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	The Tuesday Digest

Issue # 15						       December 8, 2020
The Tuesday Digest is information complied by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts concerning long-term services, support, and care issued each Tuesday.

	[bookmark: _Hlk51342130]Webinars / Online sessions
	1. Boston University School of Social Work
December 14, 2020 5:30 – 700 p.m.
Housing, Homelessness, and COVID-19 in Massachusetts
This event is free and open to the public. Advance registration is required.
1.5 free continuing education credits are available for social workers licensed in Massachusetts after completion of a brief quiz.
https://tinyurl.com/y32f78c9 
2. Home Health Care News
December 17, 2020 1:00 p.m.
2021 Predictions for Home Care in Uneven Times
https://tinyurl.com/y3rx9n6k 
3. National I&R Support Center
December 17, 2020 3:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Affordable Housing for Older Adults and People with Disabilities
Join this webinar training to learn about key affordable housing terms and learn the basics of how affordable housing programs work. The webinar will help you to understand differences between housing and other human services programs; understand who administers affordable housing locally and how to connect to them; and understand the basics on evictions, and eviction prevention resources.
Presenter: Linda Couch, Vice President, Housing Policy, LeadingAge
Real-time captioning will be provided for this webinar.
Visit the registration webpage       
4. The Green House Project
December 17, 2020 3:00 p.m.
Final Session: Nursing Home Vaccination Update & Wrap Up of COVID-19 Best Practices in Nursing Homes ECHO
https://tinyurl.com/yya7ss86 
5. Administration on Community Living
January 14, 2021 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Building the Research Pipeline: Home and Community-Based Services
The event will aim to:
1. reduce the barrier to entry by organizing existing research and making it more accessible for researchers new to this field. 
2. push the research community to think about how to conduct more policy-relevant research in this space; and
3. engage the existing research and policy community in identifying existing gaps in our knowledge-base and prioritizing filling those gaps
https://tinyurl.com/y4ahrsgz 

	[bookmark: _Hlk55228978]Featured websites / podcasts / blog posts
	6. WBUR – Here & Now
December 3, 2020
COVID-19 Will Change How We Age, Where We Age and How We Pay for It
https://tinyurl.com/y2d7h9qe 
7. WBUR - Cognoscenti
December 2, 2020
4 Things Mass. Must Do Immediately to Prevent Another COVID-19 Crisis in Nursing Homes
· Workforce: Immediately provide funding for hero pay during the anticipated surge and provide accelerated CNA certification
· Personal Protective Equipment: Immediately procure PPE for the health of residents and staff.
· Vaccination and Testing: Immediately place nursing homes at the top of the priority list for funding and distributing vaccines, and fund and mandate testing of hospital patients discharged to nursing homes.
· Infection Control: Immediately share data on effective practices and act as a primary source of timely evidence-based guidelines.
https://tinyurl.com/y4gq5sgp
8. Hebrew Senior Life
November 19, 2020
Feeling overwhelmed from caregiving duties? Try respite care
https://tinyurl.com/yyjatcc5 
9. Washington Post
Coronavirus Updates
Get the most important developments in the coronavirus outbreak straight to your inbox every day. All stories in the newsletter are free to access.
https://tinyurl.com/y29h9dmg 
10. Washington Post
Voices from the Pandemic
A collection of accounts from people who have been sharing their personal stories about covid-19.  As told to Eli Saslow.
https://tinyurl.com/yxdg63g2 

	Featured articles
	11. *New York Times
December 5, 2020
The Elderly vs. Essential Workers: Who Should Get the Coronavirus Vaccine First?
https://nyti.ms/3ge68RQ 
12. Axios
December 2, 2020
Nursing homes are still getting pummeled by the pandemic
The U.S. has gotten no better at keeping the coronavirus out of nursing homes.
https://tinyurl.com/yyvtwjog
13. Norfolk Daily News
December 5, 2020
Ricketts announces essential caregivers will be added at long-term care facilities
Long-term care facilities across Nebraska will soon have the opportunity to incorporate essential caregivers.
https://tinyurl.com/y34t4qe8

