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	The Tuesday Digest

Issue # 20						       January 12, 2021
The Tuesday Digest is information complied by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts concerning long-term services, support, living options, and care issued each Tuesday.

	Reports
	1. Massachusetts Commission on Falls Prevention
Phase 3 Report: Improving Integration of Falls Risk Assessment and Referral in Health Care Practices
The statutory body known as the MA Commission on Falls Prevention recently completed a new report of recommendations to address older adult falls in Massachusetts that pays special attention to the important role of primary care providers.  The report entitled Phase 3 Report: Improving Integration of Falls Risk Assessment and Referral in Health Care Practices  ​is now available in addition to the two previous reports,  Phase 2 Report: Recommendations of the Massachusetts Commission on Falls Prevention (September 2015) and Phase 1 Report: The Current Landscape (September 2013).
https://tinyurl.com/82xf7v1g 
2. Joint Center for Housing Studies of Harvard University
Undated
The State of the Nation's Housing 2020
https://tinyurl.com/fbkx176q

	[bookmark: _Hlk51342130]Webinars / Online sessions
	3. Building Social Connectedness in a Disconnected World
Since the devastation of COVID has created extensive social isolation among elders, The Greenhouse Project Team is offering a webinar series aimed at improving social connectedness. This highly topical issue will be explored through a six-part series, titled Building Social Connectedness in a Disconnected World. Following are the first two webinars titles along with links to register:
Elder Experiences Under COVID-19: Research & Recommendations
Tuesday, January 12, 2021 3:00 p.m.
Register: https://tinyurl.com/d7utg8bx 
The Role of Design in Promoting Social Connections
Tuesday, January 26, 2021 3:00 p.m.
﻿ Register: https://tinyurl.com/3l7fr4ff 
4. Kaiser Family Foundation
Thursday, January 14, 2021 12:00 to 1:00 p.m.
A Shot in the Arm for Long-Term Care Facilities? Early Lessons from the COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout to High Priority Populations
A KFF interactive web event that will provide the latest data on COVID-19 cases and deaths in long-term care facilities and examine how the effort to vaccinate residents and staff in long-term care settings is going, challenges experienced so far, and opportunities for improvement.
Register:  https://tinyurl.com/1q9qabsh 
5. Administration on Community Living
January 14, 2021 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Building the Research Pipeline: Home and Community-Based Services
The event will aim to:
1. reduce the barrier to entry by organizing existing research and making it more accessible for researchers new to this field. 
2. push the research community to think about how to conduct more policy-relevant research in this space; and
3. engage the existing research and policy community in identifying existing gaps in our knowledge-base and prioritizing filling those gaps
https://tinyurl.com/y4ahrsgz 
6. Administration on Community Living
January 14, 2021 3:00 – 4:30 p.m.
Reducing Food Insecurity and Nutrition-Related Chronic Diseases During COVID Among Medicaid HCBS Beneficiaries
Food insecurity is growing among Medicaid HCBS beneficiaries as the COVID pandemic enters 2021. Many beneficiaries facing food insecurity also suffer from nutrition-related chronic diseases such as obesity and diabetes. This webinar provides HCBS stakeholders with resources they can use to ensure long-term success in addressing food insecurity; and invites them to consider referring beneficiaries to education and supports to manage often complex and long-term needs. 
Register at: https://tinyurl.com/1iwru0pf 
7. Lifelong Montclair, the Monmouth University School of Social Work, and the NJ Foundation for Aging
Friday, January 15, 2021 11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Ageism, Isms, and the Workforce in the Age of COVID-19 
The conference is free. During registration there is an option to obtain 2.5 Social & Cultural CEU's. This conference looks at the workplace challenges that arise due to ageism and other ism and reviews creative initiatives, legislation, and workplace policies designed to combat discrimination and promote an inclusive and cohesive multi-generational workforce.
https://tinyurl.com/yf494vup 
8. SAMHSA’s Service Members, Veterans, and their Families Technical Assistance Center
Wednesday, January 27, 2021 1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Best Practices and Systems of Support for Justice-Involved Veterans
This webinar will provide an overview of emerging best practices and systems of support for justice-involved Veterans from the “front end” or initial point of contact with first responders to the point of reentry and readjustment with support from systems, programs, and peers.
Learning Objectives 
· Identify how mental health, substance use, and military service intersect with the criminal justice system
· Provide an overview of the current environmental factors surrounding justice-involved Veterans
· Take a trauma-informed approach to understanding the needs of justice-involved Veterans
· Explore the role of VA and its partnership with the Justice-Involved Veterans Network in identifying innovative best practices to assist justice-involved Veterans  
https://tinyurl.com/146quwrv 
9. Green House Development Workshop
Thursday, February 4, 2020 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
This comprehensive event features Green House leaders and strategic partners as well as the latest COVID-19 data behind the explosion of media coverage of the Green House model. Following are additional topics to be covered:
-Why the Green House skilled nursing model is made for this moment.
-How Green House adopters have overcome barriers to achieve success; and
-What the Green House COVID-19 study says about the model and why its attracting major media attention.
Registration:  https://tinyurl.com/5arjpwgo 
10. Alzheimer’s Association of Massachusetts and New Hampshire
February 9 and 11, 2021
Person-Centered Dementia Care: A Habilitation Therapy Training Curriculum
The curriculum is a train-the-trainer model created to prepare attendees, already familiar with Alzheimer's and dementia care, to train direct-care staff in a wide range of residential and community-based care settings. The 7-hour virtual training teaches attendees how to deliver the 13-hour curriculum based on the person-centered model of Habilitation Therapy.
Deadline to register January 26: https://tinyurl.com/33zx8zxs 

