of U.S. Population 65 and Older Has Received a First Covid-19 Vaccine Dose
https://tinyurl.com/lalf65PopulationVaccine 
58. Kaiser Family Foundation
February 26, 2021
States Have Made Progress in Vaccinating Older Adults Against COVID-19 in Recent Weeks, But No State Has Vaccinated At Least Half of its Older Population
https://tinyurl.com/KFFStatesProgress 
59. Kaiser Health News
February 26, 2021
Learning to Live Again: A Lazarus Tale from the Covid Front Lines
https://tinyurl.com/KHNLazarus 
60. Kaiser Health News
February 26, 2021
Vaccinating Older Adults in the US Against COVID-19: A Work in Progress
https://tinyurl.com/KHNCovidProgress 
61. Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy
February 26, 2021
COVID-19 Scan for Feb 26, 2021
· SARS-CoV-2 reinfects 5 in nursing home, causing worse disease, 1 death
· Sharing a home brings a 10% COVID-19 risk after exposure, study says
https://tinyurl.com/CIDRPFeb26 
62. Kaiser Health News
February 25, 2021
Covid Vaccine Websites Violate Disability Laws, Create Inequity for the Blind
https://tinyurl.com/InequityBlind 
63. STAT News
February 25, 2021
‘We need to get in the room’: Hospital chaplains struggle to balance Covid safety with patients’ spiritual needs
https://tinyurl.com/STATChaplains 
64. LeadingAge Long Term Services and Support Center
February 25, 2021
How Did COVID-19 Impact Direct Care Workers?
https://tinyurl.com/LTSSCenterorkers 
65. STAT News
February 25, 2021
GlaxoSmithKline Covid-19 drug falls short in trial, but may benefit older patients
https://tinyurl.com/GSKFallsShort 
66. LeadingAge Long Term Services and Support Center
February 24, 2021
Why Is It So Hard to Get Vaccinated?
Our flawed vaccine rollout should get us thinking seriously about fixing our disjointed health care system.
https://tinyurl.com/LTSSCenterHardVaccinated 
67. Bloomberg CityLab
February 23, 2021
What the Post-Pandemic Hospital Might Look Like
The rise of telemedicine, the need to move care closer to communities and the likelihood of future viruses are changing the infrastructure of health care.
https://tinyurl.com/PostPandemicHospital 
68. The Atlantic
February 22, 2021
The Most Likely Timeline for Life to Return to Normal
https://tinyurl.com/LikelyTimeline 
69. *The Washington Post
February 21, 2021
500,000 dead, a number almost too large to grasp
https://tinyurl.com/500000Dead 
70. Politico
February 18, 2021
How Covid-19 could make Americans healthier
A once-in-a-century pandemic provides a once-in-a-lifetime chance to improve public health.
https://tinyurl.com/AmericansHealthier 

	[bookmark: _Hlk57621833]Other
	71. *New York Times
February 27, 2021
China’s Seniors, Seeking Retirement Homes, Find Scams Instead
https://tinyurl.com/ChinaRetirement-Scam 
72. *New York Times
February 23, 2021
How Meaningful Is Prediabetes for Older Adults?
https://tinyurl.com/NYTPrediabetes 
73. *New York Times
February 22, 2021
What Happens When People Stop Going to the Doctor? We’re About to Find Out
https://tinyurl.com/NYTWhatHappens 
74. American Bar Association
October 1, 2021
Defending Older Adults Against Guardianship Petitions
https://tinyurl.com/DefendingAgainstGuardianships 
75. National Center on Elder Abuse
Undated
Role of Guardian Standards in Addressing Elder Abuse
https://tinyurl.com/GuardianStandards 

	
	*May require registration before providing article.

	Websites of Dignity Alliance Massachusetts Members
	AARP Massachusetts
https://states.aarp.org/massachusetts/ 
Alzheimer’s Association of Massachusetts and New Hampshire
https://www.alz.org/manh 
Boston Center for independent Living
https://bostoncil.org/
Massachusetts Advocates for Nursing Home Reform
https://manhr.org/
MetroWest Center for Independent Living
https://mwcil.org/ 
Mystic Valley Elder Services
https://www.mves.org/ 
National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys (NAELA)-Massachusetts Chapter
https://massnaela.com/ 

	Recommended websites
Text highlighted in red font: site added this issue.