	Farren and Mount Saint Vincent Care Centers

	14. *Greenfield Recorder
December 3, 2020
Farren Care Center closure delayed to January, but still on track
https://tinyurl.com/yxf89lob  
15. WWLP.COM
December 1, 2020
Hillcrest Commons in Pittsfield reports over 200 COVID-19 cases among residents, staff
https://tinyurl.com/y6njyu63 

	[bookmark: _Hlk58150571]Nursing homes
	16. *Washington Post
December 5, 2020
‘Do people understand what’s happening here?’: A nursing home resident waits for a vaccine
Voices from the pandemic: on the excruciating wait for a vaccine inside a coronavirus-infected nursing home.
https://tinyurl.com/y3q2tqyy 
17. Norfolk Daily News
December 5, 2020
Ricketts announces essential caregivers will be added at long-term care facilities
Long-term care facilities across Nebraska will soon have the opportunity to incorporate essential caregivers.
https://tinyurl.com/y34t4qe8 
18. *Washington Post
December 4, 2020
Beleaguered nursing homes prepare for monumental task of vaccinating residents and staff
https://tinyurl.com/y5h75ns3 
19. KETV 7
December 4, 2020
Officials discuss how new 'essential caregiver' program may help long-term care facilities
https://tinyurl.com/y357olfd 
20. WMUR 9
December 3, 2020
Health officials announce 7 new outbreaks, including 6 in long-term care facilities
16 deaths in past 2 days in long-term care facilities
https://tinyurl.com/y6b8agfm 
21. STAT News
December 3, 2020
CDC advisory panel’s lone dissenter on why long-term care residents shouldn’t receive Covid-19 vaccine first
https://tinyurl.com/yxfvzdgr 
22. WBUR - Cognoscenti
December 2, 2020
4 Things Mass. Must Do Immediately to Prevent Another COVID-19 Crisis in Nursing Homes
· Workforce: Immediately provide funding for hero pay during the anticipated surge and provide accelerated CNA certification
· Personal Protective Equipment: Immediately procure PPE for the health of residents and staff.
· Vaccination and Testing: Immediately place nursing homes at the top of the priority list for funding and distributing vaccines, and fund and mandate testing of hospital patients discharged to nursing homes.
· Infection Control: Immediately share data on effective practices and act as a primary source of timely evidence-based guidelines.
https://tinyurl.com/y4gq5sgp  
23. Axios
December 2, 2020
Nursing homes are still getting pummeled by the pandemic
The U.S. has gotten no better at keeping the coronavirus out of nursing homes.
https://tinyurl.com/yyvtwjog 
24. *New York Times
December 2, 2020
Long-Term-Care Residents and Health Workers Should Get Vaccine First, C.D.C. Panel Says
https://tinyurl.com/y3t8b8k9 
25. CNBC
December 2, 2020
Nursing homes create ‘perfect storm’ for Covid outbreaks as cases and deaths surge again
https://tinyurl.com/y46p9v2b 
26. *Modern Healthcare
December 2, 2020
Vaccinating long-term care residents, staff for COVID-19 comes with challenges
https://tinyurl.com/yxjagvxc 
27. STAT News
December 1, 2020
Health workers, long-term care facilities should get Covid-19 vaccine first, CDC advisory panel says
https://tinyurl.com/y35oxr7m 
28. NPR
December 1, 2020
Health Care Workers, Nursing Home Residents to Be Prioritized For COVID-19 Vaccine
https://tinyurl.com/y45ekcbm 
29. WPIX
December 1, 2020
Movement to gain access to loved ones in long-term care
https://tinyurl.com/y2g5z4qh 
30. Cincinnati.com
December 1, 2020
Ohio Health Department doesn't know which nursing homes and assisted living centers had COVID-19 deaths
https://tinyurl.com/yymy68f3 
31. Skilled Nursing News
November 29. 2020
Former CMS Chief: Feds Must Reimagine Nursing Home Enforcement with Sharper Sticks — and Smarter Carrots
https://tinyurl.com/y6kcxbqd 