	Featured websites / blogs
	11. World Health Organization (WH0) – Ageing
Comprehensive website with these components:  Factsheets; Guidelines; Databases; WHO Resolutions; WHO Teams
https://tinyurl.com/ymgo3ud4 
12. Pro Publica – Nursing Home Inspect
How Safe Are Nursing Homes Near Me? This Tool Will Help You Find Out.
Nursing Home Inspect searches through thousands of nursing home inspection reports to find problems and trends.  The latest update includes data on infection control violations, and notations for facilities that have had a coronavirus case.
https://tinyurl.com/3aca77l5 

	Featured articles
	13. Kaiser Family Foundation
January 11, 2021
Joe Biden’s New Health Care Agenda (and CMS’s Big Role in It)
Drew Altman, President of the Kaiser Family Foundation, discusses President-elect Biden’s potential health care agenda and suggests that the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services could have an expanded role and that it may be time to rename it and elevate it to a cabinet agency.
https://tinyurl.com/13bkc1je 
14. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report  - Center for Disease Control and Prevention
January 8, 2021
Rates of COVID-19 Among Residents and Staff Members in Nursing Homes — United States, May 25–November 22, 2020
Summary
What is already known about this topic?
In the United States, COVID-19 among older adults living in nursing homes is associated with higher rates of severe illness and death.
What is added by this report?
Rates of COVID-19 among nursing home residents and staff members increased during June and July 2020, and again in November. Trends in reported COVID-19 cases among nursing home residents and staff members were similar to trends in incidence of COVID-19 in surrounding communities.
What are the implications for public health practice?
Increases in community rates might be associated with increases in nursing home COVID-19 incidence, and nursing home mitigation strategies need to include a comprehensive plan to monitor local SARS-CoV-2 transmission and minimize high-risk exposures within facilities.
https://tinyurl.com/27qlrrvh 
15. LifePath
January 8, 2021
A Card Shower for Long-Term Care Residents
Initiative to address isolation and loneliness of nursing home residents in Franklin County, MA undertaken by Trevor Boeding, Nursing Home Ombudsman at LifePath in Greenfield, MA, a member of Dignity Alliance Massachusetts.
https://tinyurl.com/5365ovv2 
16. *Washington Post
January 5, 2021
Covid-19 poses special risks to people like my brother-in-law. They need vaccines now.
Persons with intellectual and developmental disabilities and those who care for them are at high risk during the Covid-19 pandemic. They should be given correspondingly high priority for Covid-19 vaccines
https://tinyurl.com/ydgjuhky
17. NPR – All Things Considered
January 4, 2021
December Proved to Be Deadliest Month for Residents in Long-Term Care
https://tinyurl.com/34fwqfr5
18. Skilled Nursing News
January 3, 2021
Nursing Homes Must Change or Face Extinction After a Disastrous 2020
https://tinyurl.com/rav26q2i