	AARP Long-Term Services & Supports State Scorecard
https://tinyurl.com/y5xk6eha  
Massachusetts scorecard can be found at:
https://tinyurl.com/y3ryfzua   
Long-Term Services & Supports State Scorecard
The fourth edition of the LTSS State Scorecard, released in fall 2020, takes a multi-dimensional approach to measure state-level performance of LTSS systems that assist older adults, people with physical disabilities, and family caregivers. Unlike many other rankings that focus on a particular aspect of LTSS system performance, the Scorecard compares state LTSS systems across multiple dimensions, reflecting the importance and interconnectedness each has on the overall LTSS system.
Administration on Community Living
https://tinyurl.com/ACLCovid19 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Website
Website with timely Covid 19 information regarding older adults and persons with disabilities and extensive links
The Atlantic Covid-19 Data Tracking Project
Massachusetts Specific Data
https://tinyurl.com/yd4q89za 
Massachusetts reports long-term care data for Nursing Homes, Skilled Nursing Facilities, and Rest Homes. Massachusetts reports cumulative data. Data on residents and staff are reported combined. Cases and deaths include probables. Massachusetts defines as probable cases as "patients with a positive serology/antibody test and either COVID-like symptoms or likely exposure to COVID-19," and probable deaths as, "patients who did not have a laboratory test but whose death certificate listed COVID-19 as a cause of death are counted as probable deaths." Data is updated daily.
Bloomberg Vaccine Tracker
https://tinyurl.com/BloombergVaccineTracker 
Presents data on Covid-19 vaccination rates by state and related information.
The Claude Pepper Center
https://claudepeppercenter.fsu.edu/ 
Using information and data from multiple sources to help inform policy makers, researchers, teachers, the media and the public about the health, long term care and income security challenges confronting the nation's older citizens.
Coalition for Serious Medical Care
Massachusetts e-MOLST Web Portal
The e-MOLST Web Portal supports providers in engaging in advance care planning with patients in the current, largely virtual care world. On the portal, clinicians and patients or surrogates can remotely complete and digitally sign MOLST forms.
To sign up for the portal, send full name, licensure/role, institution, work address, work email, and phone number to: masssupport@vyncahealth.com. You will receive an email invitation to create a password and log in within two business days. This is a work in progress; feedback is requested. http://maseriouscare.org/emolst  
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
https://tinyurl.com/MACovidVaccine 
COVID-19 Vaccine in Massachusetts
Gateway page to vaccination information for Massachusetts residents
Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of Public Health
https://tinyurl.com/DPHCovid19Dashboard 
COVID-19 Interactive Data Dashboard
https://tinyurl.com/y9a64rxw 
Covid-19 Vaccination Information and Distribution Timeline
Commit to Connect
https://tinyurl.com/CommitToConnect 
Administration on Community Living
Resources for the aging and disability networks
Combating social isolation and loneliness in all communities
Convergence Center for Policy Resolution: Care for Older Adults
https://tinyurl.com/y9fpom8h 
The Conversation Project
https://tinyurl.com/MattersToMe
What Matters to Me: A Guide to Serious Illness Conversations
A workbook designed to help people with a serious illness get ready to talk to their health care team (doctor, nurse, social worker, etc.) about what is most important to them — to make sure that they get the care they want.
Coronavirus Updates - Washington Post
https://tinyurl.com/t2nv2swg 
Get the most important developments in the coronavirus outbreak straight to your inbox every day. All stories in the newsletter are free to access.
The Green House Project
https://tinyurl.com/1pqf1djb 
The Green House Project partners with senior living providers to create homes for older adults that demonstrate more powerful, meaningful, and satisfying lives, work, and relationships. They implement culture change as well as dementia education and training to create person-directed, relationship-rich living environments.
The Guardian / Kaiser Health News partnership
https://tinyurl.com/LostFrontline
Lost on the frontline
Thousands of US healthcare workers have died fighting Covid-19. The Guardian and Kaiser Health News count them and investigate why.