	Home and Community
	32. Administration on Community Living
January 14, 2021 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Building the Research Pipeline: Home and Community-Based Services
The event will aim to:
1. reduce the barrier to entry by organizing existing research and making it more accessible for researchers new to this field. 
2. push the research community to think about how to conduct more policy-relevant research in this space; and
3. engage the existing research and policy community in identifying existing gaps in our knowledge-base and prioritizing filling those gaps
https://tinyurl.com/y4ahrsgz 
33. Richmond.com
December 5, 2020
Patients weighing risks of pandemic when turning to home health care
https://tinyurl.com/y3rs8bgr 
34. *New York Times
December 4, 2020
How a Home Health Aide Spends Her Sundays
Multiple showers, multiple buses, multiple patients, multiple masks and gloves.
https://tinyurl.com/y3qn6lre 
35. *Boston Globe
December 3, 2020
Caring for the caregivers who feel the weight of the pandemic war
https://tinyurl.com/y6kowxx6 
36. Squared Away – Center for Retirement Research at Boston College
December 1, 2020
Caring for a Parent Can Take Financial Toll
https://tinyurl.com/y3xq8lcz 
37. HealthDay
November 30, 2020
Lockdown Loneliness Could Worsen Parkinson's Symptoms
https://tinyurl.com/y3f6l84v 
38. Hebrew Senior Life
November 19, 2020
Feeling overwhelmed from caregiving duties? Try respite care
https://tinyurl.com/yyjatcc5 
39. EMD Serono
November 2020
Embracing Carers
New study shows Covid-19 increased demands on unpaid caregivers
https://tinyurl.com/y4oerwe5 

	Housing
	40. Boston University School of Social Work
December 14, 2020 5:30 – 700 p.m.
Housing, Homelessness, and COVID-19 in Massachusetts
This event is free and open to the public. Advance registration is required.
1.5 free continuing education credits are available for social workers licensed in Massachusetts after completion of a brief quiz.
https://tinyurl.com/y32f78c9
41. *The Boston Globe
December 4, 2020
The country’s affordable housing plans are woefully inadequate
Rental assistance programs tailored for COVID-19 relief will ultimately fail if they’re not coupled with an ambitious long-term plan to build and invest in equitable and affordable
https://tinyurl.com/y63xmdpj 
42. *Los Angeles Times
December 4, 2020
Learning from The Pandemic About What Works on Homelessness
https://tinyurl.com/yys4xf8w 
43. Neighborhood Development – City of Boston
November 14, 2020
Mayor Walsh signs Housing Stability Notification Act
Landlords and constables in the City of Boston must provide tenants facing eviction with their rights and resources.
https://tinyurl.com/y2o3zf4m 
44. Neighborhood Development – City of Boston
September 20, 2020
Funding doubled for seniors to replace heating systems through Seniors Save
https://tinyurl.com/y49rugs6 

	Behavioral Health
	45. Squared Away – Center for Retirement Research at Boston College
December 3, 2020
Woman with Dementia Gets Lots of Support
https://tinyurl.com/y4pqvwcm 
46. Politico
December 2, 2020
Emotional support animals on airlines get their wings clipped
https://tinyurl.com/y4l2brl2 
47. Associated Press
November 30, 2020
First blood test to help diagnose Alzheimer’s goes on sale
https://tinyurl.com/yxja2evc 
48. *Washington Post
November 29, 2020
10-minute exercising may slow progression to dementia for those with mild cognitive impairment
https://tinyurl.com/yycxb8m2 