	[bookmark: _Hlk58150571]Nursing homes
	19. *Boston Herald
January 9, 2021
Families of Holyoke Soldiers’ Home veterans keep up push for board seat months after deadly coronavirus outbreak
https://tinyurl.com/q6a5tw68 
20. KTLA
January 9, 2021
COVID-19 vaccine rollout slow to nursing homes, other long-term care facilities
https://tinyurl.com/4cpu6r2x 
21. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report  - Center for Disease Control and Prevention
January 8, 2021
Rates of COVID-19 Among Residents and Staff Members in Nursing Homes — United States, May 25–November 22, 2020
Summary
What is already known about this topic?
In the United States, COVID-19 among older adults living in nursing homes is associated with higher rates of severe illness and death.
What is added by this report?
Rates of COVID-19 among nursing home residents and staff members increased during June and July 2020, and again in November. Trends in reported COVID-19 cases among nursing home residents and staff members were similar to trends in incidence of COVID-19 in surrounding communities.
What are the implications for public health practice?
Increases in community rates might be associated with increases in nursing home COVID-19 incidence, and nursing home mitigation strategies need to include a comprehensive plan to monitor local SARS-CoV-2 transmission and minimize high-risk exposures within facilities.
https://tinyurl.com/27qlrrvh 
22. Pro Publica
January 8, 2021
The Nursing Home Didn’t Send Her to the Hospital, and She Died
https://tinyurl.com/18et2ejo 
23. WMUR
January 8, 2021
Some frustrations reported as long-term care population vaccinated
https://tinyurl.com/3uu4ex2v 
24. LifePath
January 8, 2021
A Card Shower for Long-Term Care Residents
Initiative to address isolation and loneliness of nursing home residents in Franklin County, MA undertaken by Trevor Boeding, Nursing Home Ombudsman at LifePath in Greenfield, MA, a member of Dignity Alliance Massachusetts.
https://tinyurl.com/5365ovv2 
25. *Wall Street Journal
January 7, 2021 (updated)
Covid-19 Vaccine Rollout at Nursing Homes Encounters Fewer Residents, Reluctant Staff
CVS, Walgreens say they are on track to deliver first doses at nursing homes by Jan. 25
https://tinyurl.com/1myz17tx 
26. Eureka - American Association for the Advancement of Science
January 6, 2021
Researchers to help nursing homes implement practices to mitigate the impact of COVID-19
https://tinyurl.com/9vrrwqin 
27. Kaiser Health News
January 5, 2021
COVID-19 Vaccine May Not Get to Long-Term Care Facilities Quickly Enough
https://tinyurl.com/13peia6f
28. New York Post
January 5, 2021
NY nursing home says COVID-19 vaccines spoiled by defrosting issues
https://tinyurl.com/28flja3j 
29. NPR – All Things Considered
January 4, 2021
December Proved to Be Deadliest Month for Residents in Long-Term Care
https://tinyurl.com/34fwqfr5 
30. WGBH
January 4, 2021
Elderly Care Facilities Tackle COVID-19 Vaccine Skepticism
https://tinyurl.com/1vlt1c4x 
31. Skilled Nursing News
January 3, 2021
Nursing Homes Must Change or Face Extinction After a Disastrous 2020
https://tinyurl.com/rav26q2i 

	Home and Community
	32. *Washington Post
January 5, 2021
Maryland places disabled adults in group homes high on vaccine priority list
https://tinyurl.com/46tzsje2 
33. Becker’s Hospital Review
January 5, 2021
COVID-19 lifestyle changes prompt increase in physical therapy demand
https://tinyurl.com/q0aqzoxy 
34. Joint Center for Housing Studies of Harvard University
December 2020
For Older Adults in Publicly Funded Housing During the Pandemic, Service Coordinators Help Build Resilience
https://tinyurl.com/2s9d23yu
35. PLOS Medicine
October 18, 2019
Redesigning care for older people to preserve physical and mental capacity: WHO guidelines on community-level interventions in integrated care
https://tinyurl.com/nh5w9fnl 