Honoring Choices Massachusetts
https://tinyurl.com/HonoringChoicesGuide 
Health Care Planning Guide: A Road Map for Good Care Over Your Lifetime
Johns Hopkins Disability Health Research Center
https://tinyurl.com/CovidVaccinePrioritization
COVID-19 Vaccine Prioritization Dashboard
This dashboard was created as a partnership between the Johns Hopkins Disability Health Research Center and the Center for Dignity in Healthcare for People with Disabilities as a starting point for understanding how each state is prioritizing the disability community in COVID-19 vaccine distribution and intends to help people with disabilities determine when they qualify for a COVID-19 vaccine in their state.
Joint Center for Housing Research of Harvard University – Aging
https://tinyurl.com/9ps33ydo 
With the rapid aging of the US population, the need for affordable, accessible, and supportive housing suitable for older adults is set to increase. Research in this area focuses on the demographics of the older population; the supply of housing available to adults with functional limitations and disabilities; affordability problems; the links between housing, health, and community services; and the public and private responses to these challenges.
Joint Project of The Guardian and Kaiser Health News
Lost on the frontline
https://tinyurl.com/y393ndr2 
Daily reporting and interactive database on Covid-19 impact on healthcare workforce 
US healthcare worker deaths are under investigation by the Guardian and Kaiser Health News. This is the most comprehensive count in the nation, and the year-long series of investigative reports into this tragedy poses a disturbing question:  Did they have to die?
Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI)
Requires free registration:  https://tinyurl.com/y4768fxw 
COVID-19 Rapid Response Network for Nursing Homes
The Institute for Healthcare Improvement, with support from The John A. Hartford Foundation, offers the COVID-19 Rapid Response Network for Nursing Homes to support nursing home leadership, staff, residents, families, and communities impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Access to webinars, online and print resources, links to relevant sites.
Kaiser Family Foundation
State COVID-19 Data and Policy Actions
https://tinyurl.com/y7f7re8a 
Explore state-level data on a variety of COVID-19 metrics, including the latest hotspots, cases and deaths by race and ethnicity and at long-term care facilities. Find up-to-date information on state policy actions on social distancing measures and reducing barriers to COVID-19 testing and treatment.
Jump to:
Metrics by State | Cases and Deaths by Race/Ethnicity | Cases and Deaths at Long-term Care Facilities
Explore State COVID-19 Policy Actions:
Social Distancing Actions | State COVID-19 Health Policy Actions | Telehealth | Additional State-Level Data
Kaiser Health News
Look Up Your Hospital: Is It Being Penalized by Medicare?
https://tinyurl.com/y5lry648  
You can search by hospital name or location, look at all hospitals in a particular state and sort penalties by year. Under programs set up by the Affordable Care Act, the federal government cuts payments to hospitals that have high rates of readmissions and those with the highest numbers of infections and patient injuries. For the readmission penalties, Medicare cuts as much as 3 percent for each patient, although the average is generally much lower. The patient safety penalties cost hospitals 1 percent of Medicare payments over the federal fiscal year, which runs from October through September.  
LeadingAge
https://tinyurl.com/ydf26jbm
Coronavirus Information for Affordable Housing
Long Term Care Discussion Group
https://tinyurl.com/LTCDiscussion 
The Long Term Care Discussion Group is a voluntary, independent group that meets for the purpose of educating the policy community on all facets of long term care. The group convenes monthly presentations exploring long term care policy, research, and advocacy issues. Membership is free and open to all. Participants span the entire spectrum of the long term care policy community, including federal agency and congressional staff, researchers, and representatives of a wide variety of stakeholder organizations.  The new co-chair of the LTC Discussion Group is Pamela Nadash, Associate Professor of Gerontology at University of Massachusetts Boston, in the McCormack School of Policy & Global Studies and Fellow of the LeadingAge LTSS Center at UMass Boston.
For more information or to be included on the distribution list, email: LTCDiscussionGroup@gmail.com. 