	Covid-19
	49. Commonwealth of Massachusetts – Department of Public Health
COVID-19 Vaccination Plan
https://tinyurl.com/y3o6r2h9 
50. *New York Times
December 5, 2020
The Elderly vs. Essential Workers: Who Should Get the Coronavirus Vaccine First?
https://nyti.ms/3ge68RQ 
51. *New York Times
December 4, 2020
The Virus Is Devastating the U.S., and Leaving an Uneven Toll
https://nyti.ms/3onXenQ 
52. *Washington Post
December 4, 2020
Coronavirus Updates: It's about to get worse
https://tinyurl.com/y3blxdhn 
53. The New Yorker
December 4, 2020
Atul Gawande on Coronavirus Vaccines and Prospects for Ending the Pandemic
https://tinyurl.com/y3hv47bf 
54. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) – Center for Disease Control and Prevention
December 3, 2020
The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices’ Interim Recommendation for Allocating Initial Supplies of COVID-19 Vaccine — United States, 2020
https://tinyurl.com/y55bcm5s 
55. *The Boston Globe
December 3, 2020
Baker says record-setting number of COVID-19 cases in state shows widespread community transmission
https://tinyurl.com/y6m6lzql 
56. WBUR – Here & Now
December 3, 2020
COVID-19 Will Change How We Age, Where We Age and How We Pay for It
https://tinyurl.com/y2d7h9qe 
57. The Providence Journal
December 3, 2020
RI nursing home cases continue to spike
https://tinyurl.com/y6qk8syv 
58. *New York Times
December 2, 2020
CVS to Give Out Covid-19 Treatment in Nursing Homes
The three-month pilot program involves just 1,000 doses in seven big cities. It’s not clear how much impact that will have as demand surges.
https://tinyurl.com/y2vlsret 
59. *New York Times
December 1, 2020
Long-Term-Care Residents and Health Workers Should Get Vaccine First, C.D.C. Panel Says
https://tinyurl.com/y53atcys 
60. *Los Angeles Times
December 1, 2020
As virus again surges in California, race is a defining factor in nursing facilities, research shows
https://tinyurl.com/y2o7n4o4 
61. Toronto Star
November 30, 2020
Ottawa gives provinces $1B for long-term care
https://tinyurl.com/y42lk4en 
62. fiftypluslife
November 30, 2020
Here Come the Covid Vaccines: Are Elders A Priority?
https://tinyurl.com/y2l6xtux 
63. National Center on Disability in Public Health
November 22, 2020 (updated)
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ): COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Considerations  for the Disability Community
https://tinyurl.com/y6fh4j3o 
64. Washington Post
Coronavirus Updates
Get the most important developments in the coronavirus outbreak straight to your inbox every day. All stories in the newsletter are free to access.
https://tinyurl.com/y29h9dmg

	[bookmark: _Hlk57621833]Other
	65. Kaiser Family Foundation
December 2, 2020
COVID-19 Is Causing Health Spending to Go Down
https://tinyurl.com/yxtzaqs9 
66. Drexel Now
December 1, 2020
National Autism Indicators Report: The Complex Health and Health Care of Individuals with Autism
https://tinyurl.com/y3gjxmee 
67. *New York Times
November 27, 2020
Biden’s Plan for Seniors Is Not Just a Plan for Seniors
https://nyti.ms/33npcYZ
68. State Legislatures Magazine
November 24, 2020
Disability Benefits: State and Local Programs Versus Social Security
https://tinyurl.com/yxgrzfnl 

	
	*May require registration before providing article.

	Websites of Dignity Alliance Massachusetts Members
	AARP Massachusetts
https://states.aarp.org/massachusetts/ 
Alzheimer’s Association of Massachusetts and New Hampshire
https://www.alz.org/manh 
Boston Center for independent Living
https://bostoncil.org/
Massachusetts Advocates for Nursing Home Reform
https://manhr.org/
MetroWest Center for Independent Living
https://mwcil.org/ 
Mystic Valley Elder Services
https://www.mves.org/ 
National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys (NAELA)-Massachusetts Chapter
https://massnaela.com/ 