	[bookmark: _Hlk60048594]Housing
	36. Joint Center for Housing Studies of Harvard University
Undated
The State of the Nation's Housing 2020
https://tinyurl.com/fbkx176q 
37. Joint Center for Housing Studies of Harvard University
December 2020
For Older Adults in Publicly Funded Housing During the Pandemic, Service Coordinators Help Build Resilience
https://tinyurl.com/2s9d23yu 
38. Joint Center for Housing Studies of Harvard University
October 2020
Which Older Adults Have Access to America’s Most Livable Neighborhoods? An Analysis of AARP’s Livability Index
https://tinyurl.com/12x7iuut 

	Behavioral Health
	39. Kaiser Health News
January 11, 2021
‘Peer Respites’ Provide an Alternative to Psychiatric Wards During Pandemic
https://tinyurl.com/37lbjoom 
40. STAT News
January 8, 2021
‘A supreme form of advocacy’: When finding a psychiatric bed seems impossible, one state’s patients have a partner
https://tinyurl.com/jqprz9ce 
41. Kaiser Health News
January 6, 2021
Children’s Hospitals Grapple with Wave of Mental Illness
https://tinyurl.com/4am8l48k 
42. Eureka - American Association for the Advancement of Science
January 6, 2021
Solo seniors with cognitive impairment hit hard by pandemic
Trapped in their homes, elderly are isolated, fearful, UCSF-led study shows
https://tinyurl.com/4blq7uvl 
43. NPR Shots
January 5, 2021
How COVID-19 Attacks the Brain and May Cause Lasting Damage
https://tinyurl.com/mhdqq822 
44. *Washington Post
January 5, 2021
Large-scale global study to investigate links between covid-19 and cognitive decline
https://tinyurl.com/1vzw2lsj 
45. *Washington Post
January 5, 2021
Airlines warn travelers: Emotional support animals will no longer be permitted
New federal rules set to go into effect significantly narrow the definition of service animals. As a result, emotional support animals are no longer considered service animals, and airlines — which previously had to make accommodations for them — will no longer be required to do so.
https://tinyurl.com/sanq4dg9 
46. WGBH
January 3, 2021
Amid Isolation and Loneliness, Elderly Face Crumbling Safety Net
https://tinyurl.com/4czidb0f 

	Covid-19
	47. STAT
January 11, 2021
People with type 1 diabetes have a higher risk of dying from Covid-19. Why are they lower on CDC’s vaccine priority list?
https://tinyurl.com/1osfg3hi 
48. CNN
January 11, 2021
America Has Reported More Than 100,000 Covid-19 Hospitalizations 40 Days in A Row
https://tinyurl.com/dtrehkyc 
49. NPR Shots
January 11, 2021
For Health Care Workers, The Pandemic Is Fueling Renewed Interest in Unions
https://tinyurl.com/weg31ivc 
50. STAT – First Opinion
January 9, 2021
Even during a pandemic, hospitals must make family visits and communication the standard of care
https://tinyurl.com/65hjavag 
51. Commonwealth Magazine
January 9, 2021
The shameful COVID-19 death of Joseph Messere
As a prisoner at MCI-Norfolk, he never had a chance
https://tinyurl.com/7f1fhu8i 
52. Bloomberg
January 8, 2021
Covid Patients’ Symptoms Persist Six Months in Foreboding Study
https://tinyurl.com/2u7bljfo 
53. Reuters
January 8, 2021
Older Americans scramble for COVID-19 shots as some U.S. states broaden access
https://tinyurl.com/116yk42r 
54. STAT News
January 8, 2021
Biden’s plan to end policy of keeping Covid vaccine doses in reserve is the first step in a difficult journey
https://tinyurl.com/cltcxduq 
55. HealthDay News
January 8, 2021
Heart Failure Nearly Doubles COVID Death Risk
https://tinyurl.com/18pxvc46 
56. WebMD News
January 8, 2021
COVID Stressing the Nation’s Stress Therapy System
https://tinyurl.com/1my83bta 
57. Kaiser Health News
January 5, 2021
COVID-19 Vaccine May Not Get to Long-Term Care Facilities Quickly Enough
https://tinyurl.com/13peia6f 
58. The Guardian
January 5, 2021
Covid ‘Decimated Our Staff’ as the Pandemic Ravages Health Workers of Color
https://tinyurl.com/13t2yzx8 
59. Becker’s Hospital Review
January 5, 2021                                    
States Ranked by Percentage Of COVID-19 Vaccines Administered
https://tinyurl.com/4c7s4erl 
60. Science Daily
January 6, 2021
Journal article reviews century of data showing COVID-19 likely to impact the brain 
https://tinyurl.com/1cow4f3k 
61. Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy
January 5, 2021
Study: US COVID cases, deaths far higher than reported
https://tinyurl.com/1kgltdad 
62. Epic Health Research Network
January 5, 2021
COVID-19 Impact on Nurse Staffing and ICU Beds
https://tinyurl.com/1tsm9mt9 
63. USA Today
January 5, 2021
FBI warns of COVID-related fraud schemes as vaccines distributed across the country
https://tinyurl.com/dx1xxjtw 
64. *Washington Post
January 5, 2021
Covid-19 poses special risks to people like my brother-in-law. They need vaccines now.
Persons with intellectual and developmental disabilities and those who care for them are at high risk during the Covid-19 pandemic. They should be given correspondingly high priority for Covid-19 vaccines
https://tinyurl.com/ydgjuhky 
65. Kaiser Health Plan
January 5, 2021
LA County Paramedics Told Not to Transport Some Patients with Low Chance of Survival
https://tinyurl.com/1vfs6akp 
66. Fox News
January 4, 2021
Los Angeles County ambulance crews told to ration oxygen amid surge in COVID-19 cases: report
https://tinyurl.com/r2p4z13d 
67. The Gerontology Institute Blog - University of Massachusetts Boston
January 4, 2021
Book Investigates the Pandemic and its impact on Older Adults
Journal of Aging and Social Policy special edition examines scope,
impact and lessons drawn from Covid-19 for older adults.
https://tinyurl.com/4vqdarl8 
68. WGBH
January 4, 2021
Elderly Care Facilities Tackle COVID-19 Vaccine Skepticism
https://tinyurl.com/1vlt1c4x

