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	The Tuesday Digest

Issue # 13						       November 24, 2020
The Tuesday Digest is information complied by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts concerning long-term services, support, and care issued each Tuesday.

	Advocacy
	1. ADVOCACY ALERT! Help add several hundred housing vouchers to the Alternative Housing Voucher Program!
We are poised to add several hundred housing vouchers to the Alternative Housing Voucher Program! 
 YOU can help us make this happen by calling Chairman Rodrigues and Michlewitz of the Senate and House Ways and Means Committees:
Michael Rodrigues
Michael.Rodrigues@masenate.gov 
(617) 722-1114
 Aaron Michlewitz
Aaron.M.Michlewitz@mahouse.gov 
(617) 722-2990
 Our message:  Please accept the Senate's $12.5 million figure for the Alternative Housing Voucher Program (AHVP, 7004-9030) into the final budget to add 450 vouchers for disabled people. This program is critical in the face of evictions and the thousands of people dying in congregate settings who need affordable housing to get out.
2. AARP
Stop the Social Security COVID cut!
If Congress doesn't act, more than 4 million workers could lose up to $70,000.
https://tinyurl.com/yxcfh94v 

	[bookmark: _Hlk51342130]Webinars / Online sessions
	3. Long Term Care Discussion Group
November 30, 2020 4:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Making Sense of the Election: The President and the Congress and Where We Go from Here
Speakers: Bob Blancato and Joel White
Bob Blancato is the President of Matz, Blancato and Associates. In that capacity, he also serves as the National Coordinator of the bipartisan 3000-member Elder Justice Coalition, the Executive Director of the National Association of Nutrition and Aging Services Programs and National Coordinator of the Defeat Malnutrition Today coalition.
Joel White is the Founder and President of Horizon Government Affairs. He is the President of the Council for Affordable Health Coverage and its campaigns on transparency and medication adherence.
For free access information see: https://tinyurl.com/y5xxgpxq 
4. Center for Medicare Advocacy
December 2, 2020 2:00 to 3:00 p.m.  (online presentation)
Overview of Nursing Home Quality of Care & Quality of Life Standards from a consumer perspective
Presented by Center for Medicare Advocacy Senior Policy Attorney Toby Edelman.
Registration: https://tinyurl.com/y4dm3ee2 
5. Massachusetts Department of Public Health
December 2, 2020 12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Invitation to the Listening Session with Community Health Workers (CHW), CHW Supervisors and Allies
https://tinyurl.com/yxrwpqtt 
6. Long Term Care Community Coalition
December 7, 2020, 1:30 to 3:0 0 p.m.
Quarterly Meeting
Agenda:
1. Presentation on Resident Discharge – Current Issues & Residents’ Rights Special Guest Speakers: Lindsay Heckler (Center for Elder Law & Justice) & Tanya Kessler (Mobilization for Justice)
2. Update on other policy developments.
a) Status of visitation.
b) Oversight & enforcement.
c) LTCCC advocacy activities.
3. Resources on LTCCC’s website, www.nursinghome411.org. 
4. Open discussion of LTCCC member concerns. 
To register:  https://tinyurl.com/y55hdr9c 
7. WBJ Central MA Health Care Forum
December 8, 2020  8:30 a.m.
Healthcare Post Pandemic
Keynote speaker: Donald M. Berwick, MD, MPP, FRCP, KBE, President Emeritus and Senior Fellow at the Institute for Healthcare Improvement.
Register at: https://tinyurl.com/y6oc53w6 

	[bookmark: _Hlk55228978]Featured websites
	8. Faces of Covid
Stories of those lost to COVID per news reports, obits & submissions. They were more than a statistic. Created by Alex Goldstein.  Narrated Twitter site.
https://tinyurl.com/y6yt5kde 
(Click on the arrow)
9. Massachusetts Department of Public Health
Crisis Standards of Care Planning Guidance for the COVID-19 Pandemic
This Guidance provides direction for the triage of critically ill patients in the event that the public health emergency caused by the COVID-19 pandemic creates a demand for in-patient critical care resources that outstrips supply. It seeks to ensure that every patient has equitable access to care from which they might benefit, and that tragically difficult decisions about the allocation of scarce in-patient care resources must be grounded only on evidence-based criteria that are clear, transparent, and objective; biological factors related only to the likelihood and magnitude of benefit from the medical resources; and should at all times minimize inequitable outcomes.
https://tinyurl.com/y3b6nlh7 

	Featured articles
	10. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
November 2020
Guidance on Nursing Home Residents and Holiday Visitation
https://tinyurl.com/yyrhlg8u 
11. Washington Post
November 20, 2020
A Covid-fighting tool is buried in your phone. Turn it on.
https://tinyurl.com/y6np63eb 
12. Jacobin
November 19, 2020
Elder Care Should Not Be About Making Profits
https://tinyurl.com/y5spgv4b 
13. Boston25 News
November 16, 2020
25 Investigates: Second wave of COVID-19 crashing into Mass. nursing homes
Includes interview with Dignity Alliance Massachusetts members Arlrene Germain and Paul Lanzikos
https://tinyurl.com/yxpesb46 
14. *Wall Street Journal
November 15, 2020
How Covid-19 Will Change Aging and Retirement
How Covid-19 Will Change Aging and Retirement