	Recommended websites
	AARP
https://tinyurl.com/y5xk6eha  
Massachusetts scorecard can be found at:
https://tinyurl.com/y3ryfzua   
Long-Term Services & Supports State Scorecard
The fourth edition of the LTSS State Scorecard, released in fall 2020, takes a multi-dimensional approach to measure state-level performance of LTSS systems that assist older adults, people with physical disabilities, and family caregivers. Unlike many other rankings that focus on a particular aspect of LTSS system performance, the Scorecard compares state LTSS systems across multiple dimensions, reflecting the importance and interconnectedness each has on the overall LTSS system.
Coalition for Serious Medical Care
Massachusetts e-MOLST Web Portal
The e-MOLST Web Portal supports providers in engaging in advance care planning with patients in the current, largely virtual care world. On the portal, clinicians and patients or surrogates can remotely complete and digitally sign MOLST forms.
To sign up for the portal, send full name, licensure/role, institution, work address, work email, and phone number to: masssupport@vyncahealth.com. You will receive an email invitation to create a password and log in within two business days. This is a work in progress; feedback is requested. http://maseriouscare.org/emolst  
Coronavirus Updates - Washington Post
https://tinyurl.com/y29h9dmg 
Get the most important developments in the coronavirus outbreak straight to your inbox every day. All stories in the newsletter are free to access.
Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI)
Requires free registration:  https://tinyurl.com/y4768fxw 
COVID-19 Rapid Response Network for Nursing Homes
The Institute for Healthcare Improvement, with support from The John A. Hartford Foundation, offers the COVID-19 Rapid Response Network for Nursing Homes to support nursing home leadership, staff, residents, families, and communities impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Access to webinars, online and print resources, links to relevant sites.
Kaiser Health News
Look Up Your Hospital: Is It Being Penalized by Medicare?
https://tinyurl.com/y5lry648  
You can search by hospital name or location, look at all hospitals in a particular state and sort penalties by year. Under programs set up by the Affordable Care Act, the federal government cuts payments to hospitals that have high rates of readmissions and those with the highest numbers of infections and patient injuries. For the readmission penalties, Medicare cuts as much as 3 percent for each patient, although the average is generally much lower. The patient safety penalties cost hospitals 1 percent of Medicare payments over the federal fiscal year, which runs from October through September.  
Long-Term Services and Supports Rebalancing Toolkit
Issued by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
The toolkit provides background information, resources, and promising practices that support state efforts to rebalance Medicaid long-term services and supports (LTSS) in favor of home-and community-based services (HCBS).
https://tinyurl.com/y5exrdgd
Massachusetts Department of Public Health
https://tinyurl.com/y3b6nlh7
Crisis Standards of Care Planning Guidance for the COVID-19 Pandemic
This Guidance provides direction for the triage of critically ill patients in the event that the public health emergency caused by the COVID-19 pandemic creates a demand for in-patient critical care resources that outstrips supply. It seeks to ensure that every patient has equitable access to care from which they might benefit, and that tragically difficult decisions about the allocation of scarce in-patient care resources must be grounded only on evidence-based criteria that are clear, transparent, and objective; biological factors related only to the likelihood and magnitude of benefit from the medical resources; and should at all times minimize inequitable outcomes.
National Association of Social Workers
https://www.naswma.org/page/Housing 
COVID-19 & Housing Resources
Resources and information
Pioneer Network
https://www.pioneernetwork.net/ 
Pioneer Network is the national leader of the culture change movement, helping care providers to transition away from a medical, institutional model of elder care to one that is life affirming, satisfying, humane and meaningful. Pioneer Network advocates for a culture of aging in which individual voices are heard and individual choices are respected.
The National Consumer Voice for Quality Long-Term Care
https://theconsumervoice.org/
Leading national voice representing consumers in long-term care issues.
Voices from the Pandemic - Washington Post
https://tinyurl.com/yxdg63g2 
A collection of accounts from people who have been sharing their personal stories about covid-19.  As told to Eli Saslow.

	Dignity Alliance Massachusetts is a broad-based coalition of organizations and individuals pursuing fundamental changes in the provision of long-term services, support, and care for older adults and persons with disabilities.  
Our guiding principle is the assurance of dignity for those receiving the services as well as for those providing them.
The information presented in “The Tuesday Digest” is obtained from publicly available sources and does not necessarily represent positions held by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts. 
Previous issues of The Tuesday Digest are available at:  https://dignityalliancema.org/the-tuesday-digest/ 
For more information about Dignity Alliance Massachusetts, please visit www.DignityAllianceMA.org. 
To contact us or to request weekly receipt of The Tuesday Digest, email to info@DignityAllianceMA.org. 



image1.jpeg
Dignit
Allfance

Massachusetts