	[bookmark: _Hlk57621833]Other
	69. American Bar Association Commission on Law and Aging
Undated
Directions of Reform: 2020 Adult Guardianship Legislation Summary
This Legislation Summary reviews 22 enactments from 38 states as of December 31,  2020. This  year  states  faced  an  unprecedented  demand  to  respond  quickly  and  urgently to the COVID-19 pandemic and ensuing economic crisis. Many plans to propose new  legislation,  including  changes  to  guardianship  laws,  were  shelved  as  legislatures  convened emergency sessions. State guidance for guardians during the pandemic varied widely,  more often in the form of executive orders than legislative enactments.
https://tinyurl.com/9bqbb2fr 
70. Kaiser Family Foundation
January 11, 2021
Joe Biden’s New Health Care Agenda (and CMS’s Big Role in It)
Drew Altman, President of the Kaiser Family Foundation, discusses President-elect Biden’s potential health care agenda and suggests that the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services could have an expanded role and that it may be time to rename it and elevate it to a cabinet agency.
https://tinyurl.com/13bkc1je 
71. MarketWatch
January 9, 2021
Social Security provisions that reduce benefits for some state and local workers is not the way to help retirees
https://tinyurl.com/4r4kotu2 
72. Kaiser Health News
January 7, 2021
Illinois Is First in the Nation to Extend Health Coverage to Undocumented Seniors
https://tinyurl.com/oghgaus8 
73. Kaiser Health News
January 4, 2021
Seniors Face Crushing Drug Costs as Congress Stalls on Capping Medicare Out-Of-Pockets
https://tinyurl.com/2kre6odq 
74. New Castle News
January 4, 2021
Medicare under a Biden presidency
https://tinyurl.com/17jhpi89 
75. The Globe and Mail
January 4, 2021 (updated)
Caregivers facing extra pressures during the COVID-19 pandemic need more support, advocates say
https://tinyurl.com/gb10js6h 

	
	*May require registration before providing article.