Long-Term Services and Supports Rebalancing Toolkit
https://tinyurl.com/y5exrdgd 
Issued by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
The toolkit provides background information, resources, and promising practices that support state efforts to rebalance Medicaid long-term services and supports (LTSS) in favor of home-and community-based services (HCBS). 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health
https://tinyurl.com/y3b6nlh7
Crisis Standards of Care Planning Guidance for the COVID-19 Pandemic
This Guidance provides direction for the triage of critically ill patients in the event that the public health emergency caused by the COVID-19 pandemic creates a demand for in-patient critical care resources that outstrips supply. It seeks to ensure that every patient has equitable access to care from which they might benefit, and that tragically difficult decisions about the allocation of scarce in-patient care resources must be grounded only on evidence-based criteria that are clear, transparent, and objective; biological factors related only to the likelihood and magnitude of benefit from the medical resources; and should always minimize inequitable outcomes.
National Association of Social Workers
https://www.naswma.org/page/Housing 
COVID-19 & Housing Resources
Resources and information
National Strategy for the Covid-19 Response and Pandemic Preparedness
https://tinyurl.com/WHNationalPandemicResponse 
Issued by The White House January 21, 2021
Next Avenue
https://tinyurl.com/NextAvenueCovid
The Coronavirus Pandemic: What You Need to Know
This website provides reliable timely reporting to keep readers informed, safe and prepared.
Older Adults Technology Services
https://tinyurl.com/OATSAgingConnected
Find Low-Cost Internet Service in Your Area
Peterson-Kaiser Family Foundation Health System Tracker
https://tinyurl.com/ycrqmnrf 
How well is the U.S. health system performing? Explore a variety of indicators of health spending, quality of care, access, and health outcomes.
Pioneer Network
https://www.pioneernetwork.net/ 
Pioneer Network is the national leader of the culture change movement, helping care providers to transition away from a medical, institutional model of elder care to one that is life affirming, satisfying, humane and meaningful. Pioneer Network advocates for a culture of aging in which individual voices are heard and individual choices are respected.
Pro Publica – Nursing Home Inspect
https://tinyurl.com/3aca77l5
How Safe Are Nursing Homes Near Me? This Tool Will Help You Find Out.
Nursing Home Inspect searches through thousands of nursing home inspection reports to find problems and trends.  The latest update includes data on infection control violations, and notations for facilities that have had a coronavirus case.
The National Consumer Voice for Quality Long-Term Care
https://theconsumervoice.org/
Leading national voice representing consumers in long-term care issues.
U. S. Food and Drug Administration
https://tinyurl.com/y93oezdf
Beware of Fraudulent Coronavirus Tests, Vaccines and Treatments
Up to date consumer information.
Voices from the Pandemic - Washington Post
https://tinyurl.com/yxdg63g2 
A collection of accounts from people who have been sharing their personal stories about covid-19.  As told to Eli Saslow.
Voices for Seniors
https://tinyurl.com/VoicesForSeniors 
The mission of VoicesForSeniors is to significantly improve the quality of life for our most vulnerable, elderly communities through grassroots initiatives and advocacy for protective legislation and reform.
VoicesForSeniors uses online resources and social media to change the public’s perspective on senior citizens, and to educate others about the shortcomings of nursing homes and current protective legislation.
World Health Organization (WH0) – Ageing
https://tinyurl.com/ymgo3ud4
Comprehensive website with these components:  Factsheets; Guidelines; Databases; WHO Resolutions; WHO Teams

	Dignity Alliance Massachusetts is a broad-based coalition of organizations and individuals pursuing fundamental changes in the provision of long-term services, support, and care for older adults and persons with disabilities.  
Our guiding principle is the assurance of dignity for those receiving the services as well as for those providing them.
The information presented in “The Tuesday Digest” is obtained from publicly available sources and does not necessarily represent positions held by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts. 
Previous issues of The Tuesday Digest are available at:  https://dignityalliancema.org/the-tuesday-digest/ 
For more information about Dignity Alliance Massachusetts, please visit www.DignityAllianceMA.org. 
To contact us or to request weekly receipt of The Tuesday Digest, email to info@DignityAllianceMA.org. 
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