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	The Tuesday Digest

Issue # 5						       September 22, 2020
The Tuesday Digest is information complied by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts concerning long-term services, support, and care issued each Tuesday.

	[bookmark: _Hlk51342130]Webinars / Online sessions
	1. Administration on Community Living
Focus on Aging, a Federal Partners Webinar on Social Isolation and Loneliness
This webinar series will address topics for public health and health care professionals, aging services organizations, the research community, and other stakeholders in aging.
The first webinar on Monday, September 28, 2020, 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. 
Register at https://tinyurl.com/y2mwg5ed 
2. Alzheimer’s Association
COVID Caring Conversations: Tips for Families with Dementia
30-minute program to help families deal with the challenges of the pandemic
Online session, September 23, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. 
Register at:  https://tinyurl.com/y6p495l2 
3. Disability Advocates Advancing our Healthcare Rights (DAAHR)
Virtual meeting to hear from enrollees in MassHealth/ACO/One Care about Covid-19 related issues and other concerns about accessing services
Online session: September 23, 2020, 1:00 p.m.  
Register at: https://tinyurl.com/y26z28r9 
4. MassHealth Public Listening Sessions on the PCA Program
Discuss general updates related to the Personal Care Attendant (PCA) program, including an update on Electronic Visit Verification (EVV) implementation and gather stakeholder input
Online session: September 23, 2020, 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Register at: https://tinyurl.com/y2ue54hw 
Online session: September 23, 2020, 1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Available with Spanish captioning
Register at: https://tinyurl.com/y3r74wyu  
5. Massachusetts Coalition for Serious Medical Care
More than just a visit: Balancing safety, connection, and well-being
Coalition members, representing different types of care settings and facilities, will share their policies and policy changes exploring the balance between safety and connection during the Covid-19 pandemic. Topics will include:
· How have visitation policies evolved since the start of the pandemic?
· What have been the impacts on staff, patients, residents, and visitors?
· How do we decide who and when are the most valuable times for interaction?
· What creative ways can help people connect?
· What are some guiding principles to consider across all settings of care?
Online: Thursday, October 1, 2020, 12:00 to 1:00 p.m.
To register: https://tinyurl.com/y6d2lkmk 
6. Taskforce to End Loneliness and Build Community
Reach out, Massachusetts! Summit
The Taskforce to End Loneliness and Build Community facilitated by AARP Massachusetts and the Gerontology Institute at UMass Boston is hosting a state-wide summit to disseminate information about raising public awareness, growing intergenerational opportunities and specific strategies to build community in a variety of ways. The content of this event comes directly from the regional listening and learning that the Taskforce completed in the Spring of 2020 as cities and towns around the state were grappling with a new element of social isolation: the COVID-19 pandemic.
Online Thursday, October 1, 2020, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
To register: https://tinyurl.com/y4xvdxg8 

	Featured articles
	7. Report of Coronavirus Commission on Safety and Quality in Nursing Homes
September 2020
Penelope Ann Shaw, PhD, Nursing Advocate, Resident of Braintree Manor, and member of Dignity Alliance Massachusetts was a member of the Commission.
https://tinyurl.com/yywbxb3e 
8. STAT News
September 2020
Millions of family caregivers struggling to balance work with caring for loved ones
https://tinyurl.com/y4rtz899 
9. *New York Times
September 19, 2020
Nursing Homes Oust Unwanted Patients With Claims of Psychosis
https://tinyurl.com/y5ukpdya
10. *Washington Post
September 16, 2020
Pandemic isolation has killed thousands of Alzheimer’s patients while families watch from afar
https://tinyurl.com/y6ozks26 
11. *New York Times
September 15, 2020
Inside a Nursing Home Devoted to Treating Those With Covid-19
https://tinyurl.com/y4eyr36h
12. Long Term Care Community Coalition
Undated
Protect Voting Rights of Nursing Home Residents
https://tinyurl.com/y3d7k7z4