	Websites of Dignity Alliance Massachusetts Members
	AARP Massachusetts
https://states.aarp.org/massachusetts/ 
Alzheimer’s Association of Massachusetts and New Hampshire
https://www.alz.org/manh 
Boston Center for independent Living
https://bostoncil.org/
Massachusetts Advocates for Nursing Home Reform
https://manhr.org/
MetroWest Center for Independent Living
https://mwcil.org/ 
Mystic Valley Elder Services
https://www.mves.org/ 
National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys (NAELA)-Massachusetts Chapter
https://massnaela.com/ 

	Recommended websites
Text highlighted in red font: site added this issue.
	AARP Long-Term Services & Supports State Scorecard
https://tinyurl.com/y5xk6eha  
Massachusetts scorecard can be found at:
https://tinyurl.com/y3ryfzua   
Long-Term Services & Supports State Scorecard
The fourth edition of the LTSS State Scorecard, released in fall 2020, takes a multi-dimensional approach to measure state-level performance of LTSS systems that assist older adults, people with physical disabilities, and family caregivers. Unlike many other rankings that focus on a particular aspect of LTSS system performance, the Scorecard compares state LTSS systems across multiple dimensions, reflecting the importance and interconnectedness each has on the overall LTSS system.
The Atlantic Covid-19 Data Tracking Project
Massachusetts Specific Data
https://tinyurl.com/yd4q89za 
Massachusetts reports long-term care data for Nursing Homes, Skilled Nursing Facilities, and Rest Homes. Massachusetts reports cumulative data. Data on residents and staff are reported combined. Cases and deaths include probables. Massachusetts defines as probable cases as "patients with a positive serology/antibody test and either COVID-like symptoms or likely exposure to COVID-19," and probable deaths as, "patients who did not have a laboratory test but whose death certificate listed COVID-19 as a cause of death are counted as probable deaths." Data is updated daily.
The Claude Pepper Center
https://claudepeppercenter.fsu.edu/ 
Using information and data from multiple sources to help inform policy makers, researchers, teachers, the media and the general public about the health, long term care and income security challenges confronting the nation's older citizens.
Coalition for Serious Medical Care
Massachusetts e-MOLST Web Portal
The e-MOLST Web Portal supports providers in engaging in advance care planning with patients in the current, largely virtual care world. On the portal, clinicians and patients or surrogates can remotely complete and digitally sign MOLST forms.
To sign up for the portal, send full name, licensure/role, institution, work address, work email, and phone number to: masssupport@vyncahealth.com. You will receive an email invitation to create a password and log in within two business days. This is a work in progress; feedback is requested. http://maseriouscare.org/emolst  
Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of Public Health
https://tinyurl.com/y9a64rxw 
Covid-19 Vaccination Information and Distribution Timeline
Convergence Center for Policy Resolution: Care for Older Adults
https://tinyurl.com/y9fpom8h 
Coronavirus Updates - Washington Post
https://tinyurl.com/t2nv2swg 
Get the most important developments in the coronavirus outbreak straight to your inbox every day. All stories in the newsletter are free to access.
The Green House Project
https://tinyurl.com/1pqf1djb 
The Green House Project partners with senior living providers to create homes for older adults that demonstrate more powerful, meaningful, and satisfying lives, work, and relationships. They implement culture change as well as dementia education and training to create person-directed, relationship-rich living environments.
Joint Center for Housing Research of Harvard University – Aging
https://tinyurl.com/9ps33ydo 
With the rapid aging of the US population, the need for affordable, accessible, and supportive housing suitable for older adults is set to increase. Research in this area focuses on the demographics of the older population; the supply of housing available to adults with functional limitations and disabilities; affordability problems; the links between housing, health, and community services; and the public and private responses to these challenges.
Joint Project of The Guardian and Kaiser Health News
Lost on the frontline
https://tinyurl.com/y393ndr2 
Daily reporting and interactive database on Covid-19 impact on healthcare workforce 
US healthcare worker deaths are under investigation by the Guardian and Kaiser Health News. This is the most comprehensive count in the nation, and the year-long series of investigative reports into this tragedy poses a disturbing question:  Did they have to die?
Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI)
Requires free registration:  https://tinyurl.com/y4768fxw 
COVID-19 Rapid Response Network for Nursing Homes
The Institute for Healthcare Improvement, with support from The John A. Hartford Foundation, offers the COVID-19 Rapid Response Network for Nursing Homes to support nursing home leadership, staff, residents, families, and communities impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Access to webinars, online and print resources, links to relevant sites.
Kaiser Family Foundation
State COVID-19 Data and Policy Actions