	Farren Care Center /
Mt St Vincent Care Center
	15. *MassLive.com
November 19, 2020
Farren Care Center closing ‘tip of the iceberg’ for Massachusetts nursing homes, legislator says
https://tinyurl.com/y49g8y3f 

	Nursing homes
	16. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
November 2020
Guidance on Nursing Home Residents and Holiday Visitation
https://tinyurl.com/yyrhlg8u  
17. Mercury News
November 21, 2020
‘We have no business taking victory laps:’ Just as conditions were improving, second wave of COVID-19 strikes nursing homes
https://tinyurl.com/y3mts6ck 
18. CBS News
November 20, 2020
The U.S. has plan to vaccinate nursing home residents. Experts fear it won't work.
https://tinyurl.com/y3cd2lfm 
19. ABC 27 News
November 20, 2020
Long term care facilities face staffing issues, ask for more help
https://tinyurl.com/yyxf5vzz 
20. KOKO News
November 19, 2020
Long-term care facilities remain at center of COVID fight
https://tinyurl.com/y2yg8nas 
21. News 4 Buffalo WIVB
November 19, 2020
State urged to find middle ground with strict nursing home visitation policy
https://tinyurl.com/y4g9a6bw 
22. Betsy Lehman Center
November 18, 2020
New COVID visitation guidelines aim to strike a balance
https://tinyurl.com/y5o8nqhh 
23. Boston25 News
November 16, 2020
25 Investigates: Second wave of COVID-19 crashing into Mass. nursing homes
Includes interview with Dignity Alliance Massachusetts members Arlrene Germain and Paul Lanzikos
https://tinyurl.com/yxpesb46 

	Home and Community
	24. 60 Minutes (CBS News)
November 22, 2020
New insights from study of people age 90 and above
https://tinyurl.com/y2hmttlw 
25. Betsy Lehman Center
November 18, 2020
Help is available to meet new rules for expanding patient access to health records
https://tinyurl.com/y3zw255n 
26. The Gerontology Institute Blog (UMass Boston)
November 17, 2020
Nearly Two-Thirds of Older Black Americans Can’t Afford to Live Alone Without Help – and it’s Even Tougher for Latinos
https://tinyurl.com/yypg98ja 

	Housing
	27. National Association of Social Workers
November 3, 2020 (updated)
COVID-19 & Housing Resources
Resources and information
https://www.naswma.org/page/Housing 

	Behavioral Health
	28. STAT News
November 23, 2020
Glaring omission from Biden’s Covid-19 task force: mental health expertise
https://tinyurl.com/y5wk5v5m 
29. Innovation Hub (WGBH)
November 20, 2020
Fighting a Mental Health Pandemic
https://tinyurl.com/y6ezoomc 
30. STAT News
November 19, 2020
Delirium could signal Covid-19 infection in older adults, study finds
https://tinyurl.com/yxuypevj

	Covid-19
	31. STAT News
November 23, 2020
‘Essential workers’ likely to get earlier access to Covid-19 vaccine
https://tinyurl.com/y6pztpe3 
32. STAT News
November 23, 2020
Data show hospitalized Covid-19 patients are surviving at higher rates, but surge in cases could roll back gains
https://tinyurl.com/y6koqh8j 
33. CBS News (60 Minutes)
November 22, 2020
Puzzling, often debilitating after-effects plaguing COVID-19 "long-haulers"
https://tinyurl.com/y6lpl96w 
34. Washington Post
November 20, 2020
A Covid-fighting tool is buried in your phone. Turn it on.
https://tinyurl.com/y6np63eb 
35. STAT News
November 19, 2020
‘People are going to die’: Hospitals in half the states are facing a massive staffing shortage as Covid-19 surges
https://tinyurl.com/y2vgjs8g 
36. *Wall Street Journal
November 15, 2020
How Covid-19 Will Change Aging and Retirement
How Covid-19 Will Change Aging and Retirement
37. Innovation Hub (WGBH)
October 16, 2020
An Imperfect Toolkit for COVID-19
https://tinyurl.com/y6pczyo2 
38. Betsy Lehman Center
September 20, 2020
3 Questions with Dr. Michael Filbin about addressing COVID-19, flu and sepsis
https://tinyurl.com/y69yhwov 

	Other
	39. *New York Times
November 13, 2020 (Updated November 19, 2020)
When It Comes to Living with Uncertainty, Michael J. Fox Is a Pro
https://nyti.ms/3pre8mH 

	
	*May require registration before providing article.

