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The Tuesday Digest is information complied by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts concerning long-term services, support, and care issued each Tuesday.

	[bookmark: _Hlk51342130]Webinars / Online sessions
	1. Center for Medicare Advocacy
December 2, 2020 2:00 to 3:00 p.m.  (online presentation)
Overview of Nursing Home Quality of Care & Quality of Life Standards from a consumer perspective
Presented by Center for Medicare Advocacy Senior Policy Attorney Toby Edelman.
Registration: https://tinyurl.com/y4dm3ee2 

	Featured articles
	2. Center for Medicare Advocacy
October 15, 2020
COVID-Only Nursing Facilities: What Happened to A Good Idea?
https://tinyurl.com/y48aodpk 
Dignity Alliance Massachusetts member Massachusetts Advocates for Nursing Home Reform is referenced in the article
3. Commonwealth Magazine
October 19, 2020
Nursing home residents need more help voting
Authored by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts members Alison Weingarten, Arlene Germain, Bill Henning, and Alex Green
https://tinyurl.com/y4873s7f 

	Farren Care Center and Mount Saint Vincent Care Center
	4. *Boston Globe
October 19, 2020
Nursing home of last resort on the verge of being closed
https://tinyurl.com/y3hnk6md 
5. *The Greenfield Recorder
October 18, 2020
DPH requests more information on proposed Farren Care Center closure
https://tinyurl.com/yyytkx9c 
6. MassLive
October 17, 2020
Mass. DPH: Farren Care Center closure plan needs appropriate placement, safe transfer, COVID-19 testing of residents
https://tinyurl.com/y32wnqe4  
7. MassLive
October 15, 2020
Massachusetts Department of Public Health wants more data on plan to close Farren Care Center
https://tinyurl.com/y3fjahog 
8. Daily Hampshire Gazette
September 21, 2020
Holyoke care center announces layoffs amid ownership change
https://tinyurl.com/yyndzqad 
9. MassLive
September 21, 2020
Farren Care Center to begin layoffs of 141 workers next month
https://tinyurl.com/yyfbcqcr 
10. MassLive
September 18, 2020
Mount Saint Vincent Care Center in Holyoke to lay off 106; workers may be rehired as part of nursing home sale
https://tinyurl.com/yyrnftgp 
11. MassLive
September 16, 2020
‘It’s a tragedy,' says family member of Farren Care Center proposed closing
https://tinyurl.com/ybk7x7yq 
12. WWLP.COM
April 8, 2020
Seven confirmed COVID-19 cases at Mount Saint Vincent Care Center in Holyoke
https://tinyurl.com/yynwbrgq 

	Nursing homes
	13. *Boston Globe
October 24,2020
COVID-19 outbreak at Chelmsford nursing facility leaves 5 dead; state rapid-response team in place since Oct. 9
https://tinyurl.com/y5aopaq4 
14. The Hutchison News
October 24, 2020
Nursing home outbreaks stem from longstanding issues, advocates say
https://tinyurl.com/y3vg4kxu 
15. Boston 25 News
October 23, 2020
25 Investigates: Chelmsford nursing home facing COVID-19 cluster, five residents have died
https://tinyurl.com/y69xwa5a 
16. *Boston Herald
October 23, 2020
Five residents dead, several infected in COVID cluster at Chelmsford nursing home
https://tinyurl.com/y69xwa5a
17. Cambridge Day
October 14, 2020
‘Complex cluster’ of Covid-19 infections emerges at nursing home, up to eight people from three
https://tinyurl.com/y2nposx2 
18. Chicago Tribune
September 24, 2020
‘Nobody knew how to handle this situation’: How COVID-19 decimated Illinois nursing homes, exposed government flaws and left families in frustrating limbo
https://tinyurl.com/y3wdnyu2 

	Assisted Living
	19. ABC News
July
7,000 killed in assisted living due to COVID-19, report finds
https://tinyurl.com/yxaedkye 
20. Journal 0f Post-Acute and Long-Term Care Medicine
May 1, 2020
The Need to Include Assisted Living in Responding to the COVID-19 Pandemic
https://tinyurl.com/y6oe6vl2 

	Home and Community
	21. *The New York Times
October 7, 2020
What Does Retirement Look Like in a Pandemic?
https://tinyurl.com/y3vg4kxu 

	Voting
	22. ProPublica
October 23, 2020
How to Spot (and Fight) Election Misinformation
https://tinyurl.com/y5df6ru8 
23. CNN
October 11, 2020
How to help people with learning disabilities cast their votes 
https://tinyurl.com/y5h5adbb 

	Housing
	24. Commonwealth just launched the Eviction Diversion Initiative
Undated
COVID-19 Eviction Diversion Initiative Overview
https://tinyurl.com/y4ycnv9o 
25. Stop Bullying Coalition
October 25, 2020
A Home Safe from COVID
An open letter to tenants & other stakeholders in housing
https://tinyurl.com/y4mowoak 