https://tinyurl.com/y7f7re8a 
Explore state-level data on a variety of COVID-19 metrics, including the latest hotspots, cases and deaths by race and ethnicity and at long-term care facilities. Find up-to-date information on state policy actions on social distancing measures and reducing barriers to COVID-19 testing and treatment.
Jump to:
Metrics by State | Cases and Deaths by Race/Ethnicity | Cases and Deaths at Long-term Care Facilities
Explore State COVID-19 Policy Actions:
Social Distancing Actions | State COVID-19 Health Policy Actions | Telehealth | Additional State-Level Data
Kaiser Health News
Look Up Your Hospital: Is It Being Penalized by Medicare?
https://tinyurl.com/y5lry648  
You can search by hospital name or location, look at all hospitals in a particular state and sort penalties by year. Under programs set up by the Affordable Care Act, the federal government cuts payments to hospitals that have high rates of readmissions and those with the highest numbers of infections and patient injuries. For the readmission penalties, Medicare cuts as much as 3 percent for each patient, although the average is generally much lower. The patient safety penalties cost hospitals 1 percent of Medicare payments over the federal fiscal year, which runs from October through September.  
LeadingAge
https://tinyurl.com/ydf26jbm
Coronavirus Information for Affordable Housing
Long-Term Services and Supports Rebalancing Toolkit
https://tinyurl.com/y5exrdgd 
Issued by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
The toolkit provides background information, resources, and promising practices that support state efforts to rebalance Medicaid long-term services and supports (LTSS) in favor of home-and community-based services (HCBS). 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health
https://tinyurl.com/y3b6nlh7
Crisis Standards of Care Planning Guidance for the COVID-19 Pandemic
This Guidance provides direction for the triage of critically ill patients in the event that the public health emergency caused by the COVID-19 pandemic creates a demand for in-patient critical care resources that outstrips supply. It seeks to ensure that every patient has equitable access to care from which they might benefit, and that tragically difficult decisions about the allocation of scarce in-patient care resources must be grounded only on evidence-based criteria that are clear, transparent, and objective; biological factors related only to the likelihood and magnitude of benefit from the medical resources; and should at all times minimize inequitable outcomes.
National Association of Social Workers
https://www.naswma.org/page/Housing 
COVID-19 & Housing Resources
Resources and information
Peterson-Kaiser Family Foundation Health System Tracker
https://tinyurl.com/ycrqmnrf 
How well is the U.S. health system performing? Explore a variety of indicators of health spending, quality of care, access, and health outcomes.
Pioneer Network
https://www.pioneernetwork.net/ 
Pioneer Network is the national leader of the culture change movement, helping care providers to transition away from a medical, institutional model of elder care to one that is life affirming, satisfying, humane and meaningful. Pioneer Network advocates for a culture of aging in which individual voices are heard and individual choices are respected.
Pro Publica – Nursing Home Inspect
https://tinyurl.com/3aca77l5
How Safe Are Nursing Homes Near Me? This Tool Will Help You Find Out.
Nursing Home Inspect searches through thousands of nursing home inspection reports to find problems and trends.  The latest update includes data on infection control violations, and notations for facilities that have had a coronavirus case.
The National Consumer Voice for Quality Long-Term Care
https://theconsumervoice.org/
Leading national voice representing consumers in long-term care issues.
U. S. Food and Drug Administration
https://tinyurl.com/y93oezdf
Beware of Fraudulent Coronavirus Tests, Vaccines and Treatments
Up to date consumer information.
Voices from the Pandemic - Washington Post
https://tinyurl.com/yxdg63g2 
A collection of accounts from people who have been sharing their personal stories about covid-19.  As told to Eli Saslow.
World Health Organization (WH0) – Ageing
https://tinyurl.com/ymgo3ud4
Comprehensive website with these components:  Factsheets; Guidelines; Databases; WHO Resolutions; WHO Teams

	Dignity Alliance Massachusetts is a broad-based coalition of organizations and individuals pursuing fundamental changes in the provision of long-term services, support, and care for older adults and persons with disabilities.  
Our guiding principle is the assurance of dignity for those receiving the services as well as for those providing them.
The information presented in “The Tuesday Digest” is obtained from publicly available sources and does not necessarily represent positions held by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts. 
Previous issues of The Tuesday Digest are available at:  https://dignityalliancema.org/the-tuesday-digest/ 
For more information about Dignity Alliance Massachusetts, please visit www.DignityAllianceMA.org. 
To contact us or to request weekly receipt of The Tuesday Digest, email to info@DignityAllianceMA.org. 
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