	Websites of Dignity Alliance Massachusetts Members
	AARP Massachusetts
https://states.aarp.org/massachusetts/ 
Alzheimer’s Association of Massachusetts and New Hampshire
https://www.alz.org/manh 
Boston Center for independent Living
https://bostoncil.org/
Massachusetts Advocates for Nursing Home Reform
https://manhr.org/
MetroWest Center for Independent Living
https://mwcil.org/ 
Mystic Valley Elder Services
https://www.mves.org/ 
National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys (NAELA)-Massachusetts Chapter
https://massnaela.com/ 

	Recommended websites
	AARP
https://tinyurl.com/y5xk6eha  
Massachusetts scorecard can be found at:
https://tinyurl.com/y3ryfzua   
Long-Term Services & Supports State Scorecard
The fourth edition of the LTSS State Scorecard, released in fall 2020, takes a multi-dimensional approach to measure state-level performance of LTSS systems that assist older adults, people with physical disabilities, and family caregivers. Unlike many other rankings that focus on a particular aspect of LTSS system performance, the Scorecard compares state LTSS systems across multiple dimensions, reflecting the importance and interconnectedness each has on the overall LTSS system.
Coalition for Serious Medical Care
Massachusetts e-MOLST Web Portal
The e-MOLST Web Portal supports providers in engaging in advance care planning with patients in the current, largely virtual care world. On the portal, clinicians and patients or surrogates can remotely complete and digitally sign MOLST forms.
To sign up for the portal, send full name, licensure/role, institution, work address, work email, and phone number to: masssupport@vyncahealth.com. You will receive an email invitation to create a password and log in within two business days. This is a work in progress; feedback is requested. http://maseriouscare.org/emolst  
Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI)
Requires free registration:  https://tinyurl.com/y4768fxw 
COVID-19 Rapid Response Network for Nursing Homes
The Institute for Healthcare Improvement, with support from The John A. Hartford Foundation, offers the COVID-19 Rapid Response Network for Nursing Homes to support nursing home leadership, staff, residents, families, and communities impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Access to webinars, online and print resources, links to relevant sites.
Kaiser Health News
Look Up Your Hospital: Is It Being Penalized by Medicare?
https://tinyurl.com/y5lry648  
You can search by hospital name or location, look at all hospitals in a particular state and sort penalties by year. Under programs set up by the Affordable Care Act, the federal government cuts payments to hospitals that have high rates of readmissions and those with the highest numbers of infections and patient injuries. For the readmission penalties, Medicare cuts as much as 3 percent for each patient, although the average is generally much lower. The patient safety penalties cost hospitals 1 percent of Medicare payments over the federal fiscal year, which runs from October through September.  
Long-Term Services and Supports Rebalancing Toolkit
Issued by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
The toolkit provides background information, resources, and promising practices that support state efforts to rebalance Medicaid long-term services and supports (LTSS) in favor of home-and community-based services (HCBS).
https://tinyurl.com/y5exrdgd
Massachusetts Department of Public Health
https://tinyurl.com/y3b6nlh7
Crisis Standards of Care Planning Guidance for the COVID-19 Pandemic
This Guidance provides direction for the triage of critically ill patients in the event that the public health emergency caused by the COVID-19 pandemic creates a demand for in-patient critical care resources that outstrips supply. It seeks to ensure that every patient has equitable access to care from which they might benefit, and that tragically difficult decisions about the allocation of scarce in-patient care resources must be grounded only on evidence-based criteria that are clear, transparent, and objective; biological factors related only to the likelihood and magnitude of benefit from the medical resources; and should at all times minimize inequitable outcomes.
National Association of Social Workers
https://www.naswma.org/page/Housing 
COVID-19 & Housing Resources
Resources and information
Pioneer Network
https://www.pioneernetwork.net/ 
Pioneer Network is the national leader of the culture change movement, helping care providers to transition away from a medical, institutional model of elder care to one that is life affirming, satisfying, humane and meaningful. Pioneer Network advocates for a culture of aging in which individual voices are heard and individual choices are respected.
The National Consumer Voice for Quality Long-Term Care
https://theconsumervoice.org/
Leading national voice representing consumers in long-term care issues.


	Dignity Alliance Massachusetts is a broad-based coalition of organizations and individuals pursuing fundamental changes in the provision of long-term services, support, and care for older adults and persons with disabilities.  
Our guiding principle is the assurance of dignity for those receiving the services as well as for those providing them.
The information presented in “The Tuesday Digest” is obtained from publicly available sources and does not necessarily represent positions held by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts. 
Previous issues of The Tuesday Digest are available at:  https://dignityalliancema.org/the-tuesday-digest/ 
For more information about Dignity Alliance Massachusetts, please visit www.DignityAllianceMA.org. 
To contact us or to request weekly receipt of The Tuesday Digest, email to info@DignityAllianceMA.org. 
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