	Behavioral Health
	26. *The New York Times
October 17, 2020
The Comforts of Clutter: Objects saved and accumulated can be a balm for uncertain times.
https://nyti.ms/2T46v6M 
27. *The Wall Street Journal
September 8, 2020
The Opioid Crisis, Already Serious, Has Intensified During Coronavirus Pandemic
https://tinyurl.com/y3wa4jpj 

	Covid-19
	28. COVID-19 Literature Surveillance Team
Ongoing
Daily report of current Covid-19 related research affiliated group of medical students, PhDs, physicians and other
Register for free daily emailed reports
https://www.covid19lst.org/ 
29. STAT News
October 19, 2020
STAT-Harris Poll: The share of Americans interested in getting Covid-19 vaccine as soon as possible is dropping
https://tinyurl.com/y4hoxbyf 
30. Annals of Internal Medicine
October 19, 2020
COVID-19 Mortality Risk in Down Syndrome: Results from a Cohort Study Of 8 Million Adults
https://tinyurl.com/y6xagotj 
31. STAT News
October 16, 2020
Health experts’ Thanksgiving advice in the time of Covid: plan, plan, plan
https://tinyurl.com/y2mbv7zd 
32. CNN
October 15, 2020
Global rise in chronic diseases combined with Covid-19 bodes ill for world health
https://tinyurl.com/yyg2oq2y 

	Other
	33. AARP
Ongoing
Long-Term Services & Supports State Scorecard
The fourth edition of the LTSS State Scorecard, released in fall 2020, takes a multi-dimensional approach to measure state-level performance of LTSS systems that assist older adults, people with physical disabilities, and family caregivers. Unlike many other rankings that focus on a particular aspect of LTSS system performance, the Scorecard compares state LTSS systems across multiple dimensions, reflecting the importance and interconnectedness each has on the overall LTSS system.
https://tinyurl.com/y5xk6eha 
Massachusetts scorecard can be found at:
https://tinyurl.com/y3ryfzua 
34. Coalition for Serious Medical Care
Massachusetts e-MOLST Web Portal
The e-MOLST Web Portal supports providers in engaging in advance care planning with patients in the current, largely virtual care world. On the portal, clinicians and patients or surrogates can remotely complete and digitally sign MOLST forms.
To sign up for the portal, send full name, licensure/role, institution, work address, work email, and phone number to: masssupport@vyncahealth.com. You will receive an email invitation to create a password and log in within two business days. This is a work in progress; feedback is requested.
http://maseriouscare.org/emolst  
35. *Salem News
October 26, 2020
Where’s Jonathan?
A developmentally disabled man has spent the past 17 months in jail amid dispute over alternatives
https://tinyurl.com/y5npfxx4 
36. *Boston Globe
October 18, 2020
‘We should be embarrassed’: In quiet extended session, Legislature’s unfinished work will bleed past Election Day
https://tinyurl.com/y3hsbgbz 
37. Center for Medicare Advocacy
October 15, 2020
Paying Direct Care Workers a Living Wage
https://tinyurl.com/y55x5gub 

	Featured websites
	38. AARP
Ongoing
Long-Term Services & Supports State Scorecard
The fourth edition of the LTSS State Scorecard, released in fall 2020, takes a multi-dimensional approach to measure state-level performance of LTSS systems that assist older adults, people with physical disabilities, and family caregivers. Unlike many other rankings that focus on a particular aspect of LTSS system performance, the Scorecard compares state LTSS systems across multiple dimensions, reflecting the importance and interconnectedness each has on the overall LTSS system.
https://tinyurl.com/y5xk6eha 
Massachusetts scorecard can be found at:
https://tinyurl.com/y3ryfzua 
39. Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI)
COVID-19 Rapid Response Network for Nursing Homes
The Institute for Healthcare Improvement, with support from The John A. Hartford Foundation, offers the COVID-19 Rapid Response Network for Nursing Homes to support nursing home leadership, staff, residents, families, and communities impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Access to webinars, online and print resources, links to relevant sites.
Requires free registration:  https://tinyurl.com/y4768fxw 

	
	*May require registration before providing article.

	Dignity Alliance Massachusetts is a broad-based coalition of organizations and individuals pursuing fundamental changes in the provision of long-term services, support, and care for older adults and persons with disabilities.  
Our guiding principle is the assurance of dignity for those receiving the services as well as for those providing them.
The information presented in “The Tuesday Digest” is obtained from publicly available sources and does not necessarily represent positions held by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts. 
Previous issues of The Tuesday Digest are available at:  https://dignityalliancema.org/the-tuesday-digest/ 
For more information about Dignity Alliance Massachusetts, please visit www.DignityAllianceMA.org. 
To contact us or to request weekly receipt of The Tuesday Digest, email to info@DignityAllianceMA.org. 
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