	Nursing homes
	13. New Orleans Times-Picayune 
September 20, 2020
Some Louisiana nursing homes are undercounting coronavirus deaths, coroner data reveals
https://tinyurl.com/yysct9n2 
14. *New York Times
September 19, 2020
Nursing Homes Oust Unwanted Patients With Claims of Psychosis
https://tinyurl.com/y5ukpdya 
15. Justice in Aging
September 18, 2020
Imbalanced Commission Report Does Not Do Enough to Make Nursing Homes Responsible for Resident Safety and Quality of Life
https://tinyurl.com/y6lhm5dk 
16. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) – Center for Disease Control and Prevention
September 18, 2020
Serial Testing for SARS-CoV-2 and Virus Whole Genome Sequencing Inform Infection Risk at Two Skilled Nursing Facilities with COVID-19 Outbreaks — Minnesota, April–June 2020
https://tinyurl.com/y5osupny 
17. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) – Center for Disease Control and Prevention
September 18, 2020
Preventing COVID-19 Outbreaks in Long-Term Care Facilities Through Preemptive Testing of Residents and Staff Members — Fulton County, Georgia, March–May 2020
https://tinyurl.com/y63u8np9 
18. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) – Center for Disease Control and Prevention
September 18, 2020
Association Between CMS Quality Ratings and COVID-19 Outbreaks in Nursing Homes — West Virginia, March 17–June 11, 2020
https://tinyurl.com/yxlwv9hq 
19. Barron’s
September 17, 2020
Nursing Home Commission Reveals Divisions Over Response to Covid-19 and Recommends Immediate Improvements
The lone nursing-home resident on the commission, Penny Shaw (Dignity Alliance Massachusetts member) said that her own experience on the day the report was released highlighted the need for greater nursing-home accountability. On Wednesday, Shaw said, she was hit several times by a fellow resident who had also assaulted staff members on multiple occasions, yet the facility hasn't addressed the issue. "If anyone understands lack of accountability, it's me," she said. "I have to constantly file complaints, and management does nothing.". Shaw's objections to the report focused on the need for more accountability for providers to meet standards and be good stewards of federal dollars.
https://tinyurl.com/y5o9n443 
20. *Washington Post
September 17, 2020
Task force says nursing homes need more aid. Critics say industry should step up.
https://tinyurl.com/y2ladnob 
21. ABC News
September 17, 2020
Feds unveil plan to 'reduce suffering' for nursing home residents and staff amid COVID-19 pandemic
https://tinyurl.com/y2yn77r5 
22. AP News
September 17, 2020
Much needs doing to shield nursing homes from virus
Article on the report of Coronavirus Commission on Safety and Quality in Nursing Homes
https://tinyurl.com/y4e2fcvq 
23. Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy
September 17, 2020
High ratings, more COVID tests tied to fewer nursing home outbreaks
https://tinyurl.com/y4dmfckz 
24. Skilled Nursing News
September 17, 2020
CMS Updates Nursing Home Visitation Guidance with Eye Toward Indoor Reunions
https://tinyurl.com/y58d3rhv 
25. Skilled Nursing News
September 16, 2020
Federal Nursing Home Commission Calls on CMS to Adopt 27 Recommendations, ‘Reduce Suffering’
https://tinyurl.com/y6o9hn9g 
26. Connecticut Health I-Team
September 16, 2020
Pandemic Deals Another Blow To Nursing Homes: Plummeting Occupancy
https://tinyurl.com/yy358zmf 
27. *New York Times
September 15, 2020
Inside a Nursing Home Devoted to Treating Those With Covid-19
https://tinyurl.com/y4eyr36h 
28. The Philadelphia Inquirer
September 14, 2020
‘Essential’ caregivers lobby for greater access to loved ones in nursing homes
https://tinyurl.com/y6jquokb 
29. The Christian Science Monitor
September 14, 2020
How could nursing homes have done better?
https://tinyurl.com/y39m8rpa 
30. Justice in Aging
January 30, 2019
Guide: 25 Common Nursing Home Problems and How to Resolve Them
https://tinyurl.com/yyvw8w8o  
31. Long Term Care Community Coalition
Undated
Reimagining Nursing Home Care – a Webinar
https://tinyurl.com/yy8m5bxp 

	Assisted Living
	32. Journal of the American Geriatrics Society
September 21, 2020
COVID‐19 Pandemic in Assisted Living Communities: Results from Seven States
https://tinyurl.com/y2k4t8re 
33. McKnight’s Senior Living
September 21, 2020
540,000 COVID-19 antigen tests for assisted living communities are ‘in the mail’
https://tinyurl.com/y4bh8mbv 

	Home and Community
	34. STAT
September 2020
Millions of family caregivers struggling to balance work with caring for loved ones
https://tinyurl.com/y4rtz899 
35. *The New York Times
September 18, 2020
As Schools Return, Kids with Special Needs Are Left Behind
https://tinyurl.com/y3jo6ddq 

	Housing
	36. Citizens’ Housing & Planning Association (CHAPA)
Ongoing
COVID-19 Affordable Housing Updates
Website updated every two weeks
https://tinyurl.com/y5xfzfcf  
37. Kaiser Health News
September 18, 2020
A Pandemic Upshot: Seniors Are Having Second Thoughts About Where to Live
https://tinyurl.com/y3gaqkaj
38. CNN
September 17, 2020
A pandemic upshot: Seniors are having second thoughts about where to live
https://tinyurl.com/y3clm6qe 
39. *New York Times
September 9, 2020
Meet the New Caregiver: Your Home
https://tinyurl.com/y25epsak 

