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	The Tuesday Digest

Issue # 7						       October 6, 2020
The Tuesday Digest is information complied by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts concerning long-term services, support, and care issued each Tuesday.

	Surveys

	1. The Little Red Hen Method to Fight COVID-19
October 2020
The “Stop Bullying Coalition” is conducting a web-based poll to identify housing complexes which have mounted effective efforts to manage the spread Covid-19 infections and those which have not. 
The poll can be accessed at:
https://tinyurl.com/y3kfnybv 

	[bookmark: _Hlk51342130]Webinars / Online sessions
	2. John A\. Hartford Foundation and the Milbank Memorial Fund
Webinar on demand
Reimagining Nursing Homes in the Wake of COVID-19
Webinar via YouTube: https://tinyurl.com/y5j5ekpg
PowerPoint slide deck: https://tinyurl.com/y349ok39 
3. LeadingAge LTSS Center at UMass Boston
November 18, 2020
LeadingAge LTSS Center at UMass Boston Presents 2 Sessions at LeadingAge’s Virtual Annual Meeting
· DIRECT CARE WORKERS DURING COVID-19
On Wednesday, Nov. 18 from 1-1:30 p.m.
· AFFORDABLE HOUSING PLUS SERVICES STRATEGIES
On Wednesday, Nov. 18 from 3:15 to 3:45 p.m.
        For registration visit LeadingAge Annual Meeting website:			       	        https://tinyurl.com/y54tqmc6 
        LeadingAge Annual Meeting Virtual Experience takes place online 
        Nov. 10-12 and Nov. 17-19

	Featured websites
	4. AARP
Ongoing
Long-Term Services & Supports State Scorecard
The fourth edition of the LTSS State Scorecard, released in fall 2020, takes a multi-dimensional approach to measure state-level performance of LTSS systems that assist older adults, people with physical disabilities, and family caregivers. Unlike many other rankings that focus on a particular aspect of LTSS system performance, the Scorecard compares state LTSS systems across multiple dimensions, reflecting the importance and interconnectedness each has on the overall LTSS system.
https://tinyurl.com/y5xk6eha 
Massachusetts scorecard can be found at:
https://tinyurl.com/y3ryfzua 
5. Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI)
COVID-19 Rapid Response Network for Nursing Homes
The Institute for Healthcare Improvement, with support from The John A. Hartford Foundation, offers the COVID-19 Rapid Response Network for Nursing Homes to support nursing home leadership, staff, residents, families, and communities impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Access to webinars, online and print resources, links to relevant sites.
Requires free registration:  https://tinyurl.com/y4768fxw 

	Featured articles
	6. *The Boston Globe
September 27-29, 2020
Last Words
A three-part Globe Spotlight Team series exposes the inequities that follow people in Massachusetts to their very last breaths. It is a deep examination into the uncomfortable topic of death and confronts the state's failure to protect its most vulnerable in the early days of a historic pandemic.
https://tinyurl.com/yynykqna 
7. *The Boston Globe
October 2, 2020 (updated)
We need to transform the way we pay for and provide long-term care
Letter to the Editor by Dick Moore, Dignity Alliance Massachusetts member
https://tinyurl.com/y2jb9oat 
8. Nest Avenue
January 2, 2013
10 Things You Can Do to Support Aging with Dignity and Independence
https://tinyurl.com/y5qgkcg9 
9. Next Avenue
November 9, 2012
10 Things Every Family Should Know About Aging with Dignity and Independence
https://nexav.org/2SsYBnk 

	Nursing homes
	10. Greenfield Recorder
October 2, 2020
Farren Care Center closure: Why now?
https://tinyurl.com/yyhkpjg6 
11. Atlanta Journal-Constitution
October 2, 2020
Kemp allocates $113 million in COVID funds to help nursing, care homes
https://tinyurl.com/y38h36zh 
12. CNN
October 1, 2020
For seniors in some care centers, loosened Covid-19 rules mean actual hugs and a respite from isolation
https://tinyurl.com/yb62q999 
13. LeadingAge LTSS Center @ UMass Boston
September 2020
Using Medicaid Funds to Promote Person-Centered Care in Nursing Homes
Issue Brief
https://tinyurl.com/y4tcfz2o 
14. *Los Angeles Times
September 29, 2020
Fatal cases of COVID-19 at nursing facilities prompt new California law
https://tinyurl.com/yxhnvrv7 
15. Greenfield Recorder
September 26, 2020
A nightmare plan for mentally ill people
Commentary by Attorney David Roulston, guardian of Farren Care Center residents on the proposed closure of the facility
https://tinyurl.com/y4wlmvus 
16. LeadingAge LTSS Center at UMass Boston
September 22, 2020
COVID-19 in Nursing Homes: Who is Leaving the Job?
A new research project will explore why nursing home employees have left their jobs during the pandemic.
https://tinyurl.com/y2kcjxjw 
17. LeadingAge LTSS Center at UMass Boston
September 21, 2020
Everyone Wins When Direct Care Workers Earn a Living Wage
https://tinyurl.com/yxduf3wb 
18. National Academy of Medicine
September 21, 2020
Reimagining Nursing Homes in the Wake of COVID-19
https://tinyurl.com/y2bprwfo 
19. Greenfield Recorder
August 28, 2020
Farren Closing:  Bad Deal, Terrible Timing
https://tinyurl.com/y2bk6cg5 

	Assisted Living
	20. Drugs.com
September 24, 2020
COVID-19 Risk in Assisted Living Similar to Nursing Homes
https://tinyurl.com/y52fys6f 

	Home and Community
	21. Home Health Care News
September 30, 2020
Hospital Discharges to Home Health Bounce Back, SNF Volumes Remain Down
https://tinyurl.com/y5mrqlr8 
22. Home Health Care News
September 30, 2020
Arosa+LivHome Doubles Down on Workforce Investments, Launches Emergency Fund for Caregivers
https://tinyurl.com/y3fhzpqw 
23. LeadingAge LTSS Center at UMass Boston
September 21, 2020
Everyone Wins When Direct Care Workers Earn a Living Wage
https://tinyurl.com/yxduf3wb 

	Housing
	24. Citizens’ Housing & Planning Association (CHAPA)
Ongoing
COVID-19 Affordable Housing Updates
Website updated every two weeks
https://tinyurl.com/y5xfzfcf  
25. *New York Times
October 1, 2020 (updated)
Elderly and Homeless: America’s Next Housing Crisis
https://tinyurl.com/y4fdo8tb 
26. NPR
September 29, 2020
Evictions Damage Public Health. The CDC Aims to Curb Them ― For Now
https://tinyurl.com/y23q3gou 
27. Senior Housing News
September 24, 2020
ASHA: Senior Living Faces $17 Billion Financial Impact, More Federal Funds Expected Soon
https://tinyurl.com/y6ftdeqy 
28. LeadingAge LTSS Center at UMass Boston
August 18, 2020
The Housing Effect: What Role Does Shelter Play in Elders’ Lives?
https://tinyurl.com/y5nc9zcp 

	Behavioral Health
	29. LeadingAge LTSS Center at UMass Boston
September 2020
Geriatric Substance Abuse Recovery Program in Post-Acute Care
A Toolkit for Implementation and Evaluation
https://tinyurl.com/y3vc83hu 
30. All Things Considered
September 28, 2020
Portrait of A Parent with Alzheimer's
Audio with print transcript available
https://tinyurl.com/y3ugtreh 

	Covid-19
	31. COVID-19 Literature Surveillance Team
Ongoing
Daily report of current Covid-19 related research affiliated group of medical students, PhDs, physicians and other
Register for free daily emailed reports
https://www.covid19lst.org/ 
32. National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine
Undated
A Framework for Equitable Allocation of Vaccine for the Novel Coronavirus
https://tinyurl.com/y2qqq9cb 
33. STAT News
October 1, 2020
Why people with diabetes are being hit so hard by Covid-19
https://tinyurl.com/y4h4hl36 

	Other
	34. AARP
Ongoing
Long-Term Services & Supports State Scorecard
The fourth edition of the LTSS State Scorecard, released in fall 2020, takes a multi-dimensional approach to measure state-level performance of LTSS systems that assist older adults, people with physical disabilities, and family caregivers. Unlike many other rankings that focus on a particular aspect of LTSS system performance, the Scorecard compares state LTSS systems across multiple dimensions, reflecting the importance and interconnectedness each has on the overall LTSS system.
https://tinyurl.com/y5xk6eha 
Massachusetts scorecard can be found at:
https://tinyurl.com/y3ryfzua 
35. Coalition for Serious Medical Care
Massachusetts e-MOLST Web Portal
The e-MOLST Web Portal supports providers in engaging in advance care planning with patients in the current, largely virtual care world. On the portal, clinicians and patients or surrogates can remotely complete and digitally sign MOLST forms.
To sign up for the portal, send full name, licensure/role, institution, work address, work email, and phone number to: masssupport@vyncahealth.com. You will receive an email invitation to create a password and log in within two business days. This is a work in progress; feedback is requested.
http://maseriouscare.org/emolst 
36. MarketWatch
October 3, 2020
Half of Americans over 55 may retire poor
https://tinyurl.com/y6zxslxv 
37. *New York Times
September 30, 2020 (updated October 1, 2020)
An ‘Awe Walk’ Might Do Wonders for Your Well-Being 
https://nyti.ms/2EOfBkM
38. The Hill
September 30, 2020
Medicare drug discount cards will be future disaster for Republicans
https://tinyurl.com/y5s2t9he 
39. STAT News
September 30, 2020
New research shows older adults are still often excluded from clinical trials
https://tinyurl.com/ydh7nqnr 
40. Greenfield Recorder
September 18, 2020
What COVID has taught us about long-term care
Opinion article by Al Norman, former Executive Director, Mass Home
https://tinyurl.com/y4tpv4fs 
41. LeadingAge LTSS Center at UMass Boston
Undated
Black Lifetimes Matter: 
· How Systemic Racism Shapes the Lives of Older Black Adults
· Social Determinants Drive Racial Health Disparities
· A Lifetime of Disadvantage Leads to Greater Economic Insecurity Among Older Black Adults
https://tinyurl.com/y2fnb894 

	
	*May require free registration before providing article.

	Dignity Alliance Massachusetts is a broad-based coalition of organizations and individuals pursuing fundamental changes in the provision of long-term services, support, and care for older adults and persons with disabilities.  
Our guiding principle is the assurance of dignity for those receiving the services as well as for those providing them.
The information presented in “The Tuesday Digest” is obtained from publicly available sources and does not necessarily represent positions held by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts. 
Previous issues of The Tuesday Digest are available at:  https://dignityalliancema.org/the-tuesday-digest/ 
For more information about Dignity Alliance Massachusetts, please visit www.DignityAllianceMA.org. 
To contact us or to request weekly receipt of The Tuesday Digest, email to info@DignityAllianceMA.org. 
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