	Behavioral Health
	40. *New York Times
September 19, 2020
Nursing Homes Oust Unwanted Patients With Claims of Psychosis
https://tinyurl.com/y5ukpdya 
41. *STAT Plus
September 18, 2020
5 takeaways from venture capital’s growing focus on mental health
https://tinyurl.com/y42o42pb 
42. Administration on Community Living
September 17, 2020
Focus on Aging, a Federal Partners Webinar on Social Isolation and Loneliness
This webinar series will address topics for public health and health care professionals, aging services organizations, the research community, and other stakeholders in aging.
The first webinar on Monday, September 28, 2020, 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. 
Register at https://tinyurl.com/y2mwg5ed 
43. Alzheimer’s Association
COVID Caring Conversations: Tips for Families with Dementia
30-minute program to help families deal with the challenges of the pandemic
Online session, September 23, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. Register at:
https://tinyurl.com/y6p495l2
44. *Washington Post
September 16, 2020
Pandemic isolation has killed thousands of Alzheimer’s patients while families watch from afar
https://tinyurl.com/y6ozks26 
45. The Hill
September 16, 2020
Higher than average numbers have died of dementia since start of pandemic
https://tinyurl.com/y2jwvk9n
46. Politico
September 16, 2020
Summer wave of dementia deaths adds thousands to pandemic's deadly toll
“There’s something going on and it needs to be sorted out,” Robert Anderson, chief of mortality statistics at the CDC, said.
https://tinyurl.com/y5yp7zqm 
47. *Boston Globe
September 16, 2020
Struggles with mental health could get worse as winter looms
https://tinyurl.com/y59ewn9c 
48. EurekAlert! - American Association for the Advancement of Science
September 14, 2020
Loneliness doubled among older adults in first months of COVID-19, poll shows
https://tinyurl.com/y5w5gg8m 
49. Long Term Care Community Coalition
Undated
US Nursing Home Antipsychotic Drugging Rates
Includes Massachusetts facility data for Q4 2019
https://tinyurl.com/yycdm59a 

	Covid-19
	50. Kaiser Family Foundation
Ongoing
State Data and Policy Actions to Address Coronavirus
https://tinyurl.com/y6dpjubw 
51. Kaiser Health News
September 21, 2020
US Has Lost 200,000 People To COVID. For Perspective, That’s The Size Of Salt Lake City.
https://tinyurl.com/y3qr2mg8 
52. *New York Times
September 20, 2020
‘We May Be Surprised Again’: An Unpredictable Pandemic Takes a Terrible Toll
https://tinyurl.com/y57nkpny 
53. Dallas Morning News
September 20, 2020
The pandemic highlights nationwide nursing shortage that is acute in Texas
https://tinyurl.com/yxhz4gpo 
54. Kaiser Health News
September 18, 2020
In Face of COVID Threat, More Dialysis Patients Bring Treatment Home
https://tinyurl.com/y5batxmr 
55. Greenfield Recorder
September 18, 2020
What COVID has taught us about long-term care
Opinion article by Al Norman, former Executive Director, Mass Home Care
https://tinyurl.com/y4tpv4fs 
56. EurekAlert! - American Association for the Advancement of Science
September 17, 2020
COVID-19 could cause declines in life expectancy
https://tinyurl.com/y4nwrj7o 
57. STAT
September 17, 2020
‘They are really afraid’: Fears about Covid-19 are complicating care for patients with sickle cell
https://tinyurl.com/yy8f76gj 
58. Los Angeles Times
September 16, 2020
To evade COVID-19, dialysis patients bring their treatment home
https://tinyurl.com/y5bvlncy 
59. CNBC
September 14, 2020
Americans are raiding retirement savings during coronavirus pandemic
https://tinyurl.com/y62p2zb8 
60. Justice in Aging
September 4, 2020
Justice in Aging Comments for Vaccination Allocation Framework 
https://tinyurl.com/y4v7vwla 
61. Justice in Aging
July 24, 2020
Older Adults and People with Disabilities Challenge Discriminatory Surge Care Guidelines in COVID-19 Hotspots Arizona and Texas
https://tinyurl.com/y2yhf33v 

	Other
	62. COVID-19 Literature Surveillance Team
Ongoing
Daily report of current Covid-19 related research affiliated group of medical students, PhDs, physicians and other
Register for free daily emailed reports
https://www.covid19lst.org/ 
63. The Guardian
September 18, 2020
Australia’s aged care system needs ‘fundamental reset’, Brendan Murphy tells inquiry
https://tinyurl.com/y22oc73m 
64. Pro Publica
August 26, 2020
Hundreds of Thousands of Nursing Home Residents May Not Be Able to Vote in November Because of the Pandemic
https://tinyurl.com/y56br27m 
65. Long Term Care Community Coalition
Undated
Protect Voting Rights of Nursing Home Residents
https://tinyurl.com/y3d7k7z4 

	
	*May require free registration before providing article.

	Dignity Alliance Massachusetts is a broad-based coalition of organizations and individuals pursuing fundamental changes in the provision of long-term services, support, and care for older adults and persons with disabilities.  
Our guiding principle is the assurance of dignity for those receiving the services as well as for those providing them.
The information presented in “The Tuesday Digest” is obtained from publicly available sources and does not necessarily represent positions held by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts.
For more information about Dignity Alliance Massachusetts, please visit www.DignityAllianceMA.org. 
To contact us or to request weekly receipt of The Tuesday Digest, email to info@DignityAllianceMA.org